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Japan 


U.S. Urged To Be ‘Realistic’ About Farm Issue 
OW'2705114988 Tokyo KYODO in English 1104 GMT 
27 May SS 


[Text] Tokyo, May 27 KYODO—A senior Japanese 
Agriculture Ministry official said Friday the United 
States should take a “realistic stance’ on the pending 
issue of Japan's liberalization of beef, oranges and 
Orange juice imports during upcoming negotiations in 
Washington. 


Hidero Maki, vice agriculture minister for international 
affairs, told reporters prior to his scheduled departure to 
the U.S. Monday that Japan’s basic idea on the issue has 
not changed. 


His remarks were understood to mean that the U.S. 
should first understand Japan’s position, including its 
plan to introduce “border measures” after it liberalizes 
beef imports. 


He also said he wants to lay the groundwork for pushing 
the negotiations to an early ministerial meeting where a 
final solution of the issue could be achieved. 


Maki is expected to meet with Michael Smith, deputy 
U.S. trade representative, starting on Tuesday, to resume 
working-level talks on the matter. He is due to return 
home on June 5. 


Earlier in the day, Agriculture Minister Takashi Sato 
told reporters he will hold a top-level meeting with U.S. 
Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter after examining 
the outcome of Maki’s visit, to iron out the remaining 
differences. 


Fixed Tariff Proposal 
OW 3005063088 Tokyo KYODO in English 0509 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 30 KYODO—Japan will propose a 
fixed 70 percent tariff on beef imports instead of intro- 
ducing surcharges in talks in Washington this week, 
Agriculture Ministry officials said Monday. 


The proposal, to be made at sub-cabinet-level farm talks 
from May 31-June 2, is aimed at breaking a deadlock 
between the two nations on the issue, they said. 


Hidero Maki, deputy agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
minister, left for Washington Monday to try to resolve 
the dispute before the Toronto summit meeting, the 
officials said. 


The summit meeting of ministers of seven leading indus- 
trial nations is to be held June 19-21. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


The Japanese delegation, including the directors of the 
miunistry’s Agricultural Production and Livestock Indus- 
try Bureaus, will meet with Deputy U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Michael Smith and other U.S. counterparts, 
the officials said. 


During the bilateral meetings, Japan will submit the new 
plan as an alternative to introducing surcharges, which it 
had previously insisted on in connection with its domes- 
tic market opening measures, they said. 


The Japanese delegates will return home Sunday, they 
added. 


Abe Comments on U.S. Trade Dispute 
OW2705 150088 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Network in Japanese 1200 GMT 27 May 88 


[Interview with LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe by 
NHK newscaster Jiro Hirano and reporter Yoshiro Shi- 
mizu at NHK studio—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Hirano] Prior to that [pas- 
sage of tax reform bill], there is the issue concerning beef 
and oranges. 


[Abe] Yes, there is that issue. 
[Hirano] What do you think about the issue? 


[Abe] Concerning this issue, Agriculture, Forestry, and 
Fishery Minister Sato has held talks with Mr Yeutter in 
the United States. And there is a great difference in 
views between Japan and the United States. It seems that 
working-level consultations will be resumed. Our basic 
position is that the issue has to be settled between the 
two countries. It is the United States that has brought the 
issue to the GATT. As the issue has arisen between the 
two countries, Japan and the United States, it should be 
settled between our two friendly countries through bilat- 
eral consultations. Though we have failed once in the 
consultations, further consultations should be held 
between our two countries to settle the issue. The panel 
sessions will start at the GATT in mid-June. Before that, 
our two countries should have talks, and we hope that 
the issue will be settled anyhow. I feel that there is a 
possibility that the issue will be settied. Since Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fishery Minister Sato has visited the 
United States in the past, we hope to have Mr Yeutter 
visit Japan this time to hold the consultations. 


[Shimizu] In that case, the issue concerning the beef and 
oranges will be settled at the same time the LDP is 
working out the outlines for tax reform. 


[Abe] Well, anyway, deliberations will continue to be 
held within the party in an effort to setle the issue. The 
issue concerning beef and oranges is a diplomatic issue. 
However, it also concerns domestic affairs. It is an issue 
that concerns the government and also the LDP. While 
striving to have the tax reform issue settled, we are also 
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doing our best to have the beef and oranges issue settled. 
In this connection, even though the Diet session has 
concluded, we cannot say that our burden has been 
reduced. 


[Shimizu] At present, the party seems to be rather quiet 
about the issue of beef and oranges. Will the party carry 
out deliberations on the issue? 


[Abe] The deliberations have been carried out. 
[Shimizu] Are they being carried out without publicity? 


[Abe] Well, maybe unpublicized, but the deliberations 
are being carried out right now. 


Agreement With U.S. on FSX Development 
OW 2805041088 Tokyo KYODO in English 0305 GMT 
28 May 88 


{Text} Tokyo, May 28 KYODO—Japan and the United 
States have reached broad agreement on joint develop- 
ment of the Japanese Air Self-Defense Force's next- 
generation fighter support plane (FSX), according to 
Defense Agency sources. 


The working-level talks had been held at the agency since 
Tuesday to set the framework of the FSX development 
on the basis of the U.S. F-16 fighter. 


The memorandums on the details of FSX development 
will be exchanged when Defense Agency chief Tsutomu 
Kawara meets U.S. Defense Secretary Frank Carlucci in 
Tokyo next week. 


The sources said both sides agreed that technological 
results from the development will belong to Japan but 
will be supplied to the U.S. in principle. 


Both sides also concurred that the agreement covers oaly 
the development stage and a new understanding wi'l be 
made on the production stage, the sources said. 


On the work share between the two countries, the U.S. 
had demanded 40 percent in the development stage and 
30 percent in the production stage but Japan was resist- 
ing demands to set such figures. 


Agency vf: cials indicated the work ratio will be set at 
30-35 percent on the U:S. side, the same level as for F-15 
fighters produced by Japan on license. 


Hijacker Moved to Tokyo for Questioning 
OW'2705064288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0504 GMT 
27 May 88 


{Text} Tokyo, May 27 KYODO—Police moved hijacker 
Yasuhiro Shibata from Kobe to Tokyo on Friday to 
enable public security authorities to probe his suspected 
involvement in fresh terrorist attack plans. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The metropolitan police department, fearing a possible 
rescue attempt, used a helicopter to fly the 34-year-old 
Red Army hijacker on the 500-kilometer trip to the 
capital. 


Police also maintained maximum security at both the 
Hyogo Prefectural Police Headquarters and at Tokyo 
Metropolitan Police Headquarters during the transfer 
operation. 


The transfer is to enable public security authorities to 
question Shibata about his role in the 1970 hijacking of 
a Japan Air Lines jet from Japan to North Korea. 


Shibata, then a high school student, was one of the nine 
Red Army commandos who commandeered the JAL 
plane on a domestic flight from Haneda to Fukuoka. 


Shibata was arrested on May 6 near his home in Tokyo. 
At the time of his arrest, Shibata assumed the identity of 
Akira Nakao, a Japanese with dual Korean nationality 
and now living in North Korea. 


Police have yet to determine how Shibata returned to 
Japan but say domicile records show he has been in the 
country at least since April 1985. 


Police said Shibata has refused to answer substantial 
questions related to the Red Army group. 


Shibata declared he was a revolutionary when asked 
about his profession during a pre-trial court appearance 
in Kobe last Monday. 


Members of the hijack group still remaining in North 
Korea have issued a statement to the Japanese press that 
Shibata came back to Japan to “open the way” for their 
own return home. 


They denied that Shibata was involved in any fresh 
terrorist scheme. 


Public security authorities, however, suspect that Shi- 
bata established contacts with overseas terrorist groups 
during several trips he made to Europe under an 
assumed name. 


Shibata has insisted that his trips to Europe were meant 
to establish a trading company in Japan, police said. 


Takeshita Rules Out Diet Dissolution, Election 
OW2705 131288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0904 GMT 
27 May 88 


[Text] May 27 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita on Friday ruled out the possibility of dissolv- 
ing the Diet and calling a general election ‘a connection 
with a sweeping tax reform his administr.ticn is trying 
to introduce. 
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Takeshita made the comment in a meeting of the House 
of Councillors Audit Committee in reply to Japan Social- 
ist Party member Hisamitsu Sugano, who urged the 
prime minister to dissolve the House of Representatives 
prior to the implementation of the tax reform. 


The premier said a four-year term for lower house 
members is guaranteed under the Constitution and 
added that the term should be regarded as very impor- 
tant. 


“My position is against (an argument to call a general 
election by dissolving the Diet),”” Takeshita said. 


The ruling Liberal Democratic Party’s tax panel is study- 
ing the outline for the tax reform, including the intro- 
duction of a new indirect tax. 


Takeshita Holds ivews Conference 28 May 
OW 2805100588 Tokyo NHK General J elevision 
Network in Japanese 0530 GMT 28 May 88 


{News conference held by Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita with unidentified reporters at his official res- 
idence in Tokyo—live] 


[Excerpts] [Reporter] Well, we will now begin the cabinet 
press corps’ customary news conference with Prime 
Minister Takeshita. The first ordinary Diet session since 
your assumption of the premiership closed on 25 May. 
How do you feel about the ordinary session? And, with 
regard to the forthcoming extraordinary Diet session, 
when will it be convened and for how long? Please tell us 
about those three events. 


[Takeshita] Although I have had a long experience with 
the Diet, | thought it was quite a strange scene to see the 
speaker say: Ladies and gentlemen, the session is now 
closed. The first ordinary session since the inauguration 
of the Takeshita cabinet adjourned after a duration of 
150 days as prescribed under the Diet Law, that is to say, 
without the session being extended. Although there was a 
variety of twists and turns, I think that the officials 
concerned worked hard enough to serve the people, 
helping produce that result. I have no intention of 
stressing whether the rate of approval for proposed bills 
was high or low, but I feel that the practice of conducting 
dialogue between the government and opposition parties 
is taking root. 


Now, you asked when the next extraordinary session will 
be convened. In the first place, as you know, the cabinet 
has the right to convene Diet sessions and the Diet has 
the right to decide on the duration of a session. I must 
make that clear. Since the practice of dialogue is taking 
root, as I said, I will consult with the quarters concerned, 
including the opposition parties, and while taking 
progress in the tax reform bill into consideration, I hope 
to convene it at an early date to meet the nation’s request 
for reform of the taxation system. [passage omitted] 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


[Reporter] Well then, | would like to ask your views on 
the pending issue of liberalized beef and orange imports. 
The issue has already been referred to the GATT. 
Nevertheless, Mr Prime Minister, you have for some 
time stated your view that the issue should be settled 
somehow or other between Japan and the United States. 
In this regard, Mr Prime Minister, we would like to hear 
your basic views on how you plan to have the issue 
settled. And we would like to hear your views in as 
specific terms as possible. 


[Takeshita] First of all, when I visited the United States 
last January, I had talks with President Reagan, and our 
talks basically dealt with various frictions that have 
arisen through the wide-ranging exchanges carried out 
between our two countries. These frictions should be 
resolved through our joint efforts. Three issues were 
cited in our talks as examples of friction: the agreement 
on scientific and technological cooperation, participa- 
tion of U.S. enterprises in Japan’s public works pro- 
grams, and our liberalization of beef and orange imports. 
Two of these issues have already been settled. 


As you have pointed out, in handling the beef and citrus 
issue, while considering both the need to maintain Jap- 
anese beef and orange production and the international- 
ization process, we have conferred full authority upon 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery Minister Sato and 
assigned him to engage in consultations. However, to our 
regret, our two countries hae failed to arrive at an 
understanding. As a result, tiie issue has been brought to 
the GATT in accordance with international practice. A 
panel has been organized, although the panelists have 
not yet made their decision. This is how this issue 
presently stands. It will be very difficult for me to explain 
the issue in concrete terms. As the issue is still in the 
process of negotiation, we cannot reveal to you our plans 
in concrete terms prior to the consultations. While the 
international procedures are being carried out, we feel 
that the issue should be settled through joint action and 
that the bilateral consultations should be carried on to 
the end. On the basis of this understanding of the issue, 
concerned officials of the Ministry of Agriculture, For- 
estry and Fishery and the LDP experts on agricultural 
issues are now doing their best to have the issue settled. 
This is my understanding of the issue. 


[Reporter] As you have just mentioned, Mr Prime Min- 
ister, it is an issue to be settled through negotiations. 
However, various views concerning the issue have been 
ieard within the government. As you are going to meet 
with President Reagan in London soon, some say that an 
agreement should be reached in principle by that time at 
least, while others say it should be settled, somehow or 
other, before the Toronto summit. What is your view 
concerning the time limit for settling the issue? 


[Takeshita] It is true that | am going to meet President 
Reagan in London on 3 June. And our meeting will be 
held right after the conclusion of the summit talks 
between the United States and the Soviet Union. Our 
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meeting has been arranged because | have expressed my 
wishes to hear his impressions of the summit in person 
and at an appropriate place. In fact, | have not consid- 
ered bringing up the beef and citrus issue at our meeting. 
In this regard, | do not plan for this meeting to be the 
deadline for settling the issue. 


As for the summit that comes after our meeting, of 
course, it is all very well to pay attention to such events. 
Meanwhile, GATT panelists will be engaged in deciding 
on their recommendations. In this regard, we have 
greater concerns with the development of such proce- 
dures than with using the summit as a deadline. Anyhow, 
I feel it will be more appropriate to say that while such 
procedures are being carried out, efforts will continue to 
seek a resolution that will enable Japanese farmers to 
n aintain their existence and that is acceptable to the 
international community. 


[Reporter] Mr Prime Minister, you have persistently 
stated that the issue should be settled between our two 
countries and that it should be settled as soon as possi- 
ble. However, it is viewed in some quarters that in the 
long run, the issue may have to be settled by Japan’s 
agreement to give up its plan for import surcharges on 
beef but increase its tariffs on beef. Mr Prime Minister, 
what is your view? 


[Takeshita] This is precisely what we are negotiating 
now. Regarding the beef issue, the point at issue now is 
the variable import surcharges, and it is one of the 
problems that have brought the negotiations to a dead- 
lock. I feel it would be better to say that I have no plan to 
substitute other measures for the proposed import sur- 
charges. 


[Reporter] Mr Prime Minister, since the issue is still 
being negotiated and since the negotiations are probably 
being carried on between Japan and the United States on 
the basis of various preconditions, it will be difficult for 
you to state them. These preconditions probably relate to 
measures for handling the influence on farm households 
at home. Since the imports will have to bc 'iberalized 
sooner or later, it will certainly have a very serious 
influence on Japanese farmers. Under such circum- 
stances, I am sure measures to handle the influence on 
Japanese farm households are under examination now. 
Anyway, when the issue is to be settled through the 
increase of tariffs on beef, will the balance gained from 
the increase be sufficient to provide subsidies for Japa- 
nese farmers? Whether the balance will be sufficient 
unless augmented from the general accounts is also in 
dispute. What is your view of this argument? 


[Takeshita] Such an argument arises precisely from spec- 
ulation based on certain preconditions. [laughter from 
reporters] In this connection, regarding the measures to 
deal with the influence on farm households, experts are 
currently examining various options in accordance with 
ve measures taken to settic the fruit juice issue in 1986 
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as well as the beef cattle issue in February this year. I feel 
that it will be most suitable to work out policies based on 
these measures to settle various practical problems. 


[Reporter] Since our time is limited, I want to ask you 
about diplomatic issues next. Mr Prime Minister, begin- 
ning on 30 May you are scheduled to attend the UN 
General Assembly special session on disarmament, tour 
Europe and subsequently, in mid-June, participate in the 
Toronto summit. From what position are you planning 
to embark on your overseas tour? It is our feeling that it 
is about time now that you delineated Takeshita diplo- 
macy. What is the position you hold? I hope to ask you 
about your basic views of foreign policy. 


[Takeshita] As you mentioned my diplomatic itineraries, 
I am scheduled to leave the country the day after 
tomorrow and make a speech at the third special disar- 
mament session. The first and second sessions were held 
immediately after the invasion of Afghanistan. There 
have been a variety of changes made since and, at the 
current third session, I am planning to take those things 
into consideration and express my views of peace from 
the position of Japan, the only country in the world 
victimized by atomic bomb attacks. I will be happy if my 
speech will contribute toward stirring up international 
opinion toward helping the peace process as a substan- 
tive issue, not ending in a mere mood, so to speak. 


Next, I will be visiting three European nations. When I 
toured Europe last time, it was during elections. And, 
although the forthcoming summit will be the sixth for me 
to attend, it is my first opportunity to participate as a 
leader. Therefore, I am planning to exchange views 
beforehand with leaders of France and other EC member 
countries. 


Following that, as you know, I will be attending the 
Toronto summit. As I have been saying, there was a time 
after the end of the war in 1945 when we had to work as 
hard as we could just to eat. In the fifties the so-called 
three divine implements [refrigerator, washing machine, 
and television] began to be introduced to our lives. Then 
we entered into a period of high economic growth and 
joined the international community. And, today, at least 
in figures, or computing it in terms of the world’s per 
capita income, we are at the highest level. If we look back 
upon the past when we received various assistance and 
cooperation from the international community, we feel 
that it is our responsibility to contribute to the interna- 
tional community. In that respect, regarding cultural 
exchanges, for one thing, I made it clear during my visits 
to ASEAN and London last time. At the UN General 
Assembly special session on disarmament I am thinking 
of proposing Japan’s cooperation for peace—of course, 
through the United Nations throughout—by not only 
extending monetary contributions toward rehabilitating 
strife-torn regions but also sending civilians for assis- 
tance. 
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The third question concerns the Toronto summit. In the 
first place, summit meetings began with economic ques- 
tions. This time it will discuss the economic cooperation 
issue. In this connection, I am thinking of spelling out a 
olan to improve it in my own way in both quality and 
quantity and thus establish a system concerning our 
foreign policy. 


[Reporter] Mr Prime Minister, regarding the official 
development assistance—ODA—which you mentioned 
just now, are you going to announce which programs 
Japan will carry out, citing figures, for instance? 


[Takeshita] Some time ago Mr Watanabe, chairman of 
the LDP Policy Affairs Research Council, called on me 
and said he believed that, in making that sort of speech, 
I should discuss the question of quality to earn real 
understanding, adding that this question should concern 
substance, not to mention quality. Regarding this point, 
while | am home after returning from the UN General 
Assembly session on disarmament and a tour of Europe 
and before attending the summit, I am thinking of 
deciding for myself what wording I should use. 


[Reporter] I wish to ask a question about the Japan-U:S. 
summit in London, to be held after the disarmament 
session, which is beginning the day after tomorrow. You 
said you do not believe that the beef and citrus issue will 
be taken up, but do you plan to discuss any regional 
issues other than U.S.-USSR relations or any bilateral 
issues other than the beef and citrus issue? 


[Takeshita] Frankly, this meeting is going to be held with 
a venue borrowed in London on President Reagan’s way 
back from Moscow. Therefore, I do not think that we will 
have time for that sort of extra talk. I think that basically 
we will talk about the U.S.-Soviet summit talks and the 
East-West issues arising from them. I do not think that 
we will be able to have time to talk about questions other 
than those. 


[Reporter] As we discussed a while ago, beginning 19 
June you will be attending the Toronto summit. Going 
back to this topic, on the part of Japan, what are the 
issues, perhaps including the question of economic coop- 
eration discussed earlier, that you will appeal for? Please 
narrow down the political and economic issues into three 
or four topics and discuss them briefly. 


[Takeshita] Then let me start with the political ques- 
tions. Since the summit comes right after the U.S.-USSR 
summit, I think that the participating leaders will discuss 
the East-West problem. Within this range, they will 
discuss what sort of concrete cooperative action they can 
take as member countries of the Western camp. In my 
case, | am attending the meeting as some sort of repre- 
sentative of Asia. Therefore, I think I will have to touch 
on the Korean question, the Cambodia question, China, 
which I shall be visiting later, and ASEAN, which I have 
just visited. For the most part, we shall be discussing 
issues such as strategic nuclear weapons, following the 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


conclusion of the INF abolition negotiations, and 
regional problems after the beginning of Soviet with- 
drawals from Afghanistan, and of course, also touch on 
the reduction of conventional forces. I think that those 
are political issues. That was rather longwinded. 


On economic issues, the question of economic coopera- 
tion has been raised both as an economic and a political 
problem. On purely economic questions, I think policy 
coordination among the summit nations will gradually 
increase. Thus, naturally, from the point of view of 
playing the role of developed countries in policy coordi- 
nation, the North-South problem and the problem of 
accumulated debts will have to be discussed. Moreover, 
there should be interest in the currency problem. After 
the Louvre Agreement, the present situation is fairly 
stable. On this, there might be confirmation of further 
policy coordination. I do not think that there will be any 
new developments. 


[Reporter] As you mentioned a while ago, Japan as an 
Asian country... [changes thought] I think the Olympics 
to be held in our neighbor country South Korea, in Seoul, 
would also be an item in the summit agenda. To help the 
Seoul Olympics succeed, what are the things that Japan 
can do? How would you ask the other leaders at the 
summit to cooperate? Would you mind discussing this 
more specifically? 


[Takeshita] I think this is one issue I myself will have to 
put into the agenda. Since there will be a record number, 
161 participant countries, if we recall that in 1964, when 
our country hosted the Olympics, it became a catalyst for 
development, thus for South Korea, certainly I hope the 
Seoul Olympics will be a great success. [sentence as 
heard] I believe the leaders of participating countries in 
the summit will also agree with me on this point. 
Therefore, in connection with this, coming down to 
specific problems, for instance, anti-terrorist measures, 
which have been the subject of much concern and a 
frequently discussed question, our country has set up a 
bilateral panel which has begun discussion on specific 
measures. With regard to this problem, we need to ask 
for the cooperation of the summit nations. I would like 
to obtain their cooperation to ensure that the success of 
the Olympics will have positive effects on the future of 
the Korean peninsula. 


[Reporter] I think another topic in the summit would be 
the newly industrialized countries [NIC’s] of Asia. With 
regard to how relations between countries like Taiwan 
and South Korea, which are rapidly increasing their 
economic power, and the developed countries should be 
enhanced—I think this will be a subject discussed at the 
summit—what will be your proposals at the summit? 
And how do you think the other nations will respond? 


[Takeshita] In asking this question, you must be familiar 
with the fact tha’ at the recent OECD ministerial meet- 
ing Foreign Minister Uno took the lead in the discussion 
of this question] and made certain statements. I think at 
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the summit, discussions will be based on the pattern at 
the OECD ministerial meeting. Needless to say, we muc! 
first appreciate the fact that the economic vitality of 
‘sian NIC’s stimulates, in a positive sense, the global 
economy and functions effectively in this economy. That 
is to say, they should not be dealt with on the assumption 
that strong rivals have appeared. I believe it will be 
desirable for the advanced industrialized countries, of 
course, including Japan, to agree roughly that in their 
dialogue with the NIC’s they should keep in mind their 
Own past experience in economic development and pro- 
ceed with the dialogue from the viewpoint that this 
economic vitality should favorably influence the global 
economy. 


[Reporter] Will you be proposing a new international 
framework in Asia and the Pacific composed of these 
NIC nations? 


[Takeshita] On this question... [changes thought] In the 
free discussion session scheduled in the coming summit, 
I think there might be discussions on, for example, the 
question of free trade agreements between the U.S. and 
Canada, or the prospective 1992 merger of the EC, or the 
quesiion regarding Asia and the Pacific. As to the 
framework you mentioned, although there are presently 
several organizations on friendly terms—you may term 
them organizations or associations—we have not come 
to a point where I would attempt to propose a rigid 
framework. 


[Reporter] On other foreign policy issues, it has been 
reported that you will be visiting Australia in July. You 
have emphasized the achievements of your two trips to 
Europe in terms of an equilateral triangle consisting of 
Japan, the United States, and Europe. In the future, with 
regard to the Pacific Basin, specifically there is the issue 
of liberalizing beef imports from Australia, may we hear 
about the sort of discussions you intend to engage in 
during your Australian visit? 


[Takeshita] With regard to Australia, actually, I have had 
several occasions to come in contact [with that country] 
in the past. Soon after the Sato cabinet was formed, was 
it Mr Whitlam who came? I have jokingly said that that 
was the first summit meeting for Mr Sato. Then, two 
days after I took office, Mr Hawke came. I told him since 
this year is also the bicentennial of Australia, given a 
chance, since I have been invited, I would like to make 
the visit. 


As much as possible, I would like to take the opportunity 
in July. Presently, | am thinking of a scheme called 
“Gone on Friday, back on Tuesday”’—that is, taking off 
after the cabinet meeting on Friday, since I am going to 
a country with no time difference, and if I come back on 
an evening flight on Monday, then I will be home in tinie 
for the cabinet meeting on Tuesday. The tentative sched- 
ule of going on | July and coming back on the morning 
of 5 July is under negotiation. 
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Of course, bilateral relations will be discussed. The Expo 
is also under way in Brisbane. I used to be the chairman 
of the Expo Parliamentarians Union and have been 
connected in one way or the other with mosi of the 
international expositions. Japan is good at expositions. | 
would like to have a look at the Brisbane Expo on 
Sunday. 


Overall, bilateral relations are very good. | would like to 
proceed with the discussions based on the principle that 
Australia should not suffer any disadvantages as a result 
of negotiations between other countries. 


[Reporter] On Japan-China relations: You are said to be 
very interested in visiting China. It has been reported 
that you are thinking of visiting China as early as August. 
Could you tell us the concrete schedule of your China 
visit and your thinking on resolving the various pending 
problems between Japan and China, such as the Kokaryo 
Dorm:tory issue and the question of the recent Okuno 
remarks? 


[Takeshita] This year we commemorate the 10th anni- 
versary of the Japan-China peace treaty. I have always 
wanted to visit China and have received a reply that | 
shall be welcome. Since this involves diplomatic . «goti- 
ations and there are practices governing this—usually, 
one week before the visit, both countries simultaneously 
make the announcement—lI have to follow it. If permit- 
ted, I would like to make the visit in late August. 


It is true for relations between all countries: Frictions 
come with the widening of relations. I believe that as 
long as we stand firm on the principles embodied in the 
joint communique and the peace treaty, which were 
concluded w.ih great effort by our forerunners when 
solving problems, various frictions can be tolerated 
within the broad framework of friendly relations. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


[Reporter] We have already exceeded the time limit. 
With this, we end the interview. Thank you. 


[Takeshita] Thank you. 


Plans To Stress Olympic Cooperation 
OW2805084588 Tokyo KYODO in English 0826 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Tokyo, May 28 KYODO—/Srime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita said Saturday he will call for cooper- 
ation at the Toronto summit of seven industrialized 
nations to help bring about a successful Seoul Olympics. 


Speaking at a press conference at his official residence, 
Takeshita said he will bring up the Seoul Olympics as 
one of the top subjects at the summit slated for June 
19-21. 
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Takeshita said Japan and South Korea are discussing 
antiterrorism measures and that a successful Seoul 
games should have a favorable effect on the future of the 
Korean peninsula. 


He said he will also propose discussion of problems 
relating to Kampuchea, China and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the summit. 


The prime minister said he hopes a broad agreernent 
would be reached at the summit that vitality of the newly 
industrialized countr’cs (NICs) in Asia would favorably 
affect the world economy as a whole. 


Takeshita said this vitality 1s helpful in stimulating the 
world economy and should not be regarded as a compet- 
itive threat. 


Japan will also explain its plan at the Toronto summit to 
improve and expand its official development assistance 
both in quality and quantity, he said. 


Takeshita said he will renew Japan's call for peace as the 
only atomic-bombed nation in his address at the Unite¢ 
Nations’ third special session on disarmament on June |. 


The prime minister said he will also pledge in his address 
that Japan will provide financial assistance and send 
civilians through the U.N. for rehabilitation of regions 
torn by conflict. 


The prime minister will visit the United Nations in New 
York, France, the Netherlands, Belgium and EC head- 
quarters from May 30 to June 9. 


Takeshita, who visited Italy, Britain and West Germary 
in early May, said he would like to exchange views with 
French and EC leaders before the Toronto summit 
meeting. 


Takeshita said he hopes to get a direct briefing cn the 
outcome of the U.S.-Soviet summit in Moscow from 
May 29 to June 2 when he meets U:S. President Ronald 
Reagan in London on June 3. 


The London meeting was hurriedly arranged at Japan's 
request and it will be the second summit between 
Takeshita and Reagan after the one in Washington last 
December. 


The prime minister said he does not intend to bring up 
the farm trade issue with Reagan and that he does not 
regard that meeting as a deadline for the farm trade 
negotiations. 


Japan intends to continue bilateral negotiations on the 
beef and orange import issue, seeking an international 
convincing solution, i akeshita said. 
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The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
has already decided to establish a panel to study com- 
plaints from the U.S. and Australia that Japan's agricul- 
tural import restrictions violate GATT rules. 


Takeshita said Japan and Australia are negotiating on 
Takeshita’s visit to Australia from July | to 5 and that 
Japan will not settle its farm trade dispute with the U.S. 
at the expense of Australia. 


Takeshita said he wishes to visit China in late August. 


He said the more bilateral relations expand, the more 
frictions arise but that he is convinced the frictions will 
be eliminated if the two countries act according to the 
1972 Japan-China Joint Communique and the 1978 
Japan-China Peace and Friendship Treaty. 


On domestic affairs, Takeshita indicated he wou!d con- 
vene an extraordinary Diet session in mid-July, to dis- 
cuss a sweeping tax reform. 


The prime minister said the session will last for more 
than 100 days, saying a short session is out of his 
consideration. 


Takeshita said the new indirect tax that the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party is considering may be called a 
new “excise tax’’ and admitted it would be similar to a 
general excise tax. 


He promised to carry out a 1,255 billion yen income tax 
reduction in fiscal 1988 which ‘iic LDP and opposition 
have already agreed but he indicated it wou:d be imple- 
mented as part of the sweeping tax reform. 


North Korea 


Further on CPCZ General Secretary's Visit 


Arrives in Pyongyang 27 May 
SK2805023688 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0500 GMT 27 May 88 


[Excerpts] This morning, Comrade Milos Jakes, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovax 
Communist Party [CPCZ], arrived in Pyongyang by 
special airplane to pay an official goodwill visit to our 
country at the invitation of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song, general secretary of the WPK Central 
Committee and DPRK president. 


The visit to our country by Comrade Milos Jakes is an 
important occasion to further deepen the bonds of 
friendship vetween the parties and peoples of Korea and 
Czechoslovakia and an encouragement to our people's 
just struggle for socialist construction and the i:depen- 
dent and peaceful reunification of the fatherland. [pas- 
sage omitted] 
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The guests were greeted at the airport by Comrade Pak 
Song-chol, member of the WPK Central Committee 
Political Bureau and vice president; Comrade Hong 
Song-nam, member of the WPK Central Committee 
Political Bureau and vice premier cf the State Adminis- 
tration Council; Comrade Kang Hui-won, alternate 
member of the WPK Central Committee Political 
Bureau, responsible secretary of the Pyongyang Munici- 
pal Party Committee. and chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal People’s Committee, Comrade Kim Pok-sin, 
alternate membcr of the WPK Central Committee Folit- 
ical Bureau and vice premier of the State Administration 
Council; Comrade Hwang Chang-yop, secretary of the 
W PK Central Committee, members and alternate mem- 
bers of the party Central Committee in Pyongyang; 
committee chairmen and ministers of the State Admin- 
istration Council; responsible functionaries of central 
organs and workers’ orgaaizations; generals and officers 
of the KPA; functionaries concerned; and Kim Kwang- 
sop. ambassador extraordinary and pleuipotentiary of 
our country to the CSSR. 


Also on hand at the airport were Vaclav Herman, CSSR 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to our 
country, embassy staff members, a Czechoslovak mem- 
ber and staffers of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission of the MAC. Diplomatic representatives of 
many countries in Our country came out to the airport. 
[passage omitted] 


Kim Il-song Banquet Speech 
SK2805015788 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 27 May 88 


{Speech by President Kim Il-song at a banquet for Milos 
Jakes, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, at the Kumsusan 
Assembly Hall on the evening of 27 May—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] Esteemed Comrade Milos Jakes, Czechoslovak 
guests, and comrades: We are very happy to meet here 
and sit side by side with esteemed Comrade Milos Jakes, 
who has come to our country with warm emotions of 
friendship. At this meeting, where we share emotions of 
friendship and the joy of union, I, on behalf of the WPK 
Central Committee and our people and on my own 
behalf, fervently welcome Comrade Milos Jakes, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, and the Czechoslovak guests 
once again. 


The Korean and Czechoslovak people are class brothers 
and revolutionary comrades in arms who have forged 
ties of friendship and who have closely supported and 
cooperated with each other amid the protracted common 
Struggle against imperialism and for socialist construc- 
tion. Since our visit to your country in 1984, the friendly 
and cooperative relations between Korea and Czechoslo- 
vakia have favorably developed in all fields—political, 
economic, and cultural—with each passing day. 
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Comrade Milos Jakes’ visit to our country and his 
meeting with us will provide a new milestone toward 
further promoting fraternity between us and toward 
deepening and developing the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the parties and people of the two 
countries on a higher stage and will contribute toward 
the common cause of strengthening overall socialist 
forces and of peace and security in Asia and Europe 


Over the past 40 years since the historic February event 
that opened a new era of socialist development in 
Czechoslovakia, the appearance of Czechoslovakia has 
epochally changed. The Czechoslovak people, by suc- 
cessfully advancing the revolution and construction 
amid the struggle against class enemies at home and 
abroad, have reformed their social, political, and eco- 
nomic (?foundations) and have built a developed and 
dignified socialist country in the center of Europe. 


In Czechoslovakia, where socialism has taken firm roo' 
economy, culture, science, and technology are constantly 
developing and the people’s material and cultural lives 
are further promoted with each passing day. Today, 
under the leadership of the Communist Party of Czech- 
oslovakia, the people of your country are vigorously 
struggling to accelerate social and economic develop- 
ment and to further consummate socialism according to 
the strategic line put forth at the | 7th party congress. 


Our party and people sincerely rejoice over the success 
that the fraternal Czechoslovak Communist Party and 
people have registered in socialist construction and 
heartily wish greater success in your struggle to imple- 
ment the Eighth 5-Year Plan and to build a developed 
Sc vialist society. 


Today our people are carrying out the two revolutionary 
tasks of socialist construction and national reunification 
under the difficult conditions of undergoing the 
country’s division and directly confronting the ring- 
leader of world imperialists. Our people have success- 
fully carried out the struggle to fulfill the Third 7-Year 
Plan, the grand program of socialist construction, and to 
complete the victory of socialism according to the policy 
put forth at the Sixth Congress of the WPK. 


Our party members and working people, by struggling. 
holding aloft the banner of the three revolutions— 
ideological technological, and culturali—are effecting 
const2nt upsurges on all fronts of socialist construction 
and are perfurming brilliant labor exploits in the 200 
day-campaign to significantly greet the 40th anniversary 
of the founding of the Republic. 


In South Korea today, the people's anti-!! ©. struggle for 
independence and antifascist struggle for democratiza- 
ton and national reunification are being vigorously 
waged in defiance of the brutal fascist suppression. The 
South Korean people's gallant struggle has dealt great 
blows to the U.S. colonial rule and has shaken the 
military fascist system from the bottom. 
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The persons in authority of South Korea are perpetrating 
cunning schemes under the pretense of democratization 
in a bid to soothe tne struggle spirit of the people that 
grows each day. However, the patent reality vividly 
shows that the present South Korean regime is a subor- 
dinate, antipopular military and dictatorial regime. 


The U.S. imperialists and the persons in authority of 
South Korea are now dashing toward the road of further 
aggravating tension by frantically waging an auti-Re- 
public commotion under the preposterous pretext of a 
threat from the North and security of the Olympics. This 
is not Only a grave challenge to the ardent desire of all the 
Korean people for peace and national reunification, but 
also runs counter to the aspirations of the progressive 
people of the world who love peace and justice. 


To alleviate the prevailing tense situation and to >. ide 
a favorable atmosphere for the peaceful reunific. » of 
the country, it is imperative to advance along the r- 
dialogue and negotiations, not along the road of confron- 
tation and war. The reunification question, which is 
related to the destiny of the entire nation, cannot be 
smoothly resolved through negotiations between specific 
political parties or the persons in authority. Furthiemore, 
if the reunification question is negotiated with only the 
persons in authority of South Korea, who have failed to 
win support from the people, it would constitute an act 
of ignoring the will of the South Korean people. 


To negotiate urgent problems that arise in achieving 
national reunification in a democratic way in conformity 
with the will of all the Korean people, it is imperative to 
convene, as we have already proposed, a North-South 
joint conference in which the authorities of the North 
and the South, representatives from political parties and 
public organizations, and personag?s of all walks of life 
in the North and the South participate. 


In South Korea today, personages of all walks of life and 
broad segments of the people now demand to participate 
in reunification debates. Opposition personages have 
expressed their will to meet with us. Youths and students 
have proposed North-South student talks. Women and 
religious personages call for contact with women and 
religious personages in the northern half of the Republic. 
All of this is an affirmative initiative to end national 
division and open a bright road toward national reuni- 
fication and 1s a good thing that deserves welcome. 


Proceeding from such a viewpoint, we contend that 
bilateral or multilateral contact and talks be held 
between representatives of political parties and political 
factions and personages of all walks of life in the North 
and the South even prior to convening a North-South 
joint conference. 


We will keep our door open, without discrimination, to 
those personages who sincerely desire reunification and 
who want dialogue. | will wiliingly meet and exchange 
views with representatives from any political parties, 
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political factions, or personages in South Korea, if doing 
so will be conducive to the country’s reunification. Even 
if youths, students, and ordinary workers come to Pyong- 
yang to meet us, we will welcome them. 


As for the cohosting of the Olympics, which is widely 
being discussed at home and abroad, it is not something 
that cannot be solved. 


According to the regulations that govern the Olympics, 
as lome people argue, realizing cohosting may be said to 
be too late or impossible. However, we hold a different 
view. 


\lthough the country is divided into the North and the 
-outh, we are firm on the stand that Korea is one and 
that the Korean people are also one. If the Olympics are 
held in the territory of some other country, and since 
ihvey are to be hosted in the land of Korea, one land— 
regardless of whether it is in the North or South—the 
right to decide upon cohosting rests with our Korean 
people, the mos «rs of Korea, under any circumstances. 


Under the circui*.ances in which not only the people n 
the northern half of the Republic, but also the people of 
all walks of life in South Korea, including the political 
circles, youths, and students, also strongly demand that 
the olympics be cohosted by the North and the South, 
there are no conditions that prevent the realization of thr 
Olympics’ cohosting. 


Until the opening day of the Olympics, we will continue 
making efforts together with the South Korean people 
for the realization of cohosting. 


If cohosting is not realized, we will not participate in the 
Olympics, which run counter to national aspirations. 


Even if we reject unilateral hosting and stay away from 
the Seoul Olympics, we have nothing to lose. 


Rather, the South Korean people, youths, and students 
will support us—who defend national interests—and 
even the revolutionary people of the world will also 
welcome us, who maintain the principled stand. 


if the unilateral hosting of the Seoul Olympics is forcibly 
carried out under the protection of a U.S. aircraft carrier, 
thus, ignoring the desire of the Korean people and thus 
running counter to the Olympic ideals, it will leave a 
smear on history. 


Comrades, the struggle for peace and socialism is the 
common cause of the parties and people of our two 
countries. Thanks to the struggle of socialist countries 
and the peace-loving forces of the world, an aspect of 
detente is being gradually opened in international rela- 
tions. 
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This 1s a good phenomenon that corresponds to the 
common aspirations of mankind. However, the imperi- 
alists are accelerating the militarization of the economy 
and the arms race, not discarding the policy of strength, 
and still adhere to the policy of aggression and war 
against socialist countries and to the plunder of devel- 
oping nations. 


Because of this, the international situation remains 
strained and world peace is gravely threatened. The 
people of socialist countries should vigorously struggle to 
check and frustrate the imperialists’ maneuvers for 
aggression and war, safeguard peace, and accomplish the 
socialist and communist cause to the end. 


We activsly support the proposal of the Czechoslovak 
party and government to establish a nuclear-free (?cor- 
ridor) and chemical weapons-free zone in Central 
Europe to consolidate the peace and security of Europe 
and the proposal to establish a zone of trust, cooperation, 
and friendly relations along border areas between 
nations that participate in the Warsaw Treaty and mem- 
ber countries of NATO. We extend firm solidarity to 
your struggle to realize them. 


We also highly appraise the efforts of socialist countries 
to establish 2 comprehensive international security sys- 
tem; to build a nuclear-free, violence-free world; to 
prevent the militarization of the space; and to com- 
pletely abolish all manner of nuclear weapons and chem- 
ical weapons. 


Our people will actively struggle to turn the Korean 
peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone and prevent a 
new global war and will reliably defend peace and the 
eastern outpost of socialism. 


Taking this opportunity, I express deep thanks to the 
CSSR and Czechoslovak people who have always 
actively supported our people’s revolutionary cause for 
socialist construction and national reunification. 


The Korean peopie value friendship and unity with the 
fraternal Czechoslovak people. Our party and people will 
in the future, as well, strengthen friendship and unity 
with the CSSR and Czechoslovak people based on Marx- 
ism-Leninism and proletariat internationalism and will 
vigorously fight alongside you for victory of the cause of 
peace, socialism, and communism. 


1 firmly believe that the visit of respected Comrade 
Milos Jakes to our country will bring about excellent 
fruition. 


I now propose a toast to the indomitable fraternal 
friendship and unity between the parties and people of 
our two countries; to strengthening and developing the 
CSSR and the prosperity of the CSSR; to the unity and 
cohesion of socialist countries and the international 
communist movement; to the victory of the cause of 
peace and socialism and communism; to the good health 
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of respected Comrade Milos Jakes; to the good health of 
the guests from Czechoslovakia; and to the good health 
of the many comrades present here. 


Ho Tam Statement on Contacts, Olympics 
SK3005 143488 Pyongyang Domestic service in Korean 
1300 GMT 30 May 


[Press statement issued by Ho Tam, member of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the WPK Ccatral 
Committee and chairman of the CPRF, on 30 May in 
Pyongyang—read by announcer] 


[Text] In his speech at a banquet in honor of Comrade 
Milos Jakes, general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party who paid an 
official goodwill visit to our country, the great leader 
Comvade Kim !I-song, the sun of the nation and lodestar 
of national reunification, on the basis of his comprehen- 
sive analysis and evaluation of the South Korean situa- 
tion, declared a new negotiation policy of holding bilat- 
eral or multilateral contacts and talks between 
representatives of parties groupings, and people from all 
walks of life in the North and South and clarified the 
principled stance in connection with the cohosting of the 
Olympics. 


In his speech, the great leader profoundly analyzed and 
appraised the South Korean people’s struggle for inde- 
pendence, democracy, and reunification and the South 
Korean regime, clearly elucidated again the justness of 
the proposa! for a North-South joint conference, and put 
forward a new realistic and reasonable policy of negoti- 
ation under the present condition in which this proposal 
has not been realized. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: From 
this point of view, we hold that, even before a North- 
South joint conference is convened, bilateral or multilat- 
eral cUntacts and talks should be held between represen- 
tatives of parties, groupings, and people from all walks of 
life in the North and South. 


As soon as it was made public, this negotiation policy put 
forward by the respected and beloved leader—a fair and 
aboveboard policy of negotiations which fully conforms 
to the demands of a new situation in South Korea and 
aspirations of all people in the North and South—began 
to arouse great sympathy and welcome at home and 
abroad. 


In the name of all Korean people who desire peace in the 
country and its peaceful reunification, I ardently wel- 
come and fully support the great leader’s policy of 
holding bilateral or multilateral contacts and talks 
between representatives of parties, groupings, and peo- 
ple from all walks of life in the North and South even 
before a North-South joint conference is convened, con- 
sidering it the most just and timely overture for opening 
the shortcut to national reconciliation and the reunifica- 
tion of the fatherland. 
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By origin, a North-South joint conference, in which 
those in authority in the North and South, representa- 
tives of parties, groupings, and personages of all walks of 
life participate, should be convened to promote national 
reconciliation and unity between the North and the 
South and to provide a favorable atmosphere for peace 
in the country and its peaceful reunification. 


The question of holding a North-South joint conference 
is becoming more pressing in light of the demands of a 
new political situation prevailing in South Korea. 


The current South Korean regime, which won only 36 
percent of the votes during the presidential election last 
December, gained no more than 30 percent or so of the 
votes in the parliamentary election last April. Therefore, 
holding dialogue only with the South Korean authorities, 
which are opposed and rejected by the absolute majority 
of the people, as a partner is an act that ignores a wide 
range of the South Korean people. 


This notwithstanding, proceeding from the (?intention) 
of trying to monopolize North-South dialogue, the South 
Korean persons in authority have refused our proposal 
for dialogue; thus, a North-South joint conference has 
not yet been arranged. 


The South Korean persons in authority are extremely 
aggravating North-South relations, not only by persis- 
tently refusing our proposal for holding a North-South 
joint conference but also by kicking up anti-Republic 
rackets by hatching a preposterous strategem. Also, they 
are leading tension in the country to the worst state, 
frantically waging war exercises against us. 


This situation demands that before a North-South joint 
conference is convened, representatives of parties, 
groupings, and people from all walks of life in the North 
and South should first sit face to face with each other at 
an early date and solve a series of problems arising in 
North-South relations along with problems of mutual 
concern. 


Furthermore, today South Korean parties, groupings, 
and people from all walks of life demand a wide partic- 
ipation in dialogue for reunification. Personages of the 
South Korean opposition parties have expressed their 
will to meet our respected and beloved President Kim 
Il-song and have proposed the holding of North-South 
party-level talks to realize the cohosting of the Olympics. 
Youths and students have proposed North-South stu- 
dent talks. Women and religious figures demand con- 
tacts with women and religious people in our northern 
half of the Republic. 


The great leader's presentation of a new policy of holding 
bilateral or multilateral contacts and talks between rep- 
resentatives of parties, groupings, and people from all 
walks of life in the North and South even before a 
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North-South joint conference is realized is a just, nation- 
saving measure that reflects the desires and aspirations 
of the South Korean people from all walks of life who 
want to participate together in dialogue for reunification. 


Highly appraising this time the fact that South Korean 
parties, groupings, and people from all walks of life 
demand dialogue with us, the great leader has declared 
the st?.id that we will always keep the door open indis- 
crimi.‘ately to those who earnestly desire reunification 
and d: ‘ogue; that he will gladly meet and exchange 
opinion. with the representatives of any political party, 
grouping, «*d stratum in South Korea if that is helpful to 
the reunification of the country; and that he will wel- 
come visits to Pyongyang by youths and students or even 
ordinary workers. 


Showing the great and lofty traits of the fatherly leader 
who devotes everything to the reunification of the coun- 
try, this endlessly warms the hearts of all people. 


Our respected and beloved leader is a great man who has 
devoted everything to the country and the nation, meet- 
ing nationalists, to say nothing of workers and peasants; 
embracing anticommunist right-wing politicians; and 
holding hands with religious people by fathoming the 
aspirations of many people for a long time from the time 
he first embarked upon the road of the revolution until 
today. 


If contacts and talks between political parties and orga- 
nizations, which have been put forth by the great leader, 
are realized, a breakthrough in the deadlock between the 
North and South will, doubtlessly, open; an atmosphere 
of national reconciliation and unity will be created. 
Ways for solving the pending issues in North-South 
relations in conformity with the interests of national 
reunification and national common interests will be 
provided. 


In his speech, the great leader clearly declared our 
principled stance in connection with the cohosting of the 
24th Olympics, which is currently being much discussed 
at home at abroad. The principled stand the respected 
and beloved leader has elucidated in connection with the 
cohosting of the Olympics, which embodies a thorough 
spirit of national independence and the ideology of 
reunification and national salvation, is totally just. 


Having decided to hold the 24th Olympics in Seoul, 
South Korea, is an outcome of the conspiracy of the 
imperialists who try to divide our country forever by 
making two Koreas. 


Proceeding from this, we have objected to the separate 
hosting of the Olympics for two Koreas and have 
demanded the cohosting of the Olympics for one Korea. 


The right to decide wheiher the 24th Olympics are 
cohosted by the North and South lies with our Korean 
people. As long as the Olympic games are to be held in 
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the land of Korea, not in a foreign land, the Korean 
people have the authority to object to them and cccide 
by what method they will be heid. 


Furthermore, there is no reason why the cohosting of the 
Olympics cannot be realized under circumstances in 
which a wide range of people in South Korea as well as 
the people in the northern half of the Republic strongly 
demand that the North and South cohost the 24th 
Olympic games. Therefore, it is natural for us to con- 
tinue to make efforts with the South Korean people, until 
the Olympics open, to realize the cohosting of the 
Olympics. 


If cohosting is not realized and a separate holding is 
pushed ahead, it is extremely natural for us not to 
participate in such games, because that becomes an act of 
turning away from the peaceful reunification of Korea; 
of continuing to leave South Korea to the United States 
as its colony; and of conniving with and tolerating the 
maneuvers of the South Korean fascist clique which 
suppresses and kills South Korean people, youths, and 
students who fight for national reunification. 


When South Korean youths and students are fighting, 
even committing suicide by disemboweling themselves 
and jumping to the ground for the cohosting of the 
Olympics, how can we go to and attend sporting events 
in the land where those who wage a just and patriotic 
struggle are indiscriminately murdered, and how can we 
participate in the games which will be pushed ahead 
under the protection of a U.S. aircraft carrier? 


We cannot exchange national reunification, which is 
connected with the life or death of the nation, with the 
sports events. 


As taught by the great leader, we will lose nothing and, to 
the contrary, we will gain more revolutionary people, 
even though we do not participate in the Seoul Olympics. 


Indeed, the new policy of negotiations and the principled 
stance in connection with the cohosting of the Olympics 
which the great leader Comrade Kim II-song has eluci- 
dated are an encouraging banner that gives the Korean 
people new courage and faith for peace in the country 
and it peaceful reunification. 


Bilateral or multilateral contacts and talks between rep- 
resentatives of parties, groupings, and people from all 
walks of life in the North and South should be held at an 
early date; and our proposal for cohosting the Olympics 
should be realized without delay. 


The South Korean persons in authority should discard 
the self-righteous way of thinking for trying to monopo- 
lize dialogue; should not block the realization of bilateral 
or multilateral contacts and talks between representa- 
tives of parties, groupings, and people from all walks of 
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life in the North and South; should abandon the play of 
trying to separately hold the Olympics even now, though 
belated; and should turn out on the road of realizing the 
cohosting of the Olympics. 


Expressing the expectation that the representatives of 
parties, groupings, and people from all walks of life in 
South Korea will make active efforts to realize bilateral 
or multibateral contacts and talks with us, I express the 
firm belief that the South Korean youths, students, and 
people will continue to valiantly fight for realizing the 
cohosting of the Olympics. 


Along with this, availing myself of this opportunity, | 
expect the parties, governments, and peoples of many 
countries in the world that desire peace in Korea and its 
peaceful reunification to extend active support for our 
new policy of negotiations and the principled stand of 
cohosting the Olympic games. 


Daily on Kim I1-Song’s Unity Plan 
SK2905 133588 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2213 GMT 28 May 88 


{NODONG SINMUN 29 May editorial: “New Proposal 
for North-South Negotiations Is an Encouraging Banner 
That Brilliantly Illuminates the Road Toward Peace and 
Peaceful Reunification”’] 


[Text] In a speech delivered at a banquet for Comrade 
Milos Jakes, general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Czechoslovakian Communist Party, the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, based upon his own clever 
analysis of the current situation in South Korea and the 
military, fascist nature of the current South Korean 
regime, presented a fundamental stand and proposal for 
resolving the questions of North-South dialogue and 
reunification, and the question of cohosting the Olym- 
pics in a democratic manner in conformity with the will 
of all the Korean people. Our people, in recognizing the 
new proposal advanced by the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song as the most just and reasonable measure for 
national salvation—one that can provide an opportunity 
for altering the situation after accumulating the common 
will of all of nation, and one that can hasten the cause of 
reunifying the fatherland—enthusiastically support and 
welcome it. 


During his speech, the great leader Comrade Kim II-song 
taught: If it is to alleviate the prevailing tense situation 
and to provide conditions favorable to peaceful reunifi- 
cation, [we] must embark upon the road toward dialogue 
and negotiation, not confrontation and war. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song clearly elucidated 
the fundamental stand of our party and the government 
of our Republic on convening a North-South joint con- 
ference attended by authorities, representatives of vari- 
ous parties and organizations, and persons from varioul 
walks life in the North and South to resolve questions— 
which will be raised in realizing the reunification of the 
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fatherland—in a democratic manner, in conformity with 
the will of all the Korean people. He also elucidated our 
stand on holding bilateral or multilateral contacts and 
talks among representatives of various parties, factions, 
and strata in the North and the South even before a joint 
conference is convened. The chuche-oriented and patri- 
otic stand of our party and the government of our 
Republic on resolving the question of reunifying the 
country—according to the country’s specific circum- 
stances—and the will and interests of the popular 
masses, who are the main forces of history and the 
masters of the fatherland’s reunification, is reflected in 
the new proposal for convening a North-South joint 
conference and holding bilateral and multilateral con- 
tacts and talks. This proposal is a lighthouse for reunifi- 
cation and national salvation. It is also an encouraging 
banner that correctly reflects the prevailing tense situa- 
tion in our country and the earnest desire of all fellow 
countrymen, and one which clearly elucidates a way to 
open a new phase in the struggle to reunify the country. 


In South Korea, despite the harsh military and fascist 
suppression of the U.S. imperialists and their cat’s paws, 
a struggle by the patriotic youths, students, and people 
from all walks of life who aspire for independence, 
democracy, and reunification is increasing with unstopp- 
able vigor. The courageous struggle of the South Korean 
people is shaking the roots of the colonial fascist ruling 
system of the U.S. imperialists and their running dogs. 
The South Korean military fascist clique is kicking up 
cunning maneuvers under the mask of democratization 
in an effort to dampen the spirit of the people’s struggle. 
However, the current situation demonstrates that no 
suppression using guns and bayonets or deceptive tricks 
can crush the will of the people to wage a struggle for 
independence, democracy, and reunification, and that 
neither can the former eternally divide our nation, which 
is of the same race, into two parts. 


The U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u military fascist 
clique are frantically trying to find an exit by further 
aggravating tension, while also kicking up anti-Republic 
commotions and adventurous military commotions 
under the groundless pretexts of nonexistent threats of 
southward invasion and Olympic security. To alleviate 
the prevailing tense situation and to provide a favorable 
atmosphere for peaceful reunification, there is no other 
way but to embark upon the road of dialogue and 
negotiations. The trend of the developing situation dem- 
onstrates that even though North-South relations are 
frozen and deadlocked, if all the people in the North and 
South who aspire for peace and reunification wage a 
united struggle, North-South relations can be improved, 
and that a phase of change for independent, peaceful 
reunification can be opened. The proposal for convening 
a North-South joint conference and for holding bilaterzl 
or multilateral contacts and talks even before a joint 
conference is convened is the best proposal for improv- 
ing abnormal North-South relations—relations which 
have remained deadlocked and in which confrontation 
has reached its peak—and for opening a new phase in 
dialogue, peace, and peaceful reunification. 
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Properly speaking, the question of national reunification 
is not only an important issue related to the destiny of 
the entire nation, but is also a nationwide issue that can 
be smoothly resolved only when the participation of 
people from all walks of life is firmly guaranteed and the 
general will of the entire nation is integrated. Therefore, 
the wide plaza of negotiations that can fully reflect the 
opinions of political parties, organizations, and persons 
from various walks of life in the North and South should 
be provided, and broad segments of the people should be 
given the opportunity and correct conditions to partici- 
pate in resolving the reunification question. 


In particular, the results of the puppets’ December 
presidential elections and the puppets’ April general 
elections clearly demonstrate that the present rulers of 
South Korea can never represent the opinion of an 
absolute majority of the South Korean people. If we were 
to negotiate the reunification question with only those 
who are nqw in power in South Korea—and they 
obtained support from approximately only 30 percentlof 
the voters, despite their use of all sorts of fraud and even 
their computer fabrication, due to their failure to obtain 
the people’s support—this would constitute an act of 
disregarding the will of the South Korean people. 


Today, the opinion that the masses should be the main 
force in resolving the reunification question widely pre- 
vails in South Korea. Political parties, organizations, 
and persons from various walks of life, including youths 
and students, strongly call for their participation in 
dialogue for reunification while presenting their views 
on dialogue and reunification, and their own political 
principles and policies on reunification. Opposition fig- 
ures have expressed their desire to meet with President 
Kim Il-song and to consult with him on the reunification 
issue. Youths and students have proposed North-South 
student talks. Women and religious figures call for con- 
tacts with women and religious persons in the northern 
half of the Republic. 


All of this is an expression of their lofty and patriotic 
hearts, which love the country and the nation, and of 
their firm will to resolve the question of the country’s 
reunification in concert with our own efforts. This is, 
therefore, a very good phenomenon. 


In his speech, in which he stated that we, without 
discrimination, will keep our door open to those persons 
who sincerely desire reunification and who want dia- 
logue, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said he will 
willingly meet and exchange views with representatives 
from any political party or political faction, or with 
representatives of any segment of people in South Korea. 
He also said that should youths, students, or ordinary 
workers come to Pyongyang, he would welcome them. 


Indeed, the great leader Comrade Kim II-song’s proposal 
for holding bilateral or multilateral contacts and talks 
between representatives from political parties, organiza- 
tions, and persons from all walks of life in the North and 
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South is not only a patriotic initiative that makes it 
possible to accelerate the reunification cause by pooling 
the will and strength of the entire nation, in conformity 
with the original character of the reunification issue. It is 
also the torch of national salvation which bestows the 
bright dawn of national reunification on all of the 
brethren in the North and the South. 


In his speech, by elucidating the grounds for realizing the 
cohosting of the Olympics in the North and South, the 
great leader Comrade Kim il-song also said that we will, 
until the opening day of the Olympic games, continue 
making efforts together with the South Korean people to 
realize cohosting. He also clarified the principled stand 
that if cohosting is not realized, we will not participate in 
the Olympic games, for they run counter to national 
aspirations. 


This principled stand of our party and the government of 
the Republic which the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song has clarified reflects the lofty patriotic and 
nation-loving desire to open a favorable aspect for 
national reconciliation and unity, and for the country’s 
reunification by realizing cohosting of the 24th Olympic 
games at any cost. Although the national territory is 
divided into two parts—the North and the South— 
Korea is one and the Korean nation is one. 


Since the 24th Olympic games are to be hosted in the 
land of Korea, one land—regardless of whether it is in 
the North or the South—the right to decide on cohosting 
rests with our Korean people in the North and the South, 
who are the masters of Korea. At the same time, not only 
the people of the northern half of the Republic, but also 
the people from all walks of life in South Korea, includ- 
ing political circles, youths, and students, strongly call 
for Olympic cohosting. The voices supporting and 
approving of this are echoing loudly among the peace- 
loving people of the world. 


This tells us that there is no reason or condition what- 
soever why the Olympics cannot be cohosted in the 
North and South of Korea. Some people, in referring to 
Olympic regulations, hold that cohosting is impossible. 
However, that is an antinational act designed to abuse 
the Olympics for their own insidious purposes. 


Even if the cohosting of the Olympics is not realized, 
meaning that South Korea will host them singlehan- 
dedly, thus running counter to national interests, we will 
not participate in them, for we have nothing to lose. 
Rather, the South Korean people, youths, and students 
will support us—we who treasure national interests— 
and even the revolutionary people of the world will also 
welcome us, we who adhere to the principled stand. 


Our principled stand toward the Olympic issue which 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has vigorously 
clarified calls our entire people in the North and South to 
join in the struggle to check and frustrate the criminal 
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maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u 
ring—they who have sought to abuse the Olympics in the 
fabrication of two Koreas—and to make the Olympics a 
joint festival of the nation. 


Indeed, the new policies that were clarified in the speech 
have greatly moved the hearts of the people at home and 
abroad. This is because they not only embody the 
chuche-oriented stand of the respected and beloved 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, who seeks to resolve all 
issues in conformity with national interests while relying 
upon the nation’s united strength, but also his lofty 
patriotic and nation-loving spirit and his broad, capa- 
cious mind and generosity. 


All people in the North and South should vigorously 
wage the great march of national salvation and reunifi- 
cation to put an end to the disgraceful national history of 
antagonism and confrontation, and to unfold a new 
chapter of dialogue, negotiations, reconciliation, and 
unity. 


The South Korean people should smash, at every stage, 
the rulers who have monopolized dialogue and debates 
on reunification and who have blocked the road of 
reconciliation and unity. They should also smash the 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists who have controlled 
them from behind the scenes. The South Korean people 
should turn out as one in the struggle to realize bilateral 
or multilateral contacts and talks between representa- 
tives of political parties, organizations, and segments 
from various walks of life in the North and South. 


The No Tae-u ring should renounce its treacherous act of 
laying an even graver barrier on the road of national 
reunification, thus running counter to the nation’s aspi- 
ration for reunification. If the rascals continue to adhere 
to the maneuvers for anticommunist confrontation, 
national split, and war in the future, they will be sub- 
jected to greater curses and condemnation from the 
entire nation as well as the progressive people of the 
world. 


There is no power that can block the just cause of all the 
people in the North and South who have risen up to 
pioneer with their own efforts the destiny of the nation. 
All the Korean people in the North and South will smash 
the maneuvers of splittists at home and abroad for 
permanent national division and, thus, will without fail 
expedite the day of national reunfication. 


South Korea 


National Assembly Opens With ‘High Hopes’ 
SK3 105003388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
31 May 88 p 6 


{Editorial: “13th National Assembly Opens’’] 


[Text] In the midst of our high hopes for sociopolitical 
democratization in the nation, the | 3th National A:-em- 
bly impressively opened yesterday, with a total 0. 299 
legislators-elect making their solemn pledges to steer 
parliamentary politics on the right track during their 
four-year tenure of office. 
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From the very outset of the new legislature, individual 
assemblymen, regardless of their partisan affiliations, 
seem to feel great responsibility for the proud role they 
will play in national politics in their attempts to carry out 
the ardent wishes of the people for the realization of 
democratization in a wide variety of social sectors. 


Throughout the 40-year annals of parliamentary politics 
in the country, the ruling political camp has ever been 
blamed for its high-handed legislative operation, taking 
advantage of its majority force on the floor, thus over- 
riding the principle of dialogue and compromise in 
democratic politics. 


In sharp contrast to the previous formula of parliamen- 
tary politics, however, the incumbent National Assembly 
is characterized by a power equilibrium between the four 
political parties, with the three opposition parties hold- 
ing a joint majority over the ruling camp, thus excluding 
the possibility that national politics will be unilaterally 
run according to the dictates of the government party, 
unlike in previous years. 


Hopefully reflecting the political maturity that will have 
to be displayed by the ruling as well as opposition camps 
hereafter under such circumstances, the four-party con- 
ference held at Chongwadae over the last weekend 
reportedly proceeded in an amicable and productive 
atmosphere, with the respective partisan leaders unre- 
servedly talking about their common or differing stands 
on a number of key pending issues in state affairs. 


None of the major issues can be dealt with satisfactorily 
in the absence of a cooperative spirit among the four 
partisan groups, so they are asked to ever be ready to talk 
about them through sincere attempts at dialogue, making 
mutual concessions within the formula of political sta- 
bility. 


Opposition politicians, for their part, are urged to refrain 
from capitalizing on the power given them by their 
combined majority on the floor for their partisan pur- 
poses alone, failing to closely weigh the public wishes on 
specific legislative matters. 


No Tae-u Gives Opening Speech 
SK3005 130088 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
0400 GMT 30 May 88 


[Speech by President No Tae-u at the opening of the 13th 
National Assembly on 30 May in the National Assembly 
Building —live] 


[Text] Esteemed speaker of the Nationa! Assembly and 
members of the National Assembly: I am delighted to 
congratulate you along with all the people in the country 
on the opening of the | 3th National Assembly. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


First of all, let me offer my congratulations to you, the 
members of the National Assembly, on having been 
elected in the general elections held last 26 April and on 
your taking seats in the new National Assembly that is 
opened today. 


I am convinced, without a doubt, that the | 3th National 
Assembly will become a sanctuary of genuine parliamen- 
tary democratic politics that achieve national develop- 
ment. 


I am also convinced that the ruling and opposition 
parties will accept diverse public opinions into this 
sanctuary and, after discussing and compromising over 
them, that they will arrive at conclusions that reflect 
public opinion, thereby setting in motion new politics 
that provide all the people with a feeling of relief and 
hope. 


I pledge that I will see to it that the government which I 
lead also cooperates with the National Assembly to the 
fullest extent in embodying public opinion and the call of 
the times. [applause] 


Members of the National Assembly, you and I have 
come to share responsibility for state affairs during a 
particularly significant period of our political history. 


Today marks the 40th year since the opening of the 
Constitutional National Assembly, the beginning of a 
history of constitutional democratic politics in our coun- 
try. You and I are now renewing our determination to 
make genuine democracy strike its roots by overcoming 
ordeals and going through upheavals hand in hand. 


We should all make efforts to accelerate our develop- 
ment that has continued the world’s most shining eco- 
nomic growth and distribute the fruits of growth more 
equally so as to make the rays of prosperity penetrate all 
the shady spots. 


We should not interrupt our pace of development, not be 
self-conceited or content, so that we can put ourselves in 
the ranks of advanced countries without wasting the 
blood and sweat of the entire population over the past 
generation and thereby make our country among the 
imposing countries in the world. 


The Seoul Olympics, focus of world attention, are 
about 100 days away. Seoul Olympics, in which East 
European countries, including the Soviet Union, and 
160-odd countries from around the world, including the 
PRC, are to participate, will become a festival of man- 
kind for peace, the largest ever hosted, in which the East 
and West and the entire world gather together for the 
first time in 12 years. 


FBIS-EAS-88-104 
31 May 1988 


The day before yesterday | exchanged views in a serious 
and unreserved manner on the tasks of national propor- 
tion and immediate pending issues with the three leaders 
of the opposition parties with whom I ran in the past 
presidential election. 


The three leaders of the opposition parties and I share 
regret that only North Korea, our fellow countrymen, 
will not participate in the festival of harmony of the 
entire world. We agreed to exert pannationa! suprapar- 
tisan efforts for the security and success of the Seoul 
Olympics. With the success of the Seoul Olympics, we 
will promote practical relations with the nations whose 
ideas and ideologies are different from ours, transcend- 
ing the antagonism produced by the East-West cold war. 


Our policy toward the North will not only raise the our 
country’s international position, but will also be signifi- 
cant in creating conditions for unification. Tearing down 
the wall of division that keeps our territory and fellow 
countrymen separated is currently an unstoppable para- 
mount task that faces us all. 


It is time to press ahead with the policy of unification by 
pooling the resourcefulness and strength of the entire 
population on the assumption that North Korea is not an 
opponent for mutual slandering in confrontation with 
us, but is part of the national community to share 
prosperity based on patriotic love. 


We should also lay a foundat' 1 for achieving the final 
aim of a prosperous unified fatherland by realizing 
manpower, economic, and cultural exchanges so that our 
compatriotic love permeates the closed society of North 
Korea, which has consistently adhered to one-man and 
one-party dictatorship over the past 40 years. 


The reality in which our independent forces who will 
achieve democracy, prosperity, and reunification are 
growing boundlessly encourages us. 


Respected members of the Assembly, no one can block 
the rushing torrents of democracy that have now passed 
the eventful and difficult moments of constitutional 
government. At this historic place where the 13th 
National Assembly is being opened, I recall the dark 
state of crisis in the constitutional government at this 
lime a year ago. 


What enabled us to overcome the crisis in which even the 
nation’s unsty was about to collapse was advancing along 
the road of genuine democracy in compliance with the 
people's will. Thus, a new Constitution was realized 
according to mutual consent of the people, and the ruling 
and opposition parties, and the president was elected 
through the people’s direct vote. The new National 
Assembly was also formed through free elections. 


It has been nearly 100 days since the government of the 
new Republic set sail as I took the presidency after a 
peaceful transfer of government was realized for the first 
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time in our history. During this period, though brief, 
enormous qualitative changes have taken place in the 
relations between politics and power and between the 
government and people and in many domains of society. 
Oppression by those who hold power and repressive rule 
have now disappeared. Torture and acts violating the 
dignity of men and infringing upon human rights have 
also disappeared. 


Freedom of the press is in full bloom, allowing the people 
to speak without fear and to criticize others based on 
one’s own views. The new system of freedom and auton- 
omy is being expanded in all fields. An end has been put 
to the era of c 1e-man long-term power and the unrea- 
sonable extension of power which consistently caused 
troubles and disorder throughout our 40-year history of 
constitutional politics. The controversy over the system 
which divided the people and the dispute over legitmacy 
have been cleanly removed. 


The black-and-white logic concerning dictatorship and 
democracy has also been eliminated with the beginning 
of the new politics of the new Reyublic. The era of 
genuine democracy that the people aspired for is now 
being unfolded today. 


Respected members of the National Assembly, peoples 
of the nations of the entire world, who looked with 
concern and worry a year ago at the nation hosting the 
Olympics, marvel at our dramatic democratic develop- 
ment and world people’s have a new view of us. They say 
that South Korea, which realized economic miracles, has 
now achieved political miracles. 


I cherish boundless trust in great potentials and matured 
democratic ability of our people. The situation of the 
time that eradicated the dark shadow of the past with the 
firm will for democratization and the result of the recent 
parliamentary elections have changed the old shape of 
the National Assembly. 


Both the era when the ruling party, by means of numer- 
ical superiority, could unilaterally railroad the opposi- 
tion and the era when minority party politics meant 
justified unconditional opposition and struggle have 
equally gone. No political party can now rule arbitrarily 
nor can anyone ignore the politics of partnership and 
cooperation. No party will be free of the responsibility 
for parliamentary politics. 


The people ordered that new parliamentary politics 
through dialogue and compromise with matured politi- 
cal ability should begin. The bright politics of the new 
era when such a solemn order by the people is upheld 
with the firm will to achieve democracy are ensured. 


Respected members of the Assembly, the government 
and Assembly of the new Republic are the partners who 
should jointly resolve what the people want and tasks for 
the nation. I firmly believe that the politics which the 
people want to achieve today are not the politics that 
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split and waste our Own strength with antagonism and 
division but are creative politics to enhance the nation to 
a higher stage through joint work for the nation and the 
people. [applause] 


Both the ruling party, being responsible for state affairs, 
and opposition parties pursuing dominance in political 
power must compete with each other in a bona-fide 
manner through the parliamentary forum, engaging in 
creative politics in the cause of the people’s interest. 


The mature people will be the wise and final judge. 
Democratic politics can be realized only when violence 
in any form is denied. To defend democracy, mass 
revolution that is camouflaged with the theory of class 
struggle, and the line of reunification through communi- 
zation designed to frontally overthrow the free demo- 
cratic system should not be left as they are now. 


I think now is the time for all the political leaders, 
including me, who believe in democracy to seriously 
think of safeguarding the free democratic system based 
on the firm position of rejecting any form of violence. 
The ruling and opposition camps should jointly cope 
with the ideological confusion of youth, who will become 
the masters of our country in the future, together with all 
the people. 


At a time when the slogans for democratization do not 
appeal to the people any longer, our political leaders who 
are responsible for today’s situation should prevent the 
attempt of our growing generations to turn the campus 
into a site of political struggle, abandoning schoolwork, 
and to burn themselves in the flames of political slogans. 


The masses’ slogans shouted on the streets, which are 
overflowing with stones and tear-gas canisters as the 
result of disputes over the issue of legitimacy and of the 
misguided politics of the distorted system, and the 
erroneous shape of the past situation, when the people’s 
desire and will exploded, should return to normal 
—_ our efforts, taking these on as our own respon- 
sibility. 


All desires and intentions of the people should be intro- 
duced into this Assembly hall, not left in the streets, and 
should contribute to achieving the genuine unity of the 
people and social and political siability. 


Today the people want reform based on stability. To 
accomplish all tasks including continuous economic 
development, the successful hosting of the Seoul Olym- 
pics, and joining the ranks of the advanced nations, tasks 
al’ of the people desire, law and order should be firmly 
established. The people are concerned and worried over 
the violence and disorder generated in the course of 
democratization. 
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I will take all steps to protect the stable life of the good 
citizens by exercising just public authority. Stability 
cannot be an excuse for repression. Likewise, no one 
should destroy the stability on the pretext of democrati- 
zation. [applause] 


You are the representatives of the people who produce 
the law and order that the people should abide by. The 
erronuous laws and undemocratic laws, if any, should be 
corrected. The government that I lead will take the 
initiative in revising them. 


Acts of violence and destruction should come under the 
rule of law under any circumstance. As the chief execu- 
tive responsible for the enforcement of laws and the 
management of state affairs, I will do my best to keep law 
and order at any cost for the sake of protecting the 
people’s lives and assets and for the development of 
genuine democracy. [applause] 


Members of the Assembly, despite the hope and expec- 
tations for the new parliamentary politics, what makes us 
all gloomy is the serious regional antagonism revealed 
during the recent elections. I think all of you keenly 
experienced and realized this in the course of fierce 
competition in the elections. Because of the erroneous 
politics of the past, regional antagonism has grown 
seriously even in the divided nation. This is indeed a 
painful burden to all of our politicians. 


It is true that discord between the circles, between groups 
and between generations has grown greater while the 
people were dashing toward the goal of growth and 
development in the course of rapid industrialization. 
However, the new politics are those of reconciliation. I 
think that the National Assembly should be the hall of 
genuine reconciliation. The purpose of democratic poli- 
tics is to unite the divided people. 


I believe that curing pains and hatred instead of exposing 
them and resolving division and confrontation instead of 
deepening them are the things our politicians should 
undertake. [applause] 


There is nothing we can achieve without reconciliation 
and trust among the people. From now on we should 
meet the people in this broad plaza of mutual under- 
standing rather than distrust and confrontation. I 
request of you, the lawmakers from the ruling and 
opposition parties of the new National Assembly, to 
devote yourselves along with me to healing the pain of 
the people and to unifying them. [applause] 


Respected lawmakers, the government I lead will devote 
everything to upholding the will of the people, to respect- 
ing the people, and to serving the people. I myself wish to 
be remembered as an honest and sincere president who 
did his best, together with you, toward realizing real 
democracy in this land. [applause] 


FBIS-EAS-88-104 
31 May 1988 


In carrying out my responsibility for state affairs, I will 
not victimize anyone for my own personal gain or in the 
interest of power. However, if it is of help to the interests 
of this country and our people, | will earnestly and 
clearly request the cooperation of the people and your- 
selves, even at the risk of my political disadvantage. 


As our country shares a more significant position in the 
world community, we will come up against greater 
challenges. Along the road of our endeavor for democ- 
racy and reunification, we will have numerous and 
enormous difficulties to overcome. You, who represent 
the people, and I should take the lead in overcoming 
these difficulties. In coping with this rapidly changing 
situation at home and abroad, I call upon all the people 
to exercise their greater patience and self-restraint, to 
work harder, and to unite their strength to redouble the 
potential of us all. [applause] 


Dear lawmakers, the experience I acquired here in this 
Assembly hall as a lawmaker for 3 years in the 12th 
National Assembly provides me with spiritual nourish- 
ment in implementing state affairs. When the enormous 
demands of the people exploded to fill the Assembly hall 
with a sense of crisis and tension, I came to learn, 
without turning away from it, to fear the people and 
deeply felt the responsibility of one who is engaged in 
politics. | was ordered to make the 29 June declaration 
by the expectations of the people, the will of the people 
who filled this Assembly hall. I will always walk along the 
correct road directed by the people and history. 
[applause] 


Respected lawmakers, we have all lived amid a truly 
arduous history. The time of crisis in which the future of 
politics was unpredictable is over. Together we should 
build a society in which all the people can foresee the 
future and plan their future free of anxiety. This is a truly 
democratic society, a stable society. We have had enough 
billows and upheavals. Let us not allow this to be 
repeated. I will not turn away from any heavy burden, 
but will devote myself to opening a new era of democracy 
and prosperity. [applause] 


I hope that you, the respected lawmakers, will make 
every effort so that reconciliation, harmony, and hope 
will be shared by all the people. Let us all create a new 
history of achieving freedom, peace, reunification, and 
hope for the nation. Thank you. 


Large Majority Elects Speaker 
SK3105030788 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in 
English 
31 May 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Smooth Election 
Procedure”’} 


[Text] The election of the National Assembly speaker 
proceeded swiftly. Rep. Kim Chae-sun of the governing 
DJP was elected as the speaker after only 32 minutes. 
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Before the election, two candidates, Reps. Kim Chae-sun 
and Kim Chae-kwang, sat quiet!y in their seats, while 
Rep. No Sung-hwan was seen siiaking hands with other 
Assemblymen. 


Rep. Kim Chae-sun obtained 268 out of 299 votes. 
Twelves votes cast were invalid. Eleven Assemblymen 
didn’t vote. PPD president Kim Tae-chung got two 
votes, while Reps. Kim Chae-kwang, Kim Won-ki, Kim 
Chong-pil, Pak Chun-kyu and Yun Kil-chung obtained 
one each. 


There was a rumor that the ruling party tried to have the 
Assemblymen of opposition parties, especially the PPD, 
vote for Rep. Kim Chae-sun by saying that “if Kim fails, 
he may defeat Rep. No Sung-hwan of the PPD in the 
election for vice speakers.” 


Perties Give Statements 
SK3005035488 Seoul YONHAP in English 0347 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 30 (YONHAP)—On the occasion of 
the formal opening of the 13th National Assembly on 
Monday, South Korea’s ruling and opposition parties 
issued statements, pledging efforts for dialogue and 
compromise to bring about smooth parliamentary poli- 
tics in the Assembly. 


The unicameral National Assembly convened a two-day 
inaugural session Monday afternoon. 


Kim Chung-wi, spokesman of the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP), said the DJP hopes the | 3th Assem- 
bly will mark a turning point in the development of 
democracy in Korean political history. 


He also voiced hope that the 13th Assembly will make 
great progress during its term to meet the national 
aspirations for reconciliation and reunification. 


Yi Sang-su, spokesman of the opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy (PPD), said his party will cooperate with 
the ruling party if it shows its support for the establish- 
ment of a new democratic society and treats the opposi- 
tion parties as real partners. 


The PPL will make its best efforts to speak for farmers, 
laborers, and other common people in cities as well as 
middle-class citizens, he said. 


So Chong-won, speaking for the Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party (RDP), said the 13th assembly should be a 
forum of politics which will present the people's hopes 
through dialogue and compromise. 


The RDP will concentrate its efforts on bravely pursuing 
reform with stability based on the principles of parlia- 
mentary politics, he said. 
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The new Democratic Republican Party (NDRP) also 
issued a statement, expressing hope that future politics 
will be centered on the National Assembly. 


No, 3 Kims Meet, Discuss Political Reform 
SK2805234588 Seoul T} E KOREA TIMES in English 
29 May 88 p 2 


[“Excerpts” of dialogue between ROK President No 
Tae-u and oppositions leaders Kim Tae-chung, Kim 
Yong-sam, and Kim Chong-pil at Chongwadae on 28 
May] 


[Text] No Tae-u: It is of historic significance that we are 
in the face of parliamentary inauguration following two 
free elections. 


The ruling party will be unable to lead the National 
Assembly without support from the opposition and it is 
not inclined to do so. I will honor the opinions of the 
opposition parties and hold frequent talks with opposi- 
tion leaders. 


The opposition parties are required not to engage in 
opposition for the sake of opposition and struggle for the 
sake of struggle. As their influence has grown, they 
should assume due responsibility. 


| am convinced that politics will bring hope to the 
people. 


The Assembly will have to resolve conflicts and pormu- 
late policies. The people are expecting the rival parties to 
stage competition of good will. 


Korea has achieved a democratic miracle during the past 
year. Political leaders should show the people that they 
are drawing up the future, rather than indulging in the 
past, and exerting efforts not to lose a capital opportu- 
nity for rapid development of the country. 


I hope this talk will focus on how the parliament should 
be operated for mature democracy, what support the 
political sector should render for the successful hosting 
of the Olympics, and how national reconciliation can be 
achieved without regional and generation conflicts. 


Our talk should also center on ways of safeguarding and 
nurturing a free democracy. 


With issues relating to democracy gradually settling, 
some radical students are denying the free democratic 
system and chanting anti-American, pro-Communist 
slogans. 


People become increasingly uneasy as their activities 
turned more znd more violent. Leaders are tasked to 
cope with this problem and we have to exchange frank 
opinions here today. 
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Kim Yong-sam: This occasion should serve to provide 
the people with hope and relief as they are concerned 
about the current political situation. Above all, the 
government should conduct a sweeping release of polit- 
ical detainees under a humanitarian and national recon- 
ciliatory perspective along with repentance of past 
wrongdoings. 


The probe into the truth of the May 1980 Kwangju 
bloodshed should be conducted under the context of 
liquidating undemocratic legacies of the past dictatorial 
government. 


We are ready to cooperate with the government if it 
heads toward democracy and national reconciliation. 


I am requesting that you help set up special panels to 
probe into irregularities in the Fifth Republic govern- 
ment and the May 1980 Kwangju uprising. 


Suprapartisan cooperation is required for the debate on 
national unification. To that end, the government should 
not monopolize data and information on the matter but 
share them with the opposition and stop using it for its 
own political purposes. 


The government should make every effort for the partic- 
ipation of North Korea in the Olympics and the opposi- 
tion should cooperate so that it may be successfully 
hosted as a global festival. 


Kim Chong-pil: I think it is clear as to what President No 
needs to do during his tenure. I hope that the President 
will be judged by the people to have rooted democracy in 
the nation. 


Politics should now serve to benefit the alienated since 
national economy has accumulated some reserve power. 


In my opinion, supra-partisan cooperation is necessary 
for debates on diplomacy, national defense and unifica- 
tion. 


Another major task facing the nation along with democ- 
ratization is to build a society in which the people can 
trust one another and the state authorities protect the 
people in a sincere and credible manner. 


Kim Tae-chung: Today’s meeting is a litmus test as to 
whether politics of dialogue can be conducted to ensure 
democratization. 


We must bring such controversial issues as unification, 
anti-nuclear, and anti-Americanism and draw all these 
issues into institutional political forum. 


The PPD has no intention to back any type of violence 
and is opposed to the unconventional change of govern- 
ment. The people’s priority is with gaining stability 
through reform. 
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Now is the time to seek the real stability of our society. 
Without reforms, there will be no genuine stability. 
Reform and stability are two wheels of a cart. 


I think it is necessary to make a fresh start by liquidating 
negative legacies of the past. In detail, 1 hope all political 
prisoners and prisoners of conscience will be set free. 
The government is urged to stop its crackdown on 
political fugitives. 


I expect President No to make a political decision on 
that matter. 


I also expect President No tc pay special attention to the 
Kwangju uprising, irregularities of the Fifth Republic, 
regionalism and anti-democratic laws, all of which must 
be either thoroughly investigated or debated at the new 
National Assembly. 


These matters will be raised at the parliament not to 
create chaos or heighten tension or for political retalia- 
tion, but to dismiss dark legacies of the past and to usher 
in national harmony and peace. 


The issue of farm debt must be resolved. Even if Koreans 
resort to only consuming chicken and pork, beef import 
must be stopped. 


President No is advised to impler.*nt a full local auton- 
omy system, the backbone of democracy, as soon as 
possible. The Agency for the National Security Planning 
must stop its meddling in politics. 


The neutrality of the prosecution and the police must be 
assured. It is also necessary to revamp the judiciary 
branch. 


Kim Yong-sam: The Olympics is a top concern not only 
domestically but internationally. The participation by 
the East bloc countries including the Soviet Union and 
China is a great change, unimaginable in the past. 


Ardent hope for Pyongyang’s participation should be 
expressed until the final minute. 


West Germany has provided East Germany with consid- 
erable financial assistance for the improvement of bilat- 
eral relations. Based on enhanced national strength, we 
will have to assume a generous attitude towards Pyong- 
yang and offer our assistance. 


No: Please allow the government do its best with sincer- 
ity as far as the North’s participation is concerned. 


North Korea has to do away with its provocative lines, 
keeping abreast with open, programatic reforms in the 
Soviet Union and China. 


I am convinced that North Korea will find a limit to its 
closed-door policy and some day open itself to the world. 
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Kim Yong-sam: I am hoping for 2 sweeping release of 
conscientious prisoners, not from a legal viewpoint but 
from a political, humanitarian viewpoint. But I do not 
demand the release of Communists. 


As a parliamentarian, | oppose any form of violence 
whether ii is in the foim of popular revolution or 
military coup. All problems shouid be handled in the 
political quarters. 


No: I am in agreement with you on the leniency for 
detainees in principle. 


A total of 1,275 prisoners were released in accordance 
with the June 29 democratic program despite objections 
from a significant number of people and 8,710 were 
politically reinstated. My desire for national reconcilia- 
tion has never changed. 


There will be problems is all of these who totally reject 
democracy or were involved in murder or arson are 
released in the name of leniency for conscientious pris- 
oners. 


Violent, destructive actions should not be pardoned as 
excuses for democratic progress. 


There will be difference in judgement by a man who is in 
charge of state governing and by those who are free from 
the heavy commission. 


I feel it is natural to set free those who have been 
detained in the course of striving for democracy. 


I have ordered the relevant authorities to consider releas- 
ing those who intend to mend their ways or join in the 
march towards national development and democratic 
progress in honor of your requests. 


Kim Tae-chung: I once again call upon President No to 
take concrete and visible action as a gesture to create 
cooperative mood between the government and the 
opposition. 


No: I will do my best in principle. You talked much 
about cutting the chain with the Fifth Republic. We as 
political leaders must not leave bad precedents behind. 
History should not be disconnected from one period to 
the other. 


Kim Yong-sam: I am not implying cutting the chain of 
history. It is only natural to succeed what was good in the 
past. | am simply pointing out the need to liquidiate bad 
legacies such as the Kwangju uprising and to set free 
political detainees. 
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No: We seem to be in broad agreement on the unification 
issue. Many young people have keen interest in unifica- 
tion. | will formulate a unification policy under the 
recognition that the South and North are not mutual 
objects of confrontation but partners for prosperity in 
the nation. 


I will incorporate the opinions of the opposition into the 
unification policy. Key unification issues will be 
revealed to the opposition and the government will seek 
close cooperation with the National Assembly. I think it 
is desirable to form a special committee to discuss the 
unfication issue at the Assembly. 


I expect the opposition and the people to lend cooperative 
support to the government in dispelling some segments of 
students’ fantasy or illusion on Communist North. 


North Korea is feared to misinterpret South Korean 
students’ call for holding a conference between students 
of the South and the North at the truce village of 
Panmunjom. 


I have a plan to set up a special body within the 
government to activate debates on unification and open 
materials on North Korea to the public. 


Unification talks must be conducted within a framework of 
not threatening Constitutional order. The South-North con- 
tact and dialogue must be left to the government. 


Kim Yong-sam: The unification issue is an extremely 
sensitive matter. 


No: President Kim Tae-chung talked about the nuclear 
issue. The Soviet Union and China positioned nuclear 
arsenal to reach not only the Korean Peninsula but also 
the Pacific. It is therefore meaningless to clarify whether 
the South has nuclear power or not. 


It is also meaningless to de-nuclearize the Korean Pen- 
insula. Korea cannot be free from nuclear threat simply 
because the South does not possess nukes. 


Kim Yong-sam: There is no disagreement on the need to 
entrus the government to become a sole channel for the 
unifica.ion debate. But the unification debate should be 
open to the public and materials on North Korea must be 
provided to the public. 


It is important for the opposition to cooperate with the 
government's nord-politik if necessary. I think it a good 
idea to set up a special committee at the National 
Assembly to deal with the unification issue. 


No: I don’t think the Kwangju affair can be settled with 
in a short period. I hope the opposition will seriously 
consider the formation of a special committee to inves- 
tigate the Kwangju uprising. 
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The United States experienced a tragic South-North war 
and Spain experienced internal civil war. But the two 
countries did not amplify old wounds by probing the 
past tragic events. 


There have been some exaggeration and rumors on the 
Kwangju affair. It is important to take into consideration 
the position of the military which conducted martial law. 
It is important to consider the morale of the military 
before investigating the Kwangju turmoil. 


As to the irregularities of the Fifth Republic, my position 
is that whatever irregularities there may have been, they 
should be dealt with sternly. 


Hut it is undesirable to politicalize legal affairs. We should 
take into consideration our nation’s impression on other 
countries as well as the peaceful transfer of power. 


The intervention by intelligence organizations in politics 
should be precluded. It is my belief that the intelligence 
agencies should be engaged in their own missions and 
play a faithful role in national security. 


Kim Yong-sam: Freedom of the press proved to have been 
promoted to a considerable extent through the presidential 
and parliamentary elections but there is much left to be 
desired for fairness of the broadcasting media. 


My firm and basic position is that violence should be 
denounced under any cause. Violence should not be an 
instrument for democracy. 


Kim Tae-chung: | call on you to take into account 
regional balance in personnel management. Further- 
more, the government is urged to advise private business 
firms to conduct fair personnel management. 


Kim Chong-pil: In order to expand the mood of cooper- 
ation between rival parties, I hope you will create an 
atmosphere which prods government officials to discuss 
and cooperate with opposition parties. 


No: I think today’s meeting was very useful and I will 
reflect your remarks on the operation of state affairs to 
the fullest extent. Because responsibility of the President 
is very heavy, the affairs of the government party were 
delegated to the party chairman. I hope you will discuss 
the operation of the National Assembly with DJP chair- 
man Yun Kil-chung. I am convinced that today’s meet- 
ing was the curtainraiser of politics of dialogue. 


‘Wide-Ranging’ Views Expressed 
SK2905001388 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 29 May 88 p 2 


[News Analysis” by staff reporter Yi Song-yol: “No- 
Kims Talks Augur Politics of Compromise; Despite 
Differences on Some Issues”’] 


[Text] Yesterday's meeting between President No Tae-u 
and the three opposition leaders provided momentum to 
eliminate the negative residue of the Fifth Republic and 
build a politics of dialogue and compromise based on a 
new interparty framework. 
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No and the three Kims—Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong- 
sam and Kim Chong-pil—exchange wide-ranging and 
outspoken views On pending issues. 


During the previous government of Chon Tu-hwan, 
there were similar meetings, but most of them took place 
at criticial moments, such as a nationwide cemonstra- 
tion, and neither side would give any ground 


One noteworthy point in yesterday’s meeting was that 
No promised to conduct legal and institutional reforms 
to meet the popular wish for democratization, and the 
elimination of authoritarianism. 


The three Kims also welcomed No’s pledge to set up a 
tradition of constitutionalism, and abolish abuse of state 
power. 


The four agreed to cooperate to eliminate regional antag- 
onism and ensure a successful hosting of the Seoul 
Olympics. They also resolved to settle issues through 
dialogue and compromise. 


But there was disagreement on how many political 
detainees deserve to be released. President No promised 
to free as many of them as possible in light of national 
reconciliation. 


Wider gaps were seen on two sensitive issues. 


The opposition leaders called for thorough probes into 
the 1980 Kwangju incident to determine who should be 
held responsible for the massacre. 


The three also insisted on investigations into the firan- 
cial and other irregularities committed by Chon and his 
family. 


As was expected, No called for caution in investigating 
the two cases. 


That's largely because the two issues are, directly or 
indirectly, connected with his long-time friend and pre- 
decessor, Chon Tu-hwan. 


These two issues will require further interparty debate. 


The four differed little on such issues as ways to jointly 
tackle anti-Americanism, reunification, the Olympics, 
and trade friction. 


With the advent of a strengthened opposition and a more 
democracy-oriented government, there is greater need 
for interpart dialogue and compromise than ever before. 
The Chongwadae meeting may have provided clue as to 
how the rival political parties will deal with that need. 
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KYODO Cited on North’s Refusal for Dialogue 
SK 3005235088 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
29 May 88 p 2 


[Tokyo/YONHAP] 


[Text] On 28 May, the KYODO News Agency reported 
from Seoul that North Korea has shown a negative 
reponse to various proposals made by the South Korean 
Government to ease tension and consolidate peace on 
the Korean peninsula, including the resumption of 
North-South dialogue, during contacts recently secretly 
held between North and South Korea. 


In particular, KYODO noted that North Korea had no 
intention of immediately responding to the resumption 
of dialogue between the North and the South, thus 
refusing various dialogues. The news agency also inter- 
preted that Kim Il-song’s recent expression of the will 
not to participate in the Seoul Olympics is a reflection of 
such an attitude by North Korea. 


KYODO added that meanwhile, the South Korean Gov- 
ernment conveyed its intention to offer economic assis- 
tance to North Korea through Communist China. 


U.S. Countering North’s SA-5 Missiles 
SK2905002088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
29 May 88 p 1 


[Text] Washington (YONHAP)—The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said Friday the United States is taking appropriate 
measures to cope with the threat posed by North Korea's 
deployment of SA-5 missiles. 


The comment followed a disclosure Thursday by Gen. 
Louis C. Menetrey, commander of U.S. Forces in Korea, 
during a Senate subcommittee testimony that North 
Korea has introduced SA-5 missiles, posing a serious 
threat to the security of South tkorea. 


“As Gen. Menetrey stated yesterday... the SA-5 anti- 
aircraft system is among a number of updated weapons 
system that North Korea has received over the recent 
past from the Soviet Union,” said a spokesman for the 
State Department. 


“We have been aware of the SA-5 presence for some time 
and are taking appropriate measures, including consul- 
tation with Korean ally,” he said. 


In testimony before the Senate appropriations subcom- 
mittee on defense, Menetrey said, the DPRK's (North 
Korea's) 1985 acquisition of MiG-23 Flogger aircraft 
from the Soviet Union and subsequent acquisition of 
SA-3s. SA-5s and ZSU-23-4s significantly enhance the 
north’s air defense intercept capabilities. 
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IOC President on North’s Cohosting Offer 
SK3005091288 Seoul YONHAP in English 0906 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Seoul, May 30 (YONHAP)—International Olympic 
Committee [IOC] President Juan Antonio Samaranch clar- 
ified Monday that the IOC cannot accept North Korea’s 
proposal to co-host the Seoul Olympics as the proposal is 
political, and runs counter to the Olympic Charter. 


In a news conference on arrival at Kimpo International 
Airport, Samaranch said, the IOC’s final mediatory 
proposal for North Korea to hold five events including 
table tennis and archery is a historic one. Although 
North Korea has not yet made any affirmative answer on 
this matter, the [OC proposal will be valid till the last 
moment of the Olympics, he added. 


When asked whether any technical problems might 
occur if North Korea would accept the IOC proposal at 
the present time, Samaranch said it would be too late for 
team sports to be held in North Korea, but the IOC 
would study concrete ways to realize the proposal if 
North Korea accepted it. 


He also said he would exchange views on issues concern- 
ing the upcoming Seoul Olympics with leaders of South 
Korea's political parties when he meets with them here 
on June 2. 


The purpose of Samaranch’s visit, his eighth trip to Seoul 
as IOC president, is to conduct a final inspection of the 
preparations for the games slated for Sept. 17-Oct. 2. 


During his stay, Samaranch also plans to pay a courtesy 
call on President No Tae-u and attend the dedication 
ceremony for the International Broadcasting Center on 
June 2. He will leave here Thursday. 


Cigarette Trade Document Signed With U.S. 
SK2805012588 Seoul YONHAP in English 0117 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Washington, May 27 (YONHAP)—South Korea and 
the United States Friday signed a document on the opening 
of Korea’s domestic cigarette market which basically fea- 
tures the liberalization of imports and distribution of U.S.- 
made cigarettes by South Korean importers. 


The document called record of understanding was signed 
by Korea’s Ambassador to Washington Pak Tong-chin 
and U.S. Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter. 


The record of understanding stipulates that the same 
amount of excise tax levied on Korea's quality cigarettes 
will be applied to U.S. cigarettes. The excise is set at 360 
won (about 49 U.S. cents) per pack. 
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In accordance with the document, which does not 
require the National Assembly's approval before it takes 
effect on July 1 as scheduled, importers of U.S. cigarettes 
will be required to declare in advance the sales prices of 
U.S. cigarettes when importing them until Korea’s laws 
governing cigarette imports are revised. South Korea 
hopes to amend the laws this year. 


The agreement also stipulates that retailers’ sales margin 
will be lirmited by up to 10 percent this year. 


Imports and distribution of U.S. cigarettes will be 
entrusted to importers by the Korea Monopoly Corp. 
(Komoco) until the relevant laws are amended. The pact 
provides that after the laws are revised, dealers will be 
allowed to freely import and distribute U.S. cigarettes. 


The document also includes a provision stating that 
advertisements for the imported cigarettes will be 
restricted to magazines with a readership comprising 
mostly adult males. It bans advertisements in other types 
of mass media. 


U.S. Advertisers Consider Trade Suit 
SK3005071588 Seoul YONHAP in English 0710 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, May 30 (YONHAP)—An association rep- 
resenting 80 percent of U.S. advertising firms is consid- 
ering a suit against South Korea for allegedly violating 
Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act, the Korea Trade 
Promotion Corp. said Monday. 


A report from the corporation’s Washington office said 
the American Association of Advertising Agencies 
(AAAA) is studying a possible suit against the Korean 
Government because of its alleged delay in opening 
Korea’s advertising industry. 


The U.S. industry has persistently demanded that Korea 
allow foreign advertising companies to hold more than a 
50 percent share in joint advertising firms in Korea and 
that foreign advertising firms be allowed to set up branch 
offices here. 


In response to those demands, the Korean Government 
has said it would gradually open Korea's advertising 
market. 


Some AAAA members, however, are reportedly opposed to 
a possible suit by the association, saying that Korea has 
made progress in its efforts to open its advertising market. 


Last fall, U.S. advertising agencies threatened to filc suit 
against Korea for allegedly violating Section 301 of the 
U.S. Trade Act. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Top Judge Claims Moves for His Dismissal 
BK2905 120788 Hong Kong AFP in English 1153 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, May 29 (AFP)}—Malaysia's top 
judge Salleh Abas said Sunday that the government had 
ordered a judicial tribunal convened to remove him 
from office. 


Judge Salleh released a letter he sent to Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamed Sunday denying he had shown 
partiality in cases involving Dr Mahathir’s ruling New 
United Malays National Organis.tion (New UMNO). 


Judge Salleh, 58, is lord president of Malaysia's Supreme 
Court. The move to sack him comes at a time when Dr 
Mahathir and his top aides have voiced open criticism of 
Malaysian courts. 


In his letter to Dr Mahathir, Judge Salleh referred to a 
meeting with the prime minister on Friday at which he 
was told that Malaysian King Sultan Iskandar had 
ordered the setting up of a tribunal to try him for 
misconduct. 


Judge Salleh said that besides his alleged partiality, Dr 
Mahathir also objected to letters he wrote to the Malay- 
sian king and the sultans of other states expressing 
concern over attacks against the judiciary by the pre- 
mier. 


He said there was “nothing improper” in the letters 
because Malaysian judges were appointed with the con- 
seni and approval of the king and rulers of Malaysia's 
various States. 


Judge Salleh told Dr Mahathir that he was shocked by 
the government move. He said he was withdrawing an 
offer made to the prime minister Saturday that he go on 
early retirment, adding he felt sure the tribunal would 
clear his name. 


Judicial Tribunal Convened 
BK2905 142088 Hong 1 ong AFP in English 1408 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, May 29 (AFP)—Malaysia’s top 
judge Salleh Abas sa'd Sunday that the government was 
convening a judicial tribunal to try him for alleged 
misconduct, a step aimed at sacking him. 


Judge Salleh, 58, released a letter he sent to Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamed Sunday denying the pre- 
mier’s allegations that he had shown partiality in several 
cases involving Malaysia's ruling New United Malays 
National Organisation (UMNO Baru). 
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The allegation was “totally untrue,"’ Judge Salleh, who is 
lord president of Malaysia’s Supreme Court, said. 


The president of Malaysia's Bar Council Raja Aziz 
Addruse called the move “a very serious matter.” 


In his letter to Dr Mahathir, Judge Salleh referred to a 
meeting with the prime minister on Friday at which he 
was told that Malaysia’s King Sultan Iskandar had 
decided to appoint a tribunal to try him for misconduct. 


He said Dr Mahathir had also objected to letters he 
wrote to Sultan Iskandar and other state rulers defending 
the judiciary against “constant attacks” by the prime 
minister. 


Judge Salleh said there was nothing improper about his 
letters because judges were appointed with the consent 
and approval of the rulers of Malaysia’s states. The 
letters were sent out after a meeting of all judges on 
March 25, he said. 


Relations between the government and Malaysia’s inde- 
pendent judiciary have been strained in recent years by a 
spate of court rulings against the state, analysts said. 


In February, the High Court ruled the original UMNO 
unlawful after dissidents challenged the prime minister's 
re-election as party chief, claiming that the polls were 
invalid. 


The dissidents, supporters of Dr Mahathir’s archrival, 
former Trade and Industry Minister Tengku Razaleigh 
Hamzah, are appealing against the ruling. 


They have attacked Dr Mahathir for refusing to exercise 
his powers as home minister to revive the party and 
opting instead to form a new UMNO. 


Judge Salleh, who denied any partiality in the ongoing 
political fracas, said he had in fact directed that the 
appeal be heard by a quorum of nine Supreme Court 
judges, what lawyers term a “full bench.” 


He said in his letter to Dr Mahathir that he was with- 
drawing an earlier offer to retire because to do so ““would 
be detrimental to the standing of the judiciary and quite 
adverse to the interest of the nation.” 


“I shall await the appointment of the tribunal which, I 
have no doubt, will clear my name,” Judge Salleh said, 
adding: “I have also no doubt that justice will prevail in 
the end.” 


Under the Malaysian Constitution, a judge can only be 
removed by a tribunal of at least five fellow judges, 
convened by the king on the advise of the prime minis- 
ter. 


The judges may be drawn from Malaysia or any other 
country that is a member of the British Commonwealth. 
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In March, Dr Mahathir movec constitutional amend- 
ments in Parliament to remove “inherent judicial 
power” vested in the courts. 


When the amendements are signed into law by the king, 
Malaysian courts will only wield power granted to them 
by federal laws enacted by Parliament. 


Bar Council Issues Statement 
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[Text] Kuala Lumpur, May 31 (AFP)}—Lawyers here 
Tuesday called for a tribunal to investigate government 
allegations against Malaysia's top judge, Salleh Abas, to 
safeguard the interests of the judiciary and of the nation. 


In a brief statement issued after a more than three-hour 
meeting, the Bar Council suggested that Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamed “seriously misconceives the doc- 
trine of separation of powers.” 


“The issues raised are matters of high constitutional 
principle. It is in the public interest that a tribunal be 
appointed under the Constitution to hold an inquiry,” 
the Bar Council said. 


Judge Salleh, who is lord president of the Supreme 
Court, said Sunday he had been informed that Malay- 
sia’s King Iskandar was convening a tribunal to deter- 
mine whether to remove him for misconduct. 


Judge Salleh, 58, said Dr. Mahathir told him at a 
meeting Friday that he had shown partiality in several 
legal suits involving Malaysia’s biggest ethnic-Malay 
political party, the United Malays National Organisation 
(UMNO). 


Dr. Mahathir also objected to letters that Judge Salleh 
had written to the king and other state rulers defending 
the judiciary against “constant attacks by the prime 
minister.” 


Relations between the government and Malaysia’s inde- 
pendent judiciary have been strained in recent years 
because of a spate of rulings against Dr. Mahathir’s 
government, observers said. 


The Bar Council said Dr. Mahathir had been “publicly 
attacking the judiciary for quite some time and eroding 
public confidence in it.” 


‘From his attacks it appears that he seriously miscon- 
ceives the doctrine of separation of powers,” it said. 


“It is emphatically the function of the judiciary to 
construe the laws passed by Parliament, determine their 
meaning and apply them to the facts before them. It is 
not for the executive to tel! the judges how to construe 
the laws.” 
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Judge Salleh, who denied the allegations against him as 
“totally untrue,” said Sunday: “I will wait for the tribu- 
nal which will no doubt clear my name.” 


The Bar Council said that to date no specific charges 
under Article 125 of the Constitution, which provided 
for the removal of judges, had been preferred. 


“It is a matter of elementary justice, before any action is 
taken against anyone, to inform him of the grounds,” the 
statement said. 


Malaysia’s Constitution provides for the removal of a 
judge only by a tribunal of at least five judges—from 
Malaysia or another Commonwealth country—con- 
vened by the king on the advice of the prime minister. 


Dr. Mahathir was expected to release a statement later 
Tuesday to clarify Judge Salleh’s status. 


Chief Judge Suspended 
BK3105141288 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1335 GMT 31 May 88 


[Tex] Kuala Lumpur, May 31 (QANA-BERNAMA)— 
Mohamed Salleh Abas has been suspended as Malaysia's 
lord president pending the setting up of a tribunal to 
determine his position, the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment said Tuesday. 


The tribunal would be set up to hear his case and as such 
the question of granting him leave does not arise, it said 
in response to a statement by Salleh on Sunday regarding 
his position and the release of a letter which he had sent 
to Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed. 


In the letter, Salleh withdrew an earlier letter dated 
Saturday to the prime minister in which he had 
expressed desire to go on leave prior to an early retire- 
ment, a day after being told by the prime minister at a 
meeting that the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong (Malaysian 
king) had decided to appoint the tribunal. 


The Prime Minister’s Department said in a statement it 
regretted that Salleh had made public the letter to Dr 
Mahathir as it had then not even reached the prime 
minister, much less acknowledged by him. 


In view of this, the prime minister is forced to make 
public the circumstances surrounding the position of 
Salleh, it added. 


The statement said Salleh met the prime minister on 
Friday (May 27) at the prime minister's office. Present 
were Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba and Chief 
Secretary to the Government Sallehuddin Mohamed. 
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The prime minister explained to Salleh that initially he 
(the prime minister) was requested by his majesty the 
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong that Salleh be replaced as lord 
president because of Salleh’s letter to the Yang Di- 
Pertuan Agong to which his majesty took exception. 


As constitutionally this is not possible, the prime minis- 
ter has advised the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong to set up a 
tribunal to advise his majesty after the tribunal has held 
its hearing, the stateme.it said. 


Salleh in his letter to the prime minister said he had 
written letters to the king and the rulers expressing 
concern over the attacks made against the judiciary by 
the prime minister. 


The statement said that at the meeting with the prime 
minister, Salleh requested to know the grounds (for the 
tribunal). 


Dr Mahathir replied that it was not possible for him to 
enumerate the grounds except that it was due to the letter 
he sent to the king. 


The statement added that after saying he was willing to 
face the tribunal and that he would not resign, Salleh left 
the meeting. 


The following day (Saturday), it said, the prime minister 
was informed by Attorney-General Abu Talib Othman 
that Salleh wished to retire early. The prime minister 
expressed willingness to accept this change of heart. 


A letter was subsequently received by the prime minister 
from Salleh stating that he wished to retire early and to 
take all his available leave of 96 days. 


The statement said the prime minister replied that he 
accepted the request for early retirement and agreed to 
grant the leave requested. 


Salleh’s request was made voluntarily one day after he 
was informed of the proposal to set up the tribunal. No 
pressure was applied on Salleh to resign or retire. His 
decision was entirely his wish, it said, referring to 
Salleh’s second letter withdrawing his application for 
early retirement. 


The statement said that ordinarily, the government 
would not be bound by later decisions after it had 
already accepted a request for early retirement. 


Salleh’s statement carries political innuendoe. and as he 
has requested that he should submit to examination by a 
tribunal, the tribunal will be set up to hear his case, it 
said. 


Meanwhile, Abu Talib said that Salleh’s case would be 
fairly and thoroughly invest:,ated by the tribunal. 
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There is no need for speculations. The tribunal will 
deliberate on the issue and make representation to the 
Yang Di-Pertuan Agong, he told reporters at his office 
here. 


He said that the tribunal, which would be set up as soon 
as possible, would comprise at least five judges or former 
judges or judges of the Commonwealth. 


On whether the tribunal proceedings would be open to 
the public, Abu Talib said the Constitution did not 
describe the procedure. 


It is up to the tribunal to determine its own procedure, he 
added. 


Abu Talib said this was the first time in Malaysia that a 
judge would be referred to a tribunal. 


Meanwhile, the Bar Council has expressed deep shock 
over the news regarding the suspension of the lord 
president. 


In a statement, it said it was a matter of elementary 
justice before any action was taken against anyone to 
inform him of the grounds. 


It said no specific charges under the Constitution had 
been preferred against Salleh, adding that the public 
should be informed of what the charges were. 


The statement was issued after a meeting of | 3 members 
of the council which lasted more than three hours. 


The council said the present developments would further 
affect public confidence in the doctrine of separation of 
powers, the administration of justice and the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary which was fundamental to law and 
order in any state. 


Minister Warns Foreign Press on Interference 
BK3105135988 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
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[Text] Singapore, May 31 (OANA-BERNAMA)}—A 
senior minister Tuesday reminded the offshore press 
that the government sees little reason to accord them the 
privilege of stationing correspondents in the island 
republic to interfere in Singapore's politics. 


Deputy Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong said in Parlia- 
ment that if the offshore press continues to actively 
engage in Singapore’s domestic politics, and try to sway 
the ground against the government before the general 
election, we shall counter them. 
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He said the Western press and the so-called human rights 
groups had not understood the reason of the present 
Outrage, adding that they were accessories of the Amer- 
ican diplomat who was asked to leave Singapore in 
building up detained lawyer Francis Seow as the great 
human right champion of oppressed Singaporeans 


BANGKOK POST, HONG KONG papers, FAR EAST- 
ERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, ASIAN WALL STEET 
JOURNAL and ASIAWEEK had painted Francis Seow 
as a leading opposition figure in Singapore and they were 
championing for him as a great figure to save Singapore 
from tyranny. 


They were and still are active participants, not neutral 
observers, he said. 


He said that out of nowhere, Francis Seow became a 
leading dissident, a sharp critic, a prominent lawyer and 
a human rights champion. 


Francis Seow, he said, was invariably referred to by the 
offshore press as a former solicitor-general, a former 
president of the Law Society of Singapore, both honour- 
able positions. 


They never told their readers why Francis Seow was 
disciplined three times by the Law Society, why he was 
disqualified as the president of the Law Society, Goh 
added. 


The foreign press had dressed up a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing, the deputy prime minister said, adding that 
Francis Seow had such a dubious reputation. 


Singapore 


Deputy Premier on Reducing U.S. Embassy Staff 
BK3105101488 Hong Kong AFP in English 0939 GMT 
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[Text] Singapore, May 31 (AFP)}—Singapore suggested 
Tuesday [31 May] that it might have to cut U.S. diplo- 
matic staff strength here to control foreign interference 
in domestic politics. 


First Deputy Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong said in 
Parliament: “This will be unpleasant but it may be the 
only way to preserve good relations with the U.S. in the 
long run.” 


Mr. Goh was speaking in a debate on alleged foreign 
interference in local politics which led Singapore to 
request the withdrawal of U.S. Embassy First Secretary 
E. Mason Hendrickson earlier this month and to detain 
a prominent local lawyer. 
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“If American diplomats behave as if they have a mis- 
sionary right to roam all over Singapore, including 
off-limit areas, whether such behavior is official U.S. 
State Department policy or not, then we have no choice 
but to cut down their diplomatic staff strength,” Mr. 
Goh said. 


“Otherwise, it will be impossible for us to patrol and 
keep interfering diplomats off the forbidden areas,”’ he 
said. 


The U.S. Embassy had no immediate reaction to Mr. 
Goh’s speech, made in the presence of all key cabinet 
ministers except Foreign Minister Suppiah Dhanabalan, 
who last week in Parliament urged that the U.S.- 
Singapore dispute be put to rest. 


The State Department has denied that Mr. Hendrickson 
and three State Department officials implicated by Sing- 
apore had done anything improper. 


Mr. Goh told MPs Tuesday: “We find it most worrying 
that the U.S. Government should insist that they have 
done nothing wrong and that their activities were within 
the normal duties of a diplomat.” 


“If cultivating and nurturing disaffected elements to 
oppose an elected government is legitimate activity for 
American diplomats, then we had better take care,” he 
added. ‘‘For we must assume that Hendrickson’s succes- 
sors will mount another quiet operation against us in 
five, 10, 15 years from now.” 


“Since this unhappy episode I have asked how we can 
safeguard ourselves. The answer comes down again to a 
vigilant ISD (Internal Security Department), and a more 
manageable number of diplomatic staff in foreign 
embassies. 


‘| have looked at the staff strength of various embassies 
in Singapore. The U.S. Embassy has 22 diplomatic staff 
and 44 home-based non-diplomatic staff, a total of 66. 


“The Soviet Embassy in sharp contrast is allowed only 
eight diplomatic staff and 18 home-based non-diplo- 
matic staff, a total of 26, or one-third of the Americans,” 
he said. 


Mr. Goh also warned the “off-shore press” not to inter- 
fere in Singapore politics. 


“If the off-shore press continued to actively engage in 
our domestic politics and tried to sway the ground 
against the government before the general elections, we 
shall counter them. 


“We see little reason to accord them the privilege of 
stationing correspondents here to interfere in Singa- 
pore’s politics,” he said. 
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Singapore has defined the off-shore press as regional 
publications, many of them based in Hong Kong, which 
have attracted a wide readership here. Publications 
singled out for criticism Tuesday included the ASIAN 
WALL STREET JOURNAL, ASIAWEEK, the FAR 
EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW and the BANGKOK 
POST. 


Further From Deputy Premier 
BK3105 144288 Singapore Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The first deputy prime minister, Mr Goh Chok 
Tong, has said Hendrickson would have done Singapore 
grave harm if he had succeeded in his operation. He said 
it would have set in motion a chain of events which 
could undermine the integrity of our Parliament or the 
nature of our politics and eventually break up the 
cohesion of our society. 


Mr Goh said interfering in our domestic politics is 
already wrong in itself. But Hendrickson chose a man, 
Francis Seow, whose personal character and professional 
conduct are the opposite of what Singaporeans expect a 
leader to be. He was undermining a basic traditional 
strength of our society, that is, only honorable men and 
women should be in parliament. Singaporeans see the 
ideal political leader as a [word indistinct] gentleman, 
someone who is upright, morally beyond reproach, in 
whom they can trust. Leaders must be men of ability 
[words indistinct] committed to the public good. The 
government is to set things right. 


Mr Goh was speaking in Parliament on a motion asking 
the House to support the government action to prevent 
Singapore from being subverted by foreign elements. 
The first deputy prime minister said with Hendrickson 
still operating in Singapore, Seow might have been able 
to persuade some 40 or 50 lawyers and other profession- 
als to join him. This would be so if he had sensed the 
government was tumbling. If he had won 20 to 30 or 
even more seats in an election, there would have been a 
total transformation of the nature of Singapore's politics. 
Politics would then have become contentious with each 
group appealing to gut feelings for support. 


Mr Goh said the Singapore society was once made up of 
difficult and different component parts—different races, 
religions, cultures, criss-crossed by more differences. 
Patiently, slowly, and laboriously, the PAP [People’s 
Action Party] government have brought these difficult 
and different communities together. If this coalition can 
close and bind itself more firmly together, then in 
another one or two generations a more integrated society 
may emerge, one which can then begin to divide along 
socioeconomic lines, not along race, language, culture, 
and religion. If the ground is confused and fractured 
before this unity is established, the difference in this big 
part will come loose. Thirty years of gradual bonding and 
building a nation out of different groups of people would 
have then come to nought. 
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Mr Goh said that to safeguard ourselves, we must 
depend on a vigilant ISD [Internal Security Department] 
and the more manageable number of diplomatic staff in 
foreign embassies. As American diplomats behave as if 
they have a missionary right to roam all over Singapore, 
including off-limit areas, then we have us no choice but 
to cut down their diplomatic staff strength. Otherwise, it 
would be impossible to keep diplomats who interfere off 
the forbidden areas. 


Mr Goh added that we cannot pretend that the govern- 
ment’s confidence in the U.S. State Department has not 
been shaken by the adventures of Hendrickson, Snyder, 
and Lambertson. It would be a lie if we said our relations 
are as good as ever. Mr Goh said what the government 
found most worrying is that the U.S. Government 
should insist that they had done nothing wrong and that 
the activities of Hendrickson were within the normal 
duties of a diplomat. Perhaps this is a standard practise 
to deny such diplomatic transgression. 


Mr Goh pointed out that Singapore does not want to 
damage relations permanently with a friend. We value 
these ties and we do not want to diminish their strength. 
We know where our national and long-term interests lie, 
and we know who have been and should continue to be 
our friends. But Mr Goh added Singapore has to register 
its points that no outsider, not even a good friend, should 
meddle in our internal affairs. 


Mr Goh also warned that if the off-shore press continue 
to actively engage in our domestic politics and try to 
sway the ground against the government, the govern- 
ment shall counter them. He added the government saw 
little reason to accord the privilege of stationing corre- 
spondents here to interfere in Singapore’s politics. 


Cambodia 


Further on Vietnamese Troop Withdrawal 


Communique Issued 
BK2705 131488 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1114 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK May 27—The Foreign Ministry 
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea made public 
here today a communique on the PRK.’s goodwiii toward 
the search for a political solution to the Kampuchean 
issue. 


Following is the full text of the communique: 


After six withdrawals of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
from Kampuchea since 1982, the governments of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam have agreed on the seventh with- 
drawal of 50,000 Vietnamese Army volunteers from 
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Kampuchea this year, which will take place from June to 
December. The two governments have also agreed to 
move Vietnamese troops some 30 km back from the 
Kampuchean-Thai border. 


This 7th withdrawal, the biggest one so far, is made in 
conformity with the all-around development and the 
growing strength of the PRK, especially the capacity of 
the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Armed Forces 
which have gradually undertaken the responsibility for 
the defence of the country. Thanks to the devoted 
assistance of Vietnamese Army volunteers and the sup- 
port from the Kampuchean people, the armed forces of 
the PRK have constantly developed and proved capable 
of performing their duty with efficiency. The govern- 
ment and people of Kampuchea are profoundly grateful 
to the government and people of Vietnam for their close 
solidarity with, wholehearted assistance and great sacri- 
fices to the Kampuchean people. At the request of the 
Kampuchean people, Vietnamese Army volunteers have 
come to discharge their internationalist duty while 
strictly respecting Kampuchea’s national independence 
and sovereignty. At present as the bulk of Vietnamese 
Army volunteers have withdrawn from Kampuchea, in 
furtherance of an agreement between the two countries, 
the remaining Vietnamese volunteers in Kampuchea will 
be placed under the command of the command of the 
PRK until their total withdrawal in 1990. The complete 
pullout will be effected earlier if a political solution to 
the Kampuchean conflict is achieved. 


The PRK and the SRV have always expressed their 
goodwill toward the search for a peaceful settlement of 
the Kampuchean issue. This is why they have raised 
many constructive proposals including the building of a 
security zone along the Kampuchean-Thai border, the 
settlement of the problem of Kampuchean refugees and 
their eventual repatriation from Thailand. All these 
proposals remain valid. The decision by the PRK and 
the SRV to move Vietnamese troops 30 km back from 
the Kampuchean-Thai border has testified to their desire 
to live in neighbourliness with the Kingdom of Thailand. 
The PRK hopes that if Thailand has the same goodwill, 
it should avail itself of this occasion to join the effort to 
make the Thai-Kampuchean border a border of peace 
and friendship and embark on the talks aimed at solving 
the question of orderly repatriation of Kampuchean 
refugees from Thailand. 


Encouraged by the public opinion, Kampuchea, Viet- 
nam and Laos are resolved to make tireless efforts to find 
a political solution to the Kampuchean issue. Agree- 
ments reached by Vietnam and Indonesia in Ho Chi 
Minh City in July 29, 1987, the PRK’s policy of national 
reconciliation promulgated on August 27, 1987 and the 
PRK’s declaration of October 8, 1987 on the search for a 
political solution to the Kampuchean issue, the joint 
communique made public in France on December 4, 
1987 after the Hun Sen-Sihanouk meeting have won 
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support from the world public which considers them 
important steps toward breaking the deadlock in the 
quest for a peaceful settlement of the nine-year long 
conflict in Kampuchea. 


But, there remains a big obstacle caused by wicked 
attempts to bring the genocidal Pol Pot clique back to 
power in Kampuchea. The criminals are still enjoying 
support and assistance from certain international reac- 
tionary forces who wish to maintain regional tension. 
Such an obstacle must be removed especially when more 
than more than half of the Vietnamese Army volunteers 
have have already withdrawn from Kampuchea. To this 
end, the Pol Pot criminals must be brought to an 
international court. At the same time, they must not be 
allowed to use sanctuaries in foreign territory to continue 
committing crimes against the Kampuchean people and 
prolong an undeclared war against the PRK. This meets 
the legitimate aspiration of the Kampuchean people who 
have shown deep hatred for Pol Pot and his associates. It 
is also the demand of politicians, scientists, jurists and 
other personalities in many countries across the world 
and international organizations. This is a simple justice 
but hostile forces have sought to refuse. The government 
and people of Kampuchea express their profound grati- 
tude to the international community for its sympathy 
and support. We hope that the international community 
will continue their efforts to prevent the return in 
Kampuchea of the Pol Pot clique and support the 
Kampuchean people’s struggle for peace, national inde- 
pendence and nonalignment. 


The PRK Government reaffirms that it will pursue the 
policy of national reconciliation and make greater efforts 
in search for a political solution to the Kampuchean 
issue as demonstrated in the declaration of October 8, 
1987, thus contributing to making Southeast Asia a 
region of peace, stability, friendship and cooperation. 


PRACHEACHON Editorial Comments 
BK2805100288 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 27 May 88 


[PRACHEACHON editorial: “Our Position of Strength, 
Position of Victory, and Goodwill’’—date not given] 


[Text] An event of great significance took place at the 
end of this month of May 1988 at a time when our people 
were enthusiastically emulating feats and achievements 
in celebration of the 10th anniversary of the 7 January 
National Day. This event—the withdrawal of another 
important contingent of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
from Cambodia—was announced in a communique 
dated 26 May 1988 by the PRK Ministry of National 
Defense. The communique clearly noted that the PRK 
Government and that of the SRV have agreed to with- 
draw in 1988 50,000 Vietnamese Army volunteers who 
have come to discharge their internationalist mission in 
Cambodia. This withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volun- 
teers is a continuation of the scheduled annual partial 
withdrawals of Vietnamese troops made in accordance 
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with the joint communique of the three Indochinese 
countries summit meeting. It takes place at a time when 
the Cambodian revolution is making a steady progress, 
achieving great successes in all fields, political, military, 
economic, cultural, social, and diplomatic. 


In fact, at this new revolutionary stage where attacks are 
launched simultaneously with negotiations, in particular 
during the 5-6 months following the sixth partial with- 
drawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers, despite the fact 
that it had to face the hostile and subversive ambition of 
the enemies and to overcome many new difficulties and 
tests, the whole country witnessed a seething revolution- 
ary movement of the masses and Armed Forces who 
strove hard to bring new changes to and apply a ceaseless 
impetus on the cause of national defense and reconstruc- 
tion as many great results were realized in all the major 
key tasks advanced by the fifth party congress. This 
event has clearly testified to the growing innate strength 
and real development and consolidation of the Kampu- 
chean People’s Revolutionary Armed Forces, which with 
each passing day, are maturing both quantitatively and 
qualitatively and which are now successfully assuming 
the national defense duty. 


The Armed Forces—regular, regional, and militia— 
while enjoying the cooperation and wholehearted assis- 
tance and support of the Vietnamese Army volunteers 
have continued to build and further consolidate them- 
selves, constantly enhancing their position of strength, 
position of victory, and control of the battlefields both 
along the border and in the interior of the country, 
fighting more and more efficiently, successfully frustrat- 
ing all maneuvers and activities of the enemies, pushing 
the latter deeper into impasse, weakness, setbacks, seri- 
ous splits, low morale, and gradual disintegration, and 
successfully defending the production efforts and peace- 
ful existence of our people throughout the country. 


It should be recalled that the Vietnamese Army volun- 
teers have already undertaken six successive partial 
withdrawals. This latest seventh withdrawal is much 
more different and of much larger scale than those in the 
past. This decision to withdraw another important con- 
tingent of Vietnamese Army volunteers is evident proof 
of the just position and unchanging good-will attitude of 
the governments and peoples of the PRK and SRV, 
which have always worked and fought hard for peace, 
stability, and cooperation in Southeast Asia. It also 
reaffirms before world public opinion the authentic and 
lofty spirit of social internationalism of the Vietnamese 
party, government, Army, and people regarding the just 
cause of their fraternal Cambodian people. 


This certainly is a brilliant truth that no reactionary 
forces can distort. It has contributed to bringing the 
international prestige of the PRK to new highs. It springs 
forth from the objective necessity of history, frum the 
prevailing situation of the Cambodian revolution, and 
from the pure and legitimate aspiration of our people. It 
is necessary for us to reaffirm that the withdrawal of the 
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Vietnamese Army volunteers must proceed along with 
the elimination of Pol Pot and his close lieutenants, the 
respect for the PRK’s right to self-determination, nonin- 
terference from outside, and guarantee for the Cambo- 
dian people’s just cause. 


At all stages of the struggle against the common enemy, 
we have always enjoyed the assistance and support from 
and have fought side by side with the best sons of the 
land of Ho Chi Minh in attacking and vanquishing the 
enemy, liberating the country, and safeguarding the 
nation. In particular, during the latest stage of our 
revolution, the heroic VPA gave us immense, timely, 
wholehearted, unconditional, and effective assistance 
that has contributed preciously to the survival, perma- 
nence, and development of the fraternal Cambodian 
revolution. Many noble examples of heroism, precious 
sacrifices, and spirit of valiant struggle can be found all 
over Cambodia as they have offered their sweat, flesh, 
and blood in the display of their priceless feelings of 
self-abi:cgation, affection, and sincerity. All of this has 
crystallized into an immortal collection of precious sen- 
timents inscribed indelibly in the heart of each Cambo- 
dian and treasured forever in every nook and cranny of 
the land of Angkor. 


The heroic Vietnamese Army volunteers involved in the 
current withdrawal, like those in the previous ones, are 
going home after successfully discharging their precious 
proletarian internationalist mission in Cambodia, leav- 
ing behind countless achievements and unforgettable 
feelings of love, affection, and attachment. 


The Cambodian party, Armed Forces, and people as a 
whole would like to express deep thanks to the fraternal 
Vietnamese party, government, and people for sacrific- 
ing their best sons in the cause of the Cambodian 
revolution’s revival and consolidation. We sincerely 
praise our heroic comrades in arms. We miss them very 
much and would like to wish them a safe return home 
and more and greater successes in their noble tasks. 


Learning from the spirit of proletarian internationalism 
and the examples of heroism of the fraternal Vietnamese 
Army volunteers, the Cambodian party, Armed Forces, 
and people as a whole pledge to close their ranks and 
make every effort to successfully carry out both national 
and internationalist missions by resolutely defending the 
revolutionary banner, ceaselessly strengthening and 
developing all-around revolutionary gains, and continu- 
ing to firmly preserve the Cambodia-Vietnam special 
alliance and frustrate all of the enemies’ psywar maneu- 
vers to split the close solidarity and loyalty between 
Cambodia and Vietnam. All of us pledge to raise the 
spirit of mastery in struggle, self-reliance, firm confi- 
dence in the position of strength and position of victory 
of the Cambodian revolution, and absolute faith in our 
final victory, continuing to work hard to successfully 
fulfill the cause of national defense and reconstruction. 
We pledge to strive to further build and further consol- 
idate the Armed Forces in order to advance toward 
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independently assuming the fighting duty and to become 
the core for the entire people to attack the enemies and 
defend the motherland and the revolutionary gains. 


We pledge to always raise our revolutionary vigilance 
and the determination to fight and to vanquish the 
enemies while persuading enemy soldiers and misled 
persons to return to the fold; to build strong communes 
and villages, build real revolutionary forces, vigorously 
accelerate the monsoon production efforts, and take care 
of the livelihood of the people; and to enthusiastically 
emulate in creating achievements in celebration of the 
PRK’s 10th anniversary by pledging to implement well 
all the tasks of 1988 and in the immediately following 
years as defined in the resolution of the sixth session of 
the fifth party Central Committee. 


All of us pledge to preserve, defend, and develop inces- 
santly the bonds of friendship, solidarity, and coopera- 
tion between Cambodia and Vietnam as well as between 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos and the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries for peace and stability in South- 
east Asia and the world. 


Questions, Answers Featured 
BK2805 122988 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 28 May 88 


[Station feature presenting questions and answers con- 
cerning the 1988 partial withdrawal of Vietnamese Army 
volunteers—read by announcers] 


[Text] Question 1: What is different about the current 
partial withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers as 
compared with earlier ones? 


Answer: According to the agreement reached between 
the Cambodian and Vietnamese Governments 
announced in the 26 May 1988 communique of the PRK 
Ministry of National Defense, the current withdrawal of 
Vietnamese volunteers is bigger in scope and larger in 
scale than those of previous years. In fact, 50,000 troops 
will be pulled out. This year’s withdrawal of Vietnamese 
Army volunteers will last from June to December 1988 
through different directions. The field Supreme Com- 
mand of the Vietnamese Army volunteers in Cambodia 
will be withdrawn. The remaining Vietnamese Army 
volunteers will be placed under Cambodia’s command, 
and will be completely pulled out in 1990. 


Question 2: What is the significance and importance of 
the present partial withdrawal of Vietnamese Army 
volunteers? 


Answer: The Vietnamese Army volunteers come to Cam- 
bodia at the request of the Kampuchean National Salva- 
tion Front and the Government of the PRK to help our 
people overthrow the genocidal Pol Pot regime. Together 
with our people and armed forces, they have assumed the 
task of defending the Cambodian motherland and revo- 
lutionary gains against the sabotage activities of the 
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reactionary Khmer forces and external threats, making it 
possible for Cambodia and its people to grow and 
develop. Since 1982, on the basis of the growth of the 
Cambodian revolutionary Armed Forces and the inter- 
nal security situation of the PRK, there has been a series 
of annual partial withdrawals of Vietnamese Army vol- 
unteers from Cambodia. During the summit conference 
of the three Indochinese countries in Vientiane in Feb- 
ruary 1983, the Governments of Cambodia and Vietnam 
issued a statement saying that all Vietnamese Army 
volunteers will be withdrawn from Cambodia by 1990 
and may withdraw ahead of this schedule if there are no 
more external threats. Therefore, this year’s Vietnamese 
volunteer troop withdrawal despite its large scale is still 
part of the annual troop withdrawal program. 


This year’s withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
reflected the important development of the Cambodian 
revolutionary armed forces as witnessed by the upgrad- 
ing in the fighting quality of the regular forces, particu- 
larly at the Cambodian-Thai border where our forces 
have replaced the Vietnamese volunteer troops in pre- 
serving the country’s territorial integrity by pushing back 
all intruding activities of the enemy. 


In the localities, thanks to the attention of the provincial, 
municipal, and district party committees, the regional 
and militia forces have also matured rapidly, success- 
fully dealing with the enemy and defending all important 
targets. Most outstanding are those in Siem Reap-Oddar 
Meanchey and Banteay Meanchey Provinces and a num- 
ber of other places. Village and commune militiamen 
and people have accelerated the movement to attack the 
enemy along with the efforts to flush out planted enemy 
agents and appeal to the misled persons to return to the 
fold, thus bringing to naught the enemy’s design to step 
up the attacks against villages and communes during the 
1987-88 dry season. 


This year’s Vietnamese volunteer troop withdrawal even 
more clearly testifies to the strict respect of the Vietnam- 
ese party, government, Army, and people for Cambo- 
dia’s independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, 
completely negating the slanderous propaganda of the 
enemy and international reactionaries. It reflects the 
priceless spirit of proletarian internationalism of the 
Vietnamese party, government, Army, and people in 
their readiness to make sacrifices in helping our people 
at times of hardship and sorrow and their willingness to 
go home as we become able independently to assume our 
own defense duty. 


The withdrawal of so important a contingent of Viet- 
namese Army volunteers as the current one constitutes a 
blow smashing the enemy’s slanderous psywar propa- 
ganda maligning Cambodia, vilifying Vietnam, and 
undermining the Cambodia-Vietnam solidarity. At the 
same time, this withdrawal also demonstrates the good- 
will of our people and that of the Vietnamese people who 
want to see peace and stability restored in Indochina and 


FBIS-EAS-88-104 
13 May 1988 


Southeast Asia. The prestige of the PRK has been further 
boosted on the international stage. This has further 
increased the PRK’s position of strength in the political 
and diplomatic struggle. 


Question 3: Following this year’s withdrawal of Viet- 
namese Army volunteers, what will the situation be in 
our country? 


Answer: The hostile reactionary furces remain stubborn. 
They have not given up their maneuvers to destroy our 
country. They will take the opportunity of the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers to intensify their 
slanderous psywar propaganda, conduct misleading and 
intimidating activities, and accelerate their destructive 
campaign. However, from realities over the past 6 years, 
we can see that each partial withdrawal of Vietnamese 
Army volunteers is the time when our Cambodian forces 
understand best the tasks under their responsibility and 
independently advance toward assuming responsibility 
of the revolutionary tasks at a new, more advanced stage. 
At the same time, they push the enemy’s activities a step 
back. At the present, the enemy’s advantage and strength 
continue to diminish. His activities continue to dwindle 
steadily. Moreover, world public opinion is becoming 
more vociferous in its condemnation of the genocidal 
Pol Pot clique and is demanding that it be brought before 
an international court. The quarrels among the three 
reactionary groups and tht internal disputes of each 
party have become more serious. The number of those 
who broke away from the enemy ranks and returned to 
the people’s fold is growing. 


Indeed, whenever we become complacent and careless 
and let down our guard, we might let the enemy take that 
opportunity to cause us some losses. With a high sense of 
revolutionary vigilance and mastery in foiling in time all 
sabotage activities of the enemy, we will certainly be able 
to defeat all his maneuvers and firmly advance our 
revolution. 


If some reactionary forces try to exploit the repatriation 
of the Vietnamese Army volunteers to continue their 
Opposition to the PRK, the treaty of friendship, peace, 
and cooperation between Cambodia and Vietnam 
remains valid and effective. 


Question 4: In the present stage, what duty does each of 
us have toward our motherland? 


Answer: Each of us must have a correct understanding of 
the motherland’s situation. We must have firm confi- 
dence in our own strength and in the new regime which 
is advancing rapidly toward independently assuming the 
task of national defense and reconstruction. Our cadres, 
party members, combatants, and people must multiply 
efforts many more fold to push forward the three revo- 
lutionary movements and strive to implement well the 
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joint strategic tasks and the three revolutionary objec- 
tives defined by the fifth party congress, particularly the 
three key undertakings put forth by the sixth party 
Central Committee session. These are: 


— To build and consolidate localities, seeing to it that 
villages and communes are truly consolidated and the 
local revolutionary forces are truly the real forces of the 
revolution, are the core forces of the revolutionary 
movement in villages and communes, and ensure, con- 
trol, and advance firmly toward assuming all revolution- 
ary tasks, defending and building villages and communes 
in all conditions and under all circumstances. 


— To accelerate the work of recruiting soldiers, actively 
build the armed forces which are strong in all fields, 
especially the regional and militia forces, organize well 
the task of feeding the Army, and correctly implement 
the rear-line policy toward the families of combatants 
and the front-line policy toward the combatants them- 
selves. 


— To accelerate the comprehensive activities, indepen- 
dently attack the enemy more vigorously in combination 
with the implementation of the “three don’ts and one 
do,” flush out and destroy planted enemy forces, actively 
persuade persons misguided by enemy propaganda to 
return to the people’s fold, and actively cut off contacts 
and mobile activities as well as the manpower and supply 
sources of the enemy, pushing the enemy more quickly 
toward collapse. 


— To vigorously accelerate the monsoon rice production 
work so that it can be completed well and in time. To 
lead, advise, and encourage the people to carry out the 
agricultural production work early in the season as soon 
as nature is favorable during this year’s monsoon and 
pledge to produce more rice than in the previous years, 
seeing to it that the people have sufficient rice to eat and 
can sell plenty of rice to the state to enable the latter to 
stockpile enough food, contributing to promoting the 
country’s major economic spearhead and to improving 
the people’s living conditions. 


— To inessantly strengthen the militant solidarity 
between the Cambodian and Vietnamese peoples and 
armies and between the three Indochinese countries and 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. 


— To organize well farewell ceremonies for the depart- 
ing fraternal Vietnamese Army volunteers. 


— To frustrate in time all slanderous psywar propaganda 
of the enemy. 


Editorial Hails Withdrawal 
BK3005091488 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 28 May 88 


[Station editorial: “Our Goodwill and Sturdiness’’] 


[Text] Stemming-from the present development of the 
Cambodian revolution and in furtherance of the decla- 
ration of the Cambodia-Vietnam-Laos summit in Feb- 
ruary 1983 as well as the unswerving decision of the 
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PRK and SRV to withdraw Vietnamese Army volunteers 
every year and to complete this withdrawal by 1990, the 
governments of the two countries have agreed to with- 
draw another contingent of Vietnamese volunteer troops 
from Cambodia in 1988. 


This latest withdrawal will involve 50,000 Vietnamese 
Army volunteers and will take place from June to 
December 1988 via several channels, both overland and 
water routes. Simultaneously with this withdrawal of 
Vietnamese Army volunteers, the Supreme Command of 
the Vietnamese Army in Cambodia will also be pulled 
out in 1988 and the remaining Vietnamese volunteer 
troops in Cambodia will be placed under the command 
of the PRK and will be completely withdrawn in 1990. 


This is the seventh time that the Vietnamese Army 
volunteers are withdrawing from Cambodia after suc- 
cessfully fulfilling their most noble proletarian interna- 
tionalist mission in our beautiful land of Angkor. In 
particular, this large-scale withdrawal involving such a 
large number of troops constitutes an important event 
closely linked to the powerful all-around development of 
the Cambodian revolution as well as the rapid growth of 
the Cambodian Revolutionary Armed Forces who are 
gradually taking charge by themselves of the national 
defense duty, the protection of the revolutionary gains, 
and the effective drive to build and advance the moth- 
erland step by step toward socialism. 


For the past nearly 10 years, under the correct and wise 
leadership of the KPRP while enjoying the wholehearted 
and sincere assistance of the fraternal Vietnamese 
experts and volunteer troops, the Cambodian people 
from all walks of life have forged the strong bonds of 
great national and international solidarity, striving hard 
to overcome all kinds of difficulties, fighting coura- 
geously to smash all adventurous attempts of the enemy 
to oppose their rebirth, and winning one victory after 
another in national defense and reconstruction efforts. 
Year after year, the intrinsic strength of the Cambodian 
revolution has built up and matured steadily. We have 
effectively used the combined forces, combined mea- 
sures, and combined activities to accelerate our firm 
advance, and we are now finding ourselves in a position 
of strength and victory. We are taking firm control of the 
region all along the western border of the motherland. 
Our regular, regional, police, and militia forces both 
independently and in coordination with the Vietnamese 
Army volunteers are building their own units, gradually 
making combat readiness and upgrading their combat 
capacity to fight and smash the enemy outside the terrain 
under their control. 


Our people in all localities have growing faith in our 
authentic party and our new regime. They see more and 
more clearly the perfidious maneuvers of the enemy 
whose objective is to wage a war to destroy and topple 
Our young regime and to return the genocidal Pol Pot 
clique back to power in Cambodia. Starting from this 
conscience, our people—extremely indignant at the 
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blood-thirsty Pol Pot gang—have voluntarily sent their 
sons and husbands to serve in the Army or to carry out 
the national defense labor. They have also enthusiasti- 
cally participated in the movement to win back the 
misguided persons. Pooling their forces and willingness, 
they have worked in ciose harmony to build gradually 
strong localities. The political, economic, social, and 
cultural lives “ave made a stead: progress. The living 
conditions of the people have imp ‘oved step by step. The 
real revolutionary forces have been further expanded 
and consolidated both quantitatively and qualitatively. 


Originating from the great all-around victories and in 
light of the current world trend, the PRK set forth the 
national reconciliation policy and the statement propos- 
ing a political solution to the Cambodian problem aim- 
ing to bring an end to the impasse in the Cambodian 
conflict which has dragged on for more than 9 years. This 
policy and statement has won the enthusiastic approval 
and support of public opinion. This is another success 
that has made the prestige of the PRK soar to new hights 
in the international arena. 


By contrast, the so-called CGDK is now deteriorating. 
Its internal splits are worsening as it is gradually heading 
toward total disintegration. The trend demanding the 
elimination of criminal Pol Pot and his close lackeys is 
developing rapidly all over the world. More people 
misguided by enemy deception have broken with the 
enemy ranks and returned to their families and the 
nation’s fold either individually or in groups. 


Like the previous ones, the current withdrawal of Viet- 
namese Army volunteers has clearly demonstrated the 
just stand, noble goodwill, and sincere mutual assistance 
between the Cambodian and Vietnamese governments 
and peoples. It constitutes an outright blow at the 
senselessly slanderous propaganda of the Chinese hege- 
monist-expansionists, U.S. imperialists, and interna- 
tional reaction, especially the reactionaries within the 
Thai ruling circles who have distorted the truth about the 
presence of the Vietnamese Army volunteers in Cambo- 
dia in an attempt to sabotage the bonds of special 
alliance between Cambodia and Vietnam, to weaken the 
position and prestige of the two countries, and to openly 
oppose the revolution of the three Indochinese countries. 


The Cambodian people will never forget the whole- 
hearted assistance and support of the fraternal Vietnam- 
ese Volunteer Army and people, and pledge to crush and 
frustrate all of the enemy’s maneuvers. 


Over the past nearly 10 years, not only have the Viet- 
namese volunteer troops fought side by side with the 
Cambodian people in defending our motherland and 
revolutionary gains, but they have also actively assisted 
our people in restoring and building the national econ- 
omy, bringing a gradual development to this field and 
contributing to the all-around firm advance of the Cam- 
bodian revolution. In discharging this internationalist 
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mission, many Vietnamese comrades-in-arms have val- 
iantly sacrificed themselves or have become crippled for 
life. The glorious heroism and lofty examples of self- 
abnegation of the Vietnamese Army volunteers have 
inscribed deeply in the heart of each Cambodian. The 
pure proletarian revolutionary spirit of the Vietnamese 
Army volunteers who have always steadfastly upheld 
their dignity, respected the interests of the collective and 
people, and constantly followed the instructions of the 
CPV, always abiding by President Ho Chi Minh’s slogan 
“To fight on friendly land like in ones own country” 
have won them the sincere respect and esteem and 
all-sided assistance and support of the Cambodian army 
and people, causing the fame of the Vietnamese Army 
volunteers to resound everywhere and making them 
worthy of being the best sons of the land of Uncle Ho and 
the excellent soldiers of socialism. 


It is true that the great successes achieved by the Cam- 
bodian revolution for the past nearly 10 years cannot be 
separated from the assistance and support of the Viet- 
namese experts and army volunteers. Forever, the Cam- 
bodian people will remember their good services. More 
than ever, the Cambodian people pledge to foster the 
special Cambodia-Vietnam militant solidarity and to 
treasure it like they would the apples of their own eyes. 


Once again, on the occasion of this Vietnamese volun- 
teer troop withdrawal, the entire Cambodian party, 
army, and people would like to express profound grati- 
tude to the fraternal Vietnamese party, government, and 
people and to all Vietnamese mothers and sisters for 
giving us wholehearted assistance and support and vol- 
untarily sending their sons and husbands to discharge 
their proletarian internationalist mission in Cambodia 
in the cause of the Cambodian revolution. We sincerely 
wish the departing heroic comrades-in-arms of the Viet- 
namese Volunteer Army as well as those remaining to 
carry on their proletarian internationalist duty in Cam- 
bodia the best of health and more and greater successes 
in the reconstruction and defense of the socialist Viet- 
namese motherland and brilliant success in their prole- 
tarian internationalist mission. We pledge to learn from 
the precious example of proletarian internationalist her- 
oism of the fraternal Vietnamese comrades in arms and 
to uphold the spirit of self-reliance and make greater 
efforts to assume the task of defending and building the 
Cambodian motherland. We pledge to make utmost 
efforts to build the Armed Forces, build strong localities, 
villages, and communes, and build real revolutionary 
forces in all fields, staying ready to counterattack and 
frustrate all of the enemy’s adventurous acts. We pledge 
to further strengthen and expand the bonds of special 
militant solidarity betwe._n Cambodia and Vietnam as 
well as among Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos in the 
cause of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


Previous Pullouts Listed 
BK3005131188 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1132 GMT 30 May 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK May 30—As victims of the 
three-year-eight-month-arid-twenty-day rule of the geno- 
cidal Pol Pot regime, the Kampuchean people asked 
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Vietnamese Army volunteers to come and help them 
overthrow the Pol Pot criminals who had killed more 
than 3 million innocent Kampucheans. Motivated by 
proletarian internationalism, Vietnamese Army volun- 
teeis responded to that call saving the Kampuchean 
people from extermination. 


The presence of Vietnamese Army volunteers has been 
of great necessity for the land of Angkor. They have not 
only saved the Kampuchean people from genocide but 
also helped them rebuild their country severely damaged 
by the polpotists. 


In furtherance of an agreement reached by the Govern- 
ments of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and in the light of the 
statement of the Indochinese countries’ summit held in 
Vientiane in February 1983, the Governments of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam have agreed on annual partial 
withdrawals of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea. 


Following is a breakdown of the six previous withdraw- 
als since 1982: 


— First withdrawal: A number of Vietnamese volunteer 
units after fulfilling their internationalist duty in Kam- 
puchea were repatriated on July 17, 1982. 


— Second withdrawal: Divisional Group Cuu Long 
comprising an infantry division, six dependent brigades 
and regiments left for home in May 1983. 


— Third withdrawal: Following the 1983-84 dry season 
victory, an important part of the enemy remnant force 
together with their bases were swept away from the 
Kampuchea-Thailand border areas. In June 1984, two 
brigades, a regiment and a number of independent 
battalions of the Vietnamese volunteer army left the 
northwestern provinces of Kampuchea for home. 


— Fourth withdrawal: In the 1984-85 dry season, the 
Vietnamese volunteer army, in coordination with the 
Kampuchean Armed Forces and local population, pur- 
sued the enemy, and destroyed almost all their key bases 
along the Kampuchea-Thailand border. This enabled 
Vietnam to effect the fourth withdrawal of its volunteer 
troops comprising Divisional Group 52 and Brigades 
7703, 7706, and 9906. 


— Fifth withdrawal: Divisional Group 98 made up of 
Infantry Division 8, Infantry Brigade 95, Infantry Regi- 
ment 37, and their dependent units was repatriated on 
May 28, 1986. 


— Sixth withdrawal: Divisional Group 94 in Battam- 
bang and Divisional Group 99 in Kompong Som left for 
home on November 29, 1987. 
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Sihanouk Doubts Vietnamese Promises 
HK2905040688 Hong Kong AFP in English 0359 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Beijing, May 29 (AFP)}—Cambodian resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk said Sunday that Viet- 
nam was seeking to deceive international opinion by 
saying it would withdraw half its troops from Cambodia 
by the end of the year. 


“I cannot believe that Vietnam really intends to with- 
draw from Cambodia 50,000 Vietnamese officers, non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers,” Prince Sihanouk 
said in a telegram to AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE here 
from the North Korean capital. 


Vietnam’s announcement last week that it would pull out 
50,000 troops, or half its contingent, from Cambodia by 
the end of the year, was a move to “deceive the interna- 
tional community,” Prince Sihanouk said. 


Western experts put the total number of Vietnamese 
troops in Cambodia at about 120,000. 


If the pullout did take place, this would mean that 
Vietnam had already infiltrated “Vietnamese soldiers 
disguised as Khmer soldiers” in the army of the Hanoi- 
backed government in Phnom Penh, Prince Sihanouk 
said. 


Thailand and the United States have welcomed the 
Vietnamese announcement of a partial pullout, but 
China said Hanoi could be playing the “same old farce,” 
announcing a withdrawal which was actually a simple 
troop rotation. 


Clandestine Radios React to SRV Announcement 


Communique Called ‘Propaganda’ 
BK2905022088 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 28 May 88 


(“Communique” of the Supreme Command of the 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea; dated 28 
May] 


[Text] At a news conference held in the afternoon of 26 
May, the Hanoi Vietnamese clique loudly declared that 
it would withdraw 50,000 troops from Cambodia. The 
withdrawal will be carried out from June to the end of 
the year. 


This is more shameless propaganda to deceive world 
public opinion. This announcement of the Vietnamese 
enemy about withdrawing 50,000 troops is just like 
previous troop withdrawal announcements. 


What are the current realities on the Cambodian battle- 
field? According to the reports from all battlefields 
throughout Cambodia and to the observations by the 
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Supreme Command, it is seen that during this month of 
May, the Vietnamese enemy has been moving troops 
back and forth from one battlefield to another aimlessly 
like a frightened monkey in an attempt to withstand o1 ° 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea [NADK] that 
is launching attacks against the Vietnamese enemy's 
villages, cutting off its important strategic routes, and 
putting pressure on a number of important towns even 
more vigorously. Here are the realities: 


1. At the end of April and the beginning of this May, the 
Vietnamese enemy moved forces from the 330th Divi- 
sion, which had been pulled out of Pailin and stationed 
in Trapeang Cho and Sangke Sataop in January and 
February, to spread out along the southern part of Krang 
Ponlei River stretching from Amleang to Damnak 
Smach to defend the Vietnamese village and commune 
administrations that have successively been dispersed. It 
moved forces from the 309th Division to Ponhea Loe in 
order to defend Route 26. At the same time. the Viet- 
namese enemy moved 300 troops from Kompong Speu 
to defend the northwestern part of Phnom Penh City. 


2. On 30 April, the Vietnamese enemy moved troops 
from Stoeng Metoek and the border area to the vicinity 
of Srang Toch, Srang Thom, and Sala Komru on the 
eastern part of Pursat to defend against our NADK’'s 
offensive against villages. 


3. At the beginning of May, the Vietnamese enemy 
soldiers posted in Longvek camp adjacent to Route 5 
were moved across the Tonle Sap Lake to the east in 
order to defend against our NADK which was attacking 
the Vietnamese enemy’s villages on the battlefield north 
of Phnom Penh. 


4. On 2 May, the Vietnamese enemy pulled 32 tanks out 
of Battambang via Route 6 to defend Siem Reap town. 


5. On 3 May, the Vietnamese enemy pulled forces from 
the 330th Division in Samlot to defend Route 10 in the 
areas from Sdao to Snoeng and defend the railroad from 
Battambang to Reang Kesei. 


6. On 6 May, the Vietnamese enemy mobilized forces 
from the areas near Boeng Tim and Pralay Thngo on the 
eastern part of Battambang Town and from the vicinity 
of Ta Pde on the southern part of Battambang Town to 
defend against our national army in the western part of 
Battambang and defend Route 10. 


7. On 9 May, the Vietnamese enemy shifted forces from 
the areas along the Mongkolborei River and from 309th 
and 7,704th Divisions to defend against our national 
army in the northern and southern parts of Battambang 
Town. 
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8. On 12 and 13 May, the Vietnamese enemy moved 
2,000 soidiers from 7,701th Division in Kompong Thom 
Town to defend Route 7 and spread out among com- 
munes along the eastern part of the Mekong River in 
Dambe District of Kompong Cham Province in order to 
defend its village and commune administrations which 
are being dispersed. 


9. In mid-May, the Vietnamese enemy moved its forces 
from Samlot, Pailin, Siem Reap, and Pursat to defend 
Battambang Town. Also in mid-May, the Vietnamese 
enemy mobilized its forces from Pursat, from the 339th 
Division, and from Siem Reap to defend against our 
national army along Route 10 in the areas stretching 
from the western part of Kaos Krala to Veay Chap Hill 
on the eastern and southern parts of Battambang Town. 
From mid-May to the present, the Vietnamese enemy 
has kept moving troops from all areas to defend agaist 
our national army on the southern, eastern, and northern 
parts of Battambang Town. 


Son Sann Interviewed 
BK2805075688 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 28 May 88 


[Interview with KPNLF President and CGDK Prime 
Minister Son Sann by station correspondent on 26 
May-—-recorded] 


{Summary from poor reception] [Correspondent] I have 
learned that Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said 
Vietnam and Prince Norodom Sihanouk had agreed to 
join the talks in Jakarta at the end of next July and that 
he had already invited your excellency and the DK party 
to participate, but had not received any answer yet. What 
is your view regarding the Indonesian foreign minister's 
invitation to take part in this Cambodian discussion? 


[Son Sann] His excellency the Indonesian foreign minis- 
ter asked me and His Excellency Khieu Samphan to take 
part in the Jakarta meeting to be held in the next couple 
of months. The invitation was not an official one yet. 
Since you ask me now, let me tell you that because I 
know all our people along the border, abroad, and in the 
interior of the country want to see the Vietnamese 
withdraw completely from Cambodia and want the 
national independence restored, as a representative of 
the KPNLF I am going when and if such a meeting takes 
place. I go only because I am grateful for the efforts 
deployed in the past few years to make such a conference 
possible. But as | have already told the international 
opinion that the solution to the Cambodian issue rests in 
the complete withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from 
Cambodia. Therefore, if Vietnam agrees to go, then I will 
go too. I will take part in such a meeting provided the 
representative of Vietnam also attends. 


[Correspondent] Thank you. Recentiy, we have learned 
that Vietnam announced it would withdraw 50,000 
troops before the end of 1988. Please, tell us about your 
opinion. 
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[Son Sann] I have also learned about this announcement 
from the newspapers. To tell you the truth, I do not know 
much about this. Wait a couple more days for more 
information. But suppose this is true, it is still unaccept- 
able since by troop withdrawal the world opinion, the 
United Nations, and our foreign friends such as China, 
the United States, and the ASEAN countries mean 
complete withdrawal of all Vietnamese troops from 
Cambodia. The partial withdrawals of 10,000, 20,000, 
and now even 50,000 troops are unacceptable and they 
even added that they would place the remaining troops 
under the command of Heng Samrin. “This is most 
astonishing. In the future, suppose Heng Samrin wanted 
say 500,000 more troops, then 500,000 more, and then 2 
million more, what would happen? This is not the 
answer to the problem. The answer is the withdrawal of 
all Vietnamese troops present in Cambodia.” I do not 
believe that such a partial withdrawal is the correct 
answer to the aspiration of the Cambodian people. The 
placing of the remaining Vietnamese troops under the 
command of Heng Saiarin is also not feasible. The 
Vietnamese commanders would never obey the com- 
mand of Cambodian commanders and the Cambodian 
commanders would not accept the Vietnamese. There 
would certainly be fighting. 


[Correspondent] The economic situation in Vietnam is 
quite serious. Vietnam itself admitted that eight of its 
provinces faced serious food shortage. Vietnam appealed 
to the international community to provide it with 
humanitarian aid. Please comment on this. 


[Son Sann] The food shortage in Vietnam is real. The 
United States, which is searching for its MIA’s, said it 
could not help without Vietnam withdrawing all of its 
troops from Cambodia. Vietnam was urged to use all its 
manpower and equipment in Cambodia \o concentrate 
on economic reconstruction at home. I would like to 
inform our friends, such as the United States, Thailand, 
and Japan, that Vietnam is really in a difficult situation, 
otherwise it would not have talked about troop with- 
drawal from Cambodia and agreed to attend the Jakarta 
meeting. I appeal to all our friends not to help Vietnam. 
Do not give it humanitarian or economic assistance now. 
Wait until it has withdrawn troops from Cambodia, then 
help it. If it gets aid now, Vietnam will stay on in 
Cambodia. The international community should help 
Cambodia first. Let Cambodia enjoy peace first and then 
help Vietnami. Let the two countries be happy. 


Laos 


Thai Military Delegation Pays Visit 
BK2705012488 "’:entiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 26 May 88 


[Text] At the invitation of the joint Lao-Thai military 
committee on the Lao side, a 6-man delegation of the 
joint Lao-Thai military committee on the Thai side led 
by Colonel Thawisak Khetsali, head of the Thai side's 
committee, arrived in Vientiane at noon today on an 
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official friendship visit to Laos, aimed at strengthening 
mutual understanding between the joint Lao-Thai mili- 
tary committee to gradually improve the brotherly rela- 
tions between the Lao and Thai peoples. 


The delegation was warmly welcomed at Wattai Airport 
by Colonel Somboun Sisavat, head of the Lao side’s joint 
Lao-Thai military committee, and several members of 
the committee on the Lao side. Mrs Prathuang Rot- 
phong, charge d'affaires ad interim at the Thai Embassy 
in Laos, and a number of Thai Embassy officials were 
also on hand at the airport to welcome the delegation. 


The Thai side’s joint Lao-Thai military delegation will 
be in Laos for 5 days. During its stay, the delegation will 
call on high-ranking Lao military and civilian leaders, 
meet and exchange views with the Lao counterpart on 
the execution of duties by the joint Lao-Thai military 
committee, and visit various economic and cultural 
bases. 


This afternoon, Col Thawisak Khetsali and his delega- 
tion called on Thongloun Sisoulit, deputy minister 
attached to the Council of Ministers and special secre- 
tary of the chief of the LPA General Staff. The host and 
guests discussed various topics, emphasizing, in partic- 
ular, the relations between the Armed Forces of the two 
countries and the execution of tasks by the joint Lao- 
Thai military committee in the past and at present so as 
to fulfill the assignments entrusted to them by the 
military leaders of the two countries. 


Meeting With Counterparts 
BK2705134988 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] During its official visit to Laos, the delegation of 
the Thai side of the joint Lao-Thai military committee 
held a meeting with its Lao counterpart at the Lan Xang 
Hotel in the capital of Vientiane this morning. The two 
delegations exchanged views on their performance of 
duties. The meeting took place in a good atmosphere of 
understanding and good neighborliness. The Lao delega- 
tion was led by Colonel Somboun Sisavat and the Thai 
side by Colonel Thawisak Khetsali. The two delegations 
jointly evaluated their job performance during the past 
period and laid down various measures to ensure more 
effective coordination and cooperation in carrying out 
their assignments and the strict observance of the cease- 
fire agreement so as to turn the border between the two 
countries into a border of genuine peace and friendship. 


Meeting With Sisavat Keobounphan 
BK 3005105588 Vientiane KPL in English 0904 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Vientiane, May 30 (OANA-KPL)}—General Sisa- 
vat Keobounphan, head of the General Staff of the Lao 
People’s Army, on May 27 received here the Thai 
delegation in the Joint Lao-Thai Military Committee on 
a current visit to the Lao PDR. 
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The Lao general hailed the exploits of the Joint Military 
Committee and praised the results of the last talk held 
here between the two sides in the joint military commit- 
tee. He described the success of the joint military com- 
mittee as a contribution to the strict implementation of 
the cease-fire reached by the heads of the armies of the 
two countries in February. 


Sisavat Keobounphan also expressed his hope that the 
joint military committee will strive for a more effective 
coordination in the future. So doing, it will help 
Strengihen the time-honoured neighbourly relations 
between the two countries on the one hand, and create 
favourable conditions for the 3rd round of talks between 
governmental delegations of the two countries, on the 
other. 


“The Lao PDR always wants and is ready to take part in 
the coming talks in order to successfully and the earliest 
possible solve the border dispute at the Lao Boten 
District and Thai Chat Trakan District on the basis of 
the 1907 Franco-Siamese Treaty and international laws, 
for safeguarding the just interests of both Lao and Thai 
peoples,”” emphasized the general. 


The heads of the joint military committee of Laos and 
Thailand, on this occasion, pledged to join hands in 
Carrying out their assignments in order to avoid armed 
confrontation, thus turning the border between the two 
countries into a zone of genuine peace and friendship. 


The Thai delegation at the talks was led by Colonel 
Thawisak Khetsali and the Lao delegation was headed by 
Colonel Somboun Sisavat. 


The Thai delegation left here for home today. 


Foreign Ministry on SRV Troop Withdrawal 
BK2705124288 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 27 May 88 


[Report on statement by the Lao Foreign Ministry on the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia] 


[Text] On 26 May 1988, the LPDR Foreign Ministry 
issued a statement on the seventh withdrawal of Viet- 
namese Army volunteers from Cambodia. The statement 
says that the SRV Government and the PRK Govern- 
ment have unanimously agreed to withdraw an addi- 
tional 50,000 Vietnamese Army volunteers from Cam- 
bodia this year, in continuing the withdrawal of the 
Vietnamese Army volunteers from Cambodia that has 
been implemented since 1982. The seventh withdrawal 
involves the largest number of troops ever withdrawn. 
The SRV has been adhering to the policy of respect for 
the PRK’s independence and sovereignty and decided to 
withdraw all of its troops from Cambodian by 1990. The 
Vietnamese military command in Cambodia will also be 
pulled out while the remaining troops will be put under 
the command of the PRK. 
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The withdrawal of the Vietnamese Army volunteers has 
proved that the situation in the PRK is improving in all 
aspects every day and that the Cambodian Armed Forces 
and people are strong and capable of defending their own 
country. The LPDR maintains that the large-scale with- 
drawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers will turn the 
Cambodian-Thai border into a zone of peace and solve 
the problem of the repatriation of the Cambodian refu- 
gees. The deployment of the Vietnamese Army volun- 
teers 30 km away from the Cambodia-Thai border is an 
act of goodwill on part of the SRV and PRK in a bid to 
seek a political solution to the Cambodian problem 
through negotiations among Cambodian factions on the 
basis of the PRK’s national reconciliation policy and in 
conformity with the peace proposal put forth by the three 
Indochinese countries and the general of trend of peace- 
ful coexistence and good neighborliness in this region. 


The Lao Government and people highly appraise the 
said concrete action and wholeheartedly hail and fully 
support the decision by the SRV and PRK that is aimed 
at a quick solution to the Cambodian problem in 
response to the Cambodian people’s strong aspiration 
for livelihood in peace, national reconciliation, and well 
being, thus contributing to the strengthening peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Vientiane, 27 May 1988 


PASASON Hails Vietnamese Troop Withdrawal 
BK2805 103688 Vientiane KPL in English 0921 GMT 
28 May 88 


[“PASASON Hails Decision To Withdraw Vietnamese 
Troops’”—KPL headline] 


[Text] Vientiane, May 28 (OANA- KPL)—The leading 
article of PASASON today hails the statements made on 
May 26 by the Vietnamese National Defence and For- 
eign Ministries on the next pullout of Vietnamese vol- 
unteer troops from Kampuchea to be executed this year, 
adding that such decision was made in accordance with 
the statement of the three Indochinese summit confer- 
ence held in Vientiane in February 1983 and based on 
the agreement reached between the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea con- 
cerning the annual withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
made in August 1985. 


The decision made on this occasion was significant for 
several reasons, says PASASON. For one thing, it will 
involve 50,000 troops, or half of the Vietnamese volun- 
teer troops present in Kampuchea. In addition, the paper 
says, Vietnam and Kampuchea, on this occasion, agreed 
that the Vietnamese Army Command would by called 
back to Vietnam this year, thus the remaining volunteers 
will be put under the command of the Kampuchean side. 
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The leading article further commends the proposal made 
by the Kampuchean Governnent to have the Vietnamese 
volunteer troops pulled back deeper into the Kampu- 
chean territory to the distance of thirty kilometers from 
the Thai border in order to facilitate the creation of a 
zone of peace along the Kampuchean-Thai border and 
the solution of the question of repatriation of Kampu- 
chean refugees. 


The paper, on the other hand, praises the magnificent 
achievements in reviving the Kampuchean society in all 
spheres including the question of national defence and 
security, thus making it possible for the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from the country. 


The withdrawal of Vietnamese troops is a concrete 
manifestation of the policy of Vietnam that consistently 
respects independence and sovereignty of Kampuchea, 
and Vietnam’s resolve to the complete withdrawal in 
1990. 


Another way to say is Vietnam’s effort at promoting the 
process of negotiations to solve the Kampuchean prob- 
lem by political means and turn Southeast Asia into a 
zone of peace, freedom and neutrality. [sentence as 
received] 


The paper concludes by expressing the Lao people’s full 
support to this decision on troop withdrawal and saying 
that this is the common victory borne out of the special 
solidarity and all-round cooperation among the three 
Indochinese peoples. 


Prem ‘Claim’ on SRV Troop Withdrawal Examined 
BK3005075088 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0500 GMT 29 May 88 


[Weekly conversation between Uncle “Sang” and Uncle 
‘Sat’ about Vietnamese troop withdrawal from Cambo- 
dia in 1988—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Sang] Another major 
world development last week was the announcement by 
Vietnam on a withdrawal of more of its troops from 
Cambodia, old man. 


[Sat] That was right. 
[Sang] I would like you to discuss this issue, old man. 


[Sat] Well, on 26 May the Vietnamese Foreign Affairs 
and National Defense Ministries held a joint news con- 
ference in Hanoi to announce a joint agreement between 
the Vietnamese and Cambodian Governments on the 
withdrawal of 50,000 Vietnamese volunteer troops from 
Cambodia to Vietnam this year. [passage omitted] 


[Sang] Well, this means the Vietnamese volunteer forces 
command will be withdrawn this year, too. 
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[Sat] Yes, it will be withdrawn together with 50,000 
soldiers this year. The rest of them will be put under the 
guidance and command of the PRK Government and 
will be gradually withdrawn until the year 1990, when 
they will be totally pulled out. 


[Sang] Until the year 1990? This has been repeatedly 
announced, right? Everyone knows that the withdrawal 
of Vietnamese forces from Cambodia has been continu- 
ously carried out. This is not the first time. It is the 
seventh withdrawal already, right, Comrade? 


[Sat] Yes, it is the seventh withdrawal that is taking place 
this year. 


[Sang] Well, despite this fact, the leader of a certain 
country, who wants to take credit for this development, 
has claimed that the withdrawal of the Vietnamese forces 
from Cambodia this time is the result of his efforts. 


[laughter] 
[Sat, laughing] Well, that is right. 


[Sang] In fact, the withdrawal has been carried out in 
accordance with a plan that was put into practice a long 
time ago. This withdrawal will be conducted in accor- 
dance with a timetable. And, by 1990, the Vietnamese 
forces will be totally withdrawn from Cambodia. But the 
leader of that country has claimed credit for it. It has 
been reported lately that before leaving for a visit to the 
Soviet Union, Thai Prime Minister Prem kept saying 
that he would propose that the Soviet Union tell Viet- 
nam to withdraw its troops in Cambodia. I later heard 
that after Vietnam announced this troop withdrawal, 
Prem claimed that it was the result of his efforts. 
[laughter] Well, I think this is the behavior of a person 
who merely wants to claim credit for anything in front of 
him. [passage omitted] 


Philippines 


New Attacks on U.S. Servicemen Threatened 
HK3005 141288 Hong Kong AFP in English 1405 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 30 (AFP}—Communist guerrillas 
are to launch fresh attacks against U.S. servicemen at 
two large U.S. military bases near the capital, the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines (CPP) organ warned in 
its latest issue. 


The New People’s Army (NPA) killed two U.S. service- 
men and two American civilians in simultaneous attacks 
outside the U.S. Clark Air Base north of Manila in 
October. 


The killings have not been repeated, but the CPP organ 
ANG BAYAN said that attacks on U.S. soldiers in the 
Philippines would be resumed. 
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The NPA operational command in Central Luzon, site of 
Clark and the U.S. Subic Naval Base, has ordered its 
forces to target “all U.S. servicemen, principally those 
directly involved in_ the counter-insurgency 
campaign,” ANG BAYAN said. 


NPA units in Manila last week threatened to kill U.S. 
diplomats and civilians in the capital when Washington, 
Manila’s main ally and military aid donor, gives more 
military assistance to the Philippines. 


MBA Talks Scheduled To Resume 7 June 
HK2805044788 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in 
Tagalog 0400 GMT 28 May 88 


[Text] The ongoing negotiation of the RP [Republic of 
the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agreement [MBA] 
was suspended, and is scheduled to resume on 7 June. 
This is to give way for the celebration of the RP-U:S. 
mutual defense board’s anniversary. 


Admiral Ronald Hayes, U.S. Facific Command com- 
mander in chief will arrive in Manila tomorrow. He will 
attend the meeting of the mutual defense board on 
Tuesday. This meeting takes place twice a year to review 
the RP-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty. 


Meanwhile, here is Tony Valencia for the latest develop- 
ments in the RP-U.S. MBA talks: 


[Begin recording] The RP-U.S. panels have agreed on the 
issue Covering criminal jurisdiction in the bases. News- 
papermen could only speculate because they could not 
get concrete information on the ongoing bilateral talks. 
Neither panel would release details discussed at the 
negotiating table. 


Sources say that criminal jurisdiction was the second 
topic discussed and resolved by both panels since the 
talks started on 5 April. On the first day of this week, the 
RP-U.S. panels talked about the bases’ operation and 
security as well as the social issues brought about by 
AIDS which, according to medical experts, originate 
from Clark and Subic. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus 
announced that he cancelled his trip to Europe in June so 
that he could devote his time to the ongoing negotia- 
tions. Manglapus was supposed to go with President 
Corazon Aquino on her official trip to Switzerland and 
Italy. [end recording] 


Manglapus To Ask Over $1 Billion for Rent 
HK2705021388 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in 
Tagalog 0100 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus has 
revealed that he will push for more than $1 billion in 
rental for the use of the U.S. military bases in the country 
during the last 2 years remaining in the treaty. Mean- 
while, the American negotiators have said there are no 
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funds that can be squeezed from the U.S. Congress until 
1990, when the $10 million mini-Marshall aid program 
for the Philippines will be approved by the U.S. Con- 
gress. [as heard] Tony Valencia has the details: 


[Begin recording) The panel-level discussion on the 
compensation issue has produced no results because 
both sides have been unable to agree about the amount 
demanded by the Philippines. This morning at the 
resumption of the bilateral talks, both sides will discuss 
how much in financial aid will be given to the country up 
to the time that the Military Bases Agreement [MBA] 
expires in 1991. Records show that the U.S. has given a 
total of almost $900 million in economic and military 
aid for the use of the bases since 1983-1988. 


Questioned by reporters about the amount asked for by 
the Philippines as a compensation package, Manglapus 
did not give a figure except to say that if the Americans 
cannot afford to pay what the Republic of the Philip- 
pines panel is asking for, they can leave the Philippines. 
[end recording] 


Meanwhile the Senate Foreign Relations Committee has 
asked President Corazon Aquino to give notice to the 
U.S. that the Military Bases Agreement will no longer be 
valid after 17 September 1991. Likewise, Senator 
Orlando Mercado, the author of the resolution on this 
issue, says this does not mean that the government will 
compromise its position on the issue of the bases. 
Mercado said this is necessary, under the terms of the 
agreement, in order to preempt the automatic granting of 
an extension. 


Meanwhile, the Philippine panel’s medical consultant 
involved in the MBA review practically admitted that 
American servicemen are the ones who have brought 
AIDS to the Philippines. 


Fund for ‘Alternative Uses’ of U.S. Bases 
BK2705114588 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1000 GMT 27 May 88 


[Excerpt] The Philippines will raise 7.5 billion pesos up 
to 1991 for the development of the alternative uses of 
U.S. military facilities in the Philippines should the time 
come for the Americans to pull out. Officials from both 
the legislative and executive branches of government 
have agreed to an annual inclusion of 2.5 billion peso 
into the General Appropriation Act to accumulate 7.5 
billion pesos by 1991. 


A resolution to this effect, filed by Congressman (Yose 
Venetia) and 130 other congressmen, will be taken up on 
the House Floor on Monday [30 May]. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Meanwhile, two congressmen have expressed their will- 
ingness to let the United States retain their bases pro- 
vided they agree to pay the rent. Congressman (Boni- 
facio Giliego) and (Margarito Sebeth) said the 
compensation package should be tackled first and 
resolved to the mutual satisfaction of both countries. 
[passage omitted] 


U.S. Commander Concerned Over Weapons Bill 
BK3105114388 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1000 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The U.S. military commander in the Pacific has 
expressed concern over a bill that banned nuclear weap- 
ons in the Philippines. Admiral Hayes, according to 
Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus, expressed his con- 
cern in a meeting with Manglapus. Last week, the Senate 
approved the bill that barred the storage of nuclear 
weapons in the country. The bill also prohibits the entry 
of nuclear-powered aircraft and vessels unless prior 
inspection is made by Filipino authorities. 


House To Discuss Proposals on Weapons Ban 
HK3005030088 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 29 May 88 


[Text] The issue of nuclear weapons in the country has 
finally surfaced at the other chamber of Congress. The 
House of Representatives was asked yesterday to form a 
special committee that would determine whether or not 
eight U.S. Navy vessels which recently docked at the 
Subic Naval Base carried nuclear weapons. This week 
the House Committee on National Defense is to begin 
deliberating on two proposals seeking a ban on the entry 
of nuclear weapons and the dumping of nuclear wastes in 
the country. It will be any committee’s first hearing on 
the issue of nuclear freedom since the House convened 
last year. 


Ramos Returns With Pledges of U.S. Aid 
OW2805051988 Tokyo KYODO in English 0446 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 28 KYODO—Philippine Defense 
Secretary Fidel Ramos returned home Saturday from a 
visit to the United States, bringing with him more 
pledges of military assistance and speedy shipment of 
undelivered military hardware under the U.S. foreign 
military sales (FMS) program. 


Ramos said he received pledges from his American 
counterpart, Frank Carlucci, that the 29.4 million dollars 
allocated to Manila under the FMS program may be 
converted to grants to support the Philippine Armed 
Forces self-reliance defense posture program. 


He said the grants would encourage investments in 
industrial defense cooperation in areas such as tactical 
radio communications as well as the manufacture, pro- 
duction and repair of combat clothing and individual 
equipment. 
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The 29.4 million dollars accrued as a result of the U.S. 
inability to deliver on Manila’s order of military equip- 
ment under the FMS program because the items were 
either not available or obsolete, he said. 


‘Our intention is to program this available fund when it 
is converted to grants for the continued upgrading of the 
tactical needs of frontline soldiers and units,” he told 
reporters in an arrival news conference. 


Ramos said the U.S. would complete the delivery of 
engineering equipment worth 15 million dollars to the 
Philippines by September 1988. 


He said Congressman Sonny Montgomery, chairman of 
the U.S. House Committee on Veterans Affairs, also 
vowed to increase existing appropriations to the Philip- 
pine Veterans Memorial Center from 500,000 dollars to 
1 million dollars annually. 


During his 15-day visit to the U.S., Ramos talked to 
defense and congressional leaders and representatives of 
the Filipino-American community. 


He also said there was “no conscious pressure’’ exerted 
on him to influence the proceedings of the ongoing 
military bases talks between Washington and Manila. 


‘What was made clear is that the security relationship 
between the Philippines and the U.S. is not only in 
regard to the military bases agreement,” he said. 


The Philippines hosts two of the largest U.S. overseas 
military installations. The accord governing their use 
expires in 1991. 


Briefs Newsmen 28 May 
BK2805092288 Manila PNA in English 0753 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 28 (OANA/PNA)}—The United 
States has assured the Philippines of a speedy delivery of 
military hardware to crush communist insurgency in the 
country, Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos said Saturday. 


In a news conference shortly after returning from a 
two-week trip to the United States, Ramos said the 
assurance was relayed to him by senior American offi- 
cials he held talks with in Washington. 


He said U.S Defense Secretary Frank C. Carlucci com- 
mitted to hasten the delivery of 15 million U.S dollars 
worth of engineering equipment by September this year. 


The U.S. Government also considered approving the 
Philippine request to convert 29.4 million U.S dollars in 
foreign military sales (FMS) credits into outright grant, 
he told newsmen. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Ramos also cited U.S support for the Philippine mili- 
tary’s Self-Reliance Defense Program (SRDP) in the 
manufacture of tactical radios and combat boots and 
uniforms. 


The United States also agreed to hike its subsidy to the 
Veterans Memorial Medical Center in Manila from 
500,000 U.S dollars to one million U.S dollars a year. 


The pledge, he pointed out, was made by U.S. Congress- 
man Sammy Montgomery during their meeting in Wash- 
ington. 


Ramos said U.S. Pentagon officials are now working out 
details for the delivery of 20 helicopter gunships to the 
Philippine Air Force, including the highly maneuverable 
500M-D tactical helicopters, ‘‘as soon as possible.” 


On the American-initiated “Marshall Plan” type of aid 
to the Philippines, Ramos said it “should not be tied 
with the (U.S.) bases issue,” now the subject of bilateral 
review by both countries in Manila. 


“This is good for the Philippines, but it must be given 
precisely and sincerely as an economic recovery package 
and should not be tied with the bases issue,”’ Ramos said. 


The plan, proposed by four American solons [as 
received], seeks to bail out the Philippines from its 
economic woes through multilateral assistance from 
Japan, West Germany, Singapore, and Taiwan. 


Column Urges ‘Justice’ for WWII Veterans 
HK2705095388 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 27 May 88 p 5 


[‘“‘Make My Day!” column by Hilarion M. Henares Jr.: 
“Americans Owe Our Vets $138.86 Billion”) 


[Text] With the review of the bases pact underway, now 
is the time to even up the score with the arrogant and 
high-handed Americans who treated us with contempt in 
1946, right after World War II. 


First, they promised and are obligated to pay our veter- 
ans in full for services rendered to the USAFFE [United 
States Army Forces Far East]. It is ironic that the poor 
veterans, many of them so blindly pro-American all 
these years, now have to depend on nationalists to 
demand justice for them before they die. 


The truth is that the Chinese, Polish, French, Dutch, 
Russians and even Japanese Nisei who fought under the 
American flag were given the same compensation as the 
ordinary American GI. The U.S. Congress saw it fit, 
however, to pay only one lousy peso to the Filipino vet 
for every one dollar paid to the foreign mercenaries. No 
explanation was given, only the searing contempt that 
white trash show to “inferior” races. 


FBIS-EAS-88-104 
31 May 1988 


What we should do now is to demand full restitution of 
our just pay for having been the only colony to fight 
loyally for our colonial masters, our battle of Manila 
suffering the most casualties in any city during the war, 
worse than Warsaw. 


Rep. Dionisio S, Ojeda representing the veterans and the 
elderly, basing his figures on the summary report of the 
Philippine Panel of the Joint RP [Republic of the Phil- 
ippines]-U.S. Veterans Commission of 1966, calculates 
that we are owed at present inflationary value, 
$3,068,223,500 additional compensation payable in 
1946. Forty years later, at the present interest rate of 10 
percent compounded every year, this amounts to 
$1 38.86 billion these buggers owe us—enough to pay our 
external debts many times over. 


Second, while we were being decimated and plundered 
by the Kempeitai and the Japanese Imperial Forces, 
President Roosevelt promised to compensate us for 
every loss, for “every nipa hut and every carabao” we 
lost. 


After the war, the Americans gave our people only up to 
a maximum of $1,000 war damage »ayments for each 
individual. Payments over $1,000 were contingent on 
the amendment of our Constitution granting parity 
rights to the American. Yet all in all, only five cents on 
the dollar was ever paid, accompanied by plaques still 
seen on the PGH [expansion unknown] and old Congress 
buildings, saying: “This was built with the generosity and 
benevolence of the American people.” What a laugh! 


Third, again with a flourish, the Americans gave us War 
Surplus Goods, the war materiel they used and could not 
afford to ship home on their overloaded ships. These 
jeeps, trucks, generators, guns were bought at wartime 
inflationary prices by the U.S. government from U.S. 
firms, paying an acquisition price about three times its 
worth during peacetime. The Americans were so scan- 
dalized that the U.S. Congress passed a law exacting a 
confiscatory War Profits Tax on all suppliers of war 
Materiel. 


When the Americans donated War Surplus to us, they 
priced it at inflated Original Cost, in spite of the fact the 
materiel was used under wartime conditions for four 
years and should have been depreciated to practically 
junk prices. Americans called us beggars and took more 
credit than they are entitled to. 


Besides, American Gls in charge of the depots made the 
most money out of the war surplus rackets—I could 
name some but I won't. 


Americans have been devious, niggardly, arrogant, high- 
handed and contemptuous in their relations with us after 
the war. They owe us plenty. Let’s collect now while we 
can during the bases negotiations, in cash, and no more 
yearly dole-outs based on “‘best efforts."” We may never 
get another chance. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


And no more should we be suckered by the Makati 
Business Club led by a highly-paid lawyer of American 
multinationals, into placing the interest of the United 
States and the IMF above that of our own country. 


Whenever a nation tries to declare its independence 
from another, there are always those who cast their lot 
with the colonial master. In the United States of 1776, 
they were the Tories who took the side of Great Britain 
against the American colonies. In Mexico, they are called 
Malinche after the Indian mistress of Conquistador 
Hernando Cortez, who helped the Spaniards commit 
genocide on her own people. 


In the Philippines, they are called dugoug aso [Dog’s 
Blood] after the Filipino traitors who took the side of 
American and Spaniards during our Revolution. 


Today, how many Macabebes operate in the business 
community or in our Armed Forces? 


Developments in Spratly Islands Dispute 


Scientific Mission Sent 
HK3005 115888 Hong Kong AFP in English 1137 GMT 
30 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 30 (AFP)—The Philippine Govern- 
ment said Monday it sent a scientific mission to the 
disputed Spratly Islands this month to survey the eco- 
nomic resources of the disputed South China Sea islands. 


The research ship Explorer returned here Monday after 
Filipino scientists gathered marine, geological, fishery 
and meteorological data around the islands, the official 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY (PNA) quoted scientist 
Edgardo Gonzales as saying. 


Mr Gonzales, chief scientist of the government's Bureau 
of Mines and Geosciences, said there was a potential 
undersea oil field in the area, although “‘it is too early to 
confirm at this stage,” PNA said. 


The group of some 500 small islands and reefs some 450 
kilometers (280 miles southeast of Vietnam and 1,500 
kilometers (940 miles) south of the Chinese mainland are 
also claimed in whole or part by Beijing, Hanoi, Malay- 
sia, and Taiwan. 


The Chinese and Vietnamese Navies clashed in the area 
in March, and the Malaysian Navy arrested 49 Filipinos 
fishing off one of the islands in April. 


Mario Manansala of the Bureau of Mines and Geosci- 
ences said Manila claims 60 islands, islets, shoals, and 
rocks in the island group and occupies at least six of the 
islands, PNA reported. 
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Another member of the scientific mission, Catalino 
Arafiles of the National Committee on Marine Sciences, 
said the data gathered would be used to assess and 
inventory the economic resources of the island group, 
which Manila calls the Kalayaan Islands, PNA said. 


A senior Philippine senator Monday urged Kuala Lum- 
pur to “keep the faith and friendship” of Manila by 
freeing the 49 Filipino fishermen detained by Malaysia. 


“Philippine vessels have been plying the waters in that 
area for more than 30 years. There has never been a 
protest from Malaysia, never a hostile act, never a 
seizure until April 5, Senate President Pro-Tempore 
Teofisto Guingona said. 


The fishermen, who are to go on trial in Malaysia next 
week, were “engaged in legal acts by citizens of a 
sovereign state in sovereign waters,” he said in a privi- 
lege speech. 


Although conceding that the arrests took place in an area 
where the two countries’ territorial claims overlap, Mr 
Guingona said Manila’s territorial limits “have been 
clearly indicated in official charts published and circu- 
larized to the public.” 


Kuala Lumpur has never done the same, he said. 


“We strongly urge the Malaysian Government to do 
justice to us. Settle this case amicably, release the officers 
and men, release the vessels, repair the losses, remove 
the charges, keep the faith and friendship of the Filipi- 
nos,” Mr Guingona said. 


Military Presence Confirmed 
HK3105082588 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] The Armed Forces of the Philippines has report- 
edly sent marine troops, tankers, and artillery weapons 
to Kalayaan Islands near Palawan in response to reports 
of intensified fighting between Chinese and Vietnamese 
troops in the area. Kalayaan Islands forms part of the 
disputed Spratly Islands. 


The sending of troops to Kalayaan was confirmed by 
scientists who just returned from an oil exploration 
mission in the area. 


Military Reported ‘Concerned’ 
HK3105085888 Hong Kong AFP in English 0847 GMT 
31 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 31 (AFP)}—Philippine military offi- 
cials said Tuesday they were concerned about tensions in 
the disputed Spratly Islands, but refused to confirm or 
deny reports that they were sending additional troops to 
the area. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The Spratlys, a strategically-located chain of some 500 
small islands and reefs in the South China Sea, are 
claimed in whole or in part by the Philippines, China, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, and Taiwan. 


They reputedly lie over a rich deposit of undersea oil. 


China and Vietnam in March had their first naval clash 
in the islands, which are some 450 kilomters (280 miles) 
southeast of Vietnam and 1,500 kilometers (940 miles) 
south of the Chinese mainland. 


Malaysian naval forces last month arrested 49 Filipino 
fishermen while they were fishing in the area and a 
Philippines geological expedition returned from the 
Spratlys Monday. 


“Certainly, we are concerned,” Armed Forces chief 
General Renato de Villa told reporters here when asked 
about tensions in the area. But asked if he was sending 
more troops, he replied: “You don’t think I'll tell you 
that.” 


Navy chief Commodore Carlito Cunanan said the mili- 
tary’s Western command based in Palawan, the Philip- 
pine province closest to the Spratlys, can on its own send 
additional men to reinforce the Marines now stationed 
there. 


A Philippine scientific expedition to the Spratlys 
returned here Monday after gathering marine, geologi- 
cal, fishery, and meteorological data around the at least 
six islands occupied by Philippines troops. 


The PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY reported that a 
scientist on the team said there was a potential oil field 
but it was too early to confirm its existence. 


On the fishermen arrested by Malaysian Navy, Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said Tuesday that diplomatic 
negotiations have been going on with Kuala Lumpur to 
resolve the issue. 


Jorge Coquia, a legal officer of the foreign office han- 
dling the issue, said Manila had obtained a postpone- 
ment of the fishermen’s trial from June to July, calling it 
“one way of getting a cooling-off period.” 


“If there was a trial now, things would get hot,” he said. 
“If they agree that the disputed area is within the 
exclusive economic zone of the Philippines, it’s possible 
the case will be dropped.” 


A senior senator, Teofisto Guingona, lashed out at 
Malaysia Monday for holding the fishermen and their 
boats, saying they were arrested in an area closer to the 
Philippines than Malaysia. He demanded their immedi- 
ate release. 
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Malaysia and the Philippines both subscribe to the 
200-mile (321 kilometer) exclusive economic zone doc- 
trine in charting their territorial waters. 


U.S. and Filipino military officials met here Tuesday for 
a routine meeting of the two allies’ mutual defense 
board. 


Filipino officials said Washington was not bound by a 
mutual defense treaty to automatically come to Manila’s 
aid in case of an attack by a third country. 


“The mutual assistance pact requires certain procedures 
to be followed,” Gen de Villa said. 


Mr Manglapus said “constitutional processes” of both 
allies must be followed in invoking the pact in case of an 
attack on either country. 


Government sources said this would mean that the U.S. 
Congress must approve any U.S. entry into a conflict 
involving the Philippines—a provision which Filipino 
officials have long criticized as rendering the pact use- 
less. 


The U.S. Pacific Command chief, Admiral Ronald Hays, 
said here Monday that the situation over the Spratlys 
was “very serious” but Washington had no plans to 
directly intervene in the five-nation dispute, PNA 
reported. 


“The ongoing differences there have to be worked out 
and, one would hope, in a way that does not entail more 
bloodshed or fighting,” PNA quoted him as saying after 
meeting with Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos. 


No Order Issued for ‘More Troops’ 
HK3105114288 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] No order has been issued to deploy more troops to 
the Spratly Islands. The military, however, has clearly 
stated that it is prepared to defend any part of the 
country, including the Kalayaan Islands, which are part 
of the Spratlys. Jessica Sojo has the details: 


[Begin recording] [Sojo] General de Villa has said the 
Armed Forces is concerned about the reported buildup 
of Vietnamese and Chinese Navy ships in the Spratly 
Islands. He said the military is prepared for any eventu- 
ality as the tension over the territorial dispute increases 
between the Philippines, Malaysia, and China. He 
believes that it would be better if the countries claiming 
this group of islands settled the issue through diplomatic 
means. 


[De Villa in English] | do not believe that the end of 
[words indistinct]. There are other better means of 
solving the issue, namely, negotiations. 
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{Reporter in English] Are we serious in defending our 
territorial area? 


[De Villa in English] What do you mean by that? You 
mean to tell me that our territory is not as serious as 
[word indistinct]? 


[Sojo] Marine troopers are presently deployed in the 
Spratlys, which are under the command of the Philip- 
pine Navy. Navy chief Commodore Carlito Cunanan has 
confirmed that the past few days foreign navy ships were 
sighted near the shores of the Spratly Islands. He said, 
however, that it is not yet necessary to deploy more 
troops to the area. 


According to the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines], 
the country does not expect military assistance from the 
U.S. Armed Forces if the Philippines should defend its 
rights over the Spratlys. 


During the ceremony marking the 30th anniversary of 
the Mutual Defense Board, the Philippines and the 
United States renewed their military alliance. The event 
was attended by Secretaries Raul Manglapus and Fidel 
Ramos as well as by top military officials headed by 
General de Villa. Ambassador Nicholas Platt and Admi- 
ral Ronald Hays, U.S. Pacific Command commander-in- 
chief, also were present. Secretary Manglapus and 
Ambassador Platt said both countries should cooperate 
in the security issue. [end recording] 


SRV Embassy on Settlement 
HK3105062788 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0600 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] Vietnam has called on all countries with territorial 
claims over the Spratly Islands in the China Sea to 
discuss their problems and refrain from the use of force. 
The appeal was made by (Dong Hok Song), Vietnamese 
embassy spokesman in Manila, during a brief interview 
with local newsmen. 


According to (Dong), international practice today calls 
for the settlement of disputes through dialogues and that 
it is not Hanoi’s policy to resort to force or to the threat 
of use of force to resolve differences. 


(Dong Hok Song’s) statement came after reports indi- 
cated that tension was mounting in the Spratly Islands 
which are being claimed by China, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and the Philippines. 


China and Vietnam have reportedly beefed up naval 
patrols in the area where the two countries clashed in 
early March. Meanwhile, Malaysia recently arrested Fil- 
ipino fishing boats in the area. 
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New Soviet Trade Initiatives Reported 
HK2705082588 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
27 May 88 p 24 


[By Patricia L. Adversario] 


[Text] Soviet ambassador Oleg Sokolov yesterday said 
the Soviet Union is ready to buy fresh fish and maritime 
products from the Philippines as part of new Soviet 
initiatives to revive trade between the Philippines and 
the Soviet Union. 


Sokolov, in an interview with BUSINESS STAR follow- 
ing his call on foreign assistant secretary for interna- 
tional economic affairs Edgardo Kalaw, said that “we 
(the Soviet Union) are prepared to buy products from 
the Philippines.” It was disclosed that a group of Filipino 
businessmen which visited Khavarovsk in the Eastern 
part of the Soviet Union three weeks ago was able to 
conclude a $500,000 contract for the sale of Philippine- 
made apparel and footwear. 


Philippine exports of wearing apparel to the Soviet 
Union face bright prospects based on 1986 trade figures. 
For that year, eight wearing app: rel subcategories 
app-~ared on the export record for the first time. 


Sokolov said the “successful trip” serves as ‘“‘an example 
for the others to follow and introduce Filipino products 
to the Soviet Union.” 


Solov added that a group of Soviet technical experts and 
some businessmen from various trade and commercial 
organizations in the USSR will visit the country either in 
June or July to further explone what goods could be sold 
or bought here. 


The Soviets also repeated offers to upgrade the facilities 
of the NONOC nickel refinery. They also brought up 
again their offer to supply the 300-megawatt Isabel 
coal-fired thermal plant and transmission lines. 


Said Sokolov: “Our aim is to move them off the dead 
center.” 


Previous offers to increase trade activities with the 
Soviets have met some resistance. 


Government figures show Philippine exports to the 
USSR have been declining by an average of 33.1 percent 
annually. The pattern of exports also suggested a foreign 
market where the Philippines has lost “substantial 
ground.” 


Government officials on various occasions have said 
that economic projects with the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries currently remain suspended or are 
“under study” because of government fears that deepen- 
ing economic ties with the Soviet Union might 
“endanger national security.” 
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Economic Planning Secretary Solita Monsod said some 
agreements are not implemented “due to military 
authorities’ objections”’. 


Sokolov said “in so far as the various risks which are 
ostensibly posed by trading with the USSR, I don’t think 
that this is at all true and that certainly is not our intent.” 


He added that “we just want to develop normal com- 
mercial, economic and technological relations between 
the two countries.” 


Sokolov said economic ties between the Asian part of the 
Soviet Union and the Philippines should be pursued 
because of the areas geographical proximity. 


Sokolov said the Soviet Union has agreements on eco- 
nomic cooperation and trade with an estimated 100 
countries worldwide and has joint economic commercial 
commissions or committees with at least more than 30 
countries in the world. 


“We don’t see any reason why we cannot enter the same 
normal relationship with th~ Philippines,” he added. 


Activities of UK’s Foreign Secretary Howe 


Meets With President Aquino 
HK2805091388 Hong Kong AFP in English 0708 GMT 
28 May 88 


([Text] Manila, May 28 (AFP)—Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe passed on an invitation to President 
Corazon Aquino to visit Britain during a meeting here 
Saturday and pledged that London would contribute to a 
proposed “mini-Marshall plan” for the Philippines. 


Sir Geoffrey said he had conveyed British Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher's “invitation to the president to 
come and visit us in Britain... before too long.” 


But he brushed aside questions from reporters that his 
trip here was intended to pave the way for a visit to the 
Philippines by Mrs Thatcher. 


Presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said Mrs 
Aquino “said she really did want to go to Britain and 
meet Margaret Thatcher but she had no date.” 


Mr Benigno also said that Mrs. Aquino had told Sir 
Geoffrey during the meeting that she “‘would appreciate 
all the help” London could extend to the so-called 
mini-Marshall plan. 


Sir Geoffrey promised that Britain would “help out,” Mr 
Benigno said. 
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The mini-Marshall plan, proposed by several U.S. sena- 
tors, is intended to create a multi-sectoral fund to 
rehabilitate the Philippine economy in a manner similar 
to the program which put post-World War II Europe 
back on its feet. 


After the meeting with Mrs Aquino, Sir Geoffrey deliv- 
ered a speech at a luncheon attended by Foreign Secre- 
tary Raul Manglapus. 


In the speech, he expressed support for maintaining U.S. 
military bases in the Philippines, saying that “in the 
Pacific, as in Europe, support of the U.S. presence will 
remain vital for security in the forseeable future.” 


“The continuing presence of the Soviet navy and their 
base in Cam Ranh Bay (Vietnam), remain as potent 
reminders of Soviet strength and influence in the 
region,” Sir Geoffrey said. 


The Philippines hosts two large U.S. military facilities, 
Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval Base. 


Philippine and U.S. officials are currently reviewing the 
agreement governing the lease of the bases which expires 
in 1991. 


Discusses Security Issues 
BK2905061488 Vanila PNA in English 0415 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 29 (OANA/PNA)—British Foreign 
Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe said Saturday that Soviet 
presence in Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam reminds us of a 
potential threat in Southeast Asia. 


In a statement, the British minister said the massive 
Soviet naval base at Cam Ranh and the existence of an 
800-ship Soviet Pacific fleet must surely be carefully 
pondered when countries of the region are considering 
their security arrangement. 


He also expressed the view that U.S. military presence in 
Southeast Asia is vital to the region in the foreseeable 
future. The United States maintains a host of military 
facilities in the Philippine bases. These include two big 
air force and naval bases in the central Luzon region 
north of Manila. 


Commenting on the ongoing U.S.-Philippine military 
bases agreement review, Howe expressed confidence that 
the talks would end up successfully. 


Howe and Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul 
Manglapus earlier discussed East-West relations as well 
as the security situation in Southeast Asia. 
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We warmly welcome next week’s U.S.-Soviet summit in 
Moscow, he said, adding that western firmness and Mr. 
(Mikhail) Gorbachev's realism have together made pos- 
sible what should be a significant step forward in the 
slow, steady business of building trust between East and 
West. 


He also touched on withdrawals of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan and Soviet-backed Vietnamese troops from 
Kampuchea. 


The withdrawal from Afghanistan is one area where 
Gorbachev's new thinking is having an impact, he said. 


With regards to the withdrawal from Kampuchea, Howe 
said: But so long as any Vietnamese troops continue to 
occupy Kampuchea, the door to peace in the region will 
stay closed. 


The key to that door could be found as much as in 
Moscow as in Hanoi, he added. 


Howe departs Sunday after a three-day visit to the 
Philippines. 


U.S. Presence Called ‘Vital’ 
HK3005024488 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 29 May 88 


[Text] British Foreign Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe views 
the U.S. military presence in Southeast Asia as vital to 
the region in the foreseeable future. Howe conveyed the 
British government’s firm support for President 
Aquino’s [words indistinct] magnificent achievement in 
restoring the Philippines to democracy. In his discussion 
with Mrs. Aquino and the other Cabinet officials, Howe 
reiterated the British Government's offer of $53-million 
in aid for goods to be purchased from the British 
companies. 


Foreign Secretary Ends Visit 
BK2905 123488 Hong Kong AFP in English 1210 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 29 (AFP)}—British Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe left for Hong Kong Sunday after a 
three-day visit to the Philippines. 


During his stay here, Sir Geoffrey invited President 
Corazon Aquino to visit Britain, and pledged that Lon- 
don would make a “constructive contribution” to a 
planned 10 billion dollar multilateral aid package to 
revive Manila’s economy. 


He also discussed ways of encouraging British invest- 
ment in the Philippines and prospects of developing 
bilateral trade in meetings with three members of the 
Aquino cabinet. 
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The British foreign secretary affirmed his country’s 
support for the continued presence of U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines to guarantee regional security. 


Pakistan’s Junejo Continues Meetings, Talks 


Aquino Hosts Dinner 
BK2805090888 Manila PNA in English 0708 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 28 (OANA/PNA)—President Cora- 
zon Aquino Friday [27 May) night hailed Pakistan and 
other Islamic countries for treating the festering Muslim 
separatist movement in southern Philippines as an inter- 
nal issue. 


“Our government appreciates the position of Pakistan 
and the Organization of Islamic Conference in treating 
the question of Muslims in southern Philippines as a 
domestic problem of the Philippines,” she said. 


The occasion was a dinner Mrs Aquino gave at the 
presidential palace for visiting Pakistan Prime Minister 
Mohammad Khan Junejo, who arrived here Friday 
afternoon for a three-day visit. 


Aquino was referring to a recent decision of the 46- 
member Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
denying the membership bid of the outlawed Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF). 


The MNLF, headed by Pakistan-based Nur Misuari, has 
been fighting for Muslim self-rule in southern Philip- 
pines. 


In her remarks, Aquino urged Junejo to “use the mod- 
erating influence of your government at the Orgznization 
of Islamic Conference meetings to project our country’s 
unremitting aspiration for national unity.” She assured 
the visiting dignitary of her government's policy giving 
equal treatment to all ethnic, linguistic, and religious 
groups in the Philippines. 


Junejo said Pakistan and the Philippines share similar 
perceptions on a host of regional and international 
issues, stressing the need “to further strengthen our 
friendly ties.” 


“We in Pakistan have watched with keen interest and 
admiration your contributions to the restoration and 
protection of democracy, which, we find, has given a new 
sense of purpose and optimism to the people of the 
Philipines.” 


Aquino and Junejo met Saturday morning to discuss 
ways and means of expanding bilateral relations between 
their countries. 


Later in the day, the Pakistani leader would meet with 
the Pakistan community in Manila and tender a return 
dinner for Aquino at the historic Manila Hotel. 
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In his statements, Junejo thanked Aquino for supporting 
Pakistan's position on the Afghanistan issue. 


He said the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan would 
lead to the voluntary return to that country “with dignity 
and safety” of thousands of Afghan refugees now tem- 
porarily staying in Pakistan. 


He also stressed the need to establish a government in 
Kabul “‘which is acceptable to the people of Afghani- 
stan.” 


Junejo Leaves After Visit 
HK2905062888 Hong Kong AFP in English 0608 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 29 (AFP)}—Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Khan Junejo returned to Pakistan Sunday after a 
three-day visit to the Philippines. 


President Corazon Aquino saw off the visiting leader at 
Manila airport but usual ceremonies accorded heads of 
government were dispensed with due to a sudden down- 
pour which delayed the departure by 10 minutes, wit- 
nesses said. 


The visit focussed on bilateral trade, and Mr. Junejo and 
Mrs. Aquino discussed ways to narrow Manila’s 12.1 
million-dollar trade deficit with Islamabad in 1987. 


Aquino Comments on Junejo’s Official Visit 
BK2905091588 Manila PNA in English 0817 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Manila, May 29—President Corazon C. Aquino 
Sunday expressed optimism that the Philippine-Pakistan 
relations would further improve after the three-day offi- 
cial visit here of Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo. 


“I hope that this will be the start of better relations 
between Pakistan and the Philippines,” the President 
said after she saw off Junejo who flew home at 12.25 
p.m. (local time) Sunday. 


She disclosed that Junejo had suggested to Philippine 
Senate President Jovito Salonga that there should be 
additional exchanges of delegations of lawmakers 
between the two countries. 


The president also said that talks with the visiting 
Muslim leader “were better than I expected them to be.” 


Departure ceremonies, spoilt by occasional rainshowers, 
were held at a covered ramp inside the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA) building in suburban 
Pasay City. 
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Philippine officialdom led by Salonga and Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Pedro Yap as well as military offi- 
cials headed by Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Renato de Villa also bade farewell to Junejo. 


The Pakistani leader, along with his official party of 20 
and his two daughters, boarded a chartered Pakistani 
International Airlines Boeing 707. 


Aquino Friday night hailed Pakistan and other Islamic 
countries for treating the festering Muslim separatist 
movement in southern Philippines as an internal issue. 


‘Our government appreciates the position of Pakistan 
and the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) in 
treating the question of Muslims in the sc uathern Philip- 
pines as a domestic problem of the Phili, pines,” she 
said. 


Aquino referred to a recent decision of the 46-member 
OIC denying the membership bid of the Mindanao- 
based Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) to the 
world Islamic body. The MNLF, headed by Nur Misuari, 
who maintains an office in Pakistan, has been fighting 
for Muslim self-rule in the Mindanao regions. 


For his part, Junejo said during a dinner tendered for 
him by Aquino at the presidential palace in Malacanang, 
that both countries share similar perceptions on a host of 
regional and international issues and stressed the nced 
“to further strengthen our friendly ties.” 


“We in Pakistan have watched with keen interest and 
admiration your contributions to the restoration and 
protection of democracy, which, we find, has given a new 
sense of purpose and optimism to the people of the 
Philippines.” 


Aquino and Junejo met Saturday morning to discuss 
ways and means of expanding bilateral relations between 
their countries. Later in the day, the Pakistani leader met 
with the Pakistani community in Manila and tendered a 
r-turn dinner for Aquino at the historic Manila Hotel. 


In his statements, Junejo thanked Aquino for supporting 
Pakistanis position on the Afghanistan issue. 


He said the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan would 
lead to the voluntary return to that country “with dignity 
and safety” of thousands of refugees in Pakistan. 


Agreements With Pakistan 
HK3005095588 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 30 May 88 


[Excerpt] Finance Secretary Vicente Jayme has clarified 
that all the agreements the Philippines signed with 
Pakistan during Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo’s visit will take effect. He made the announce- 
ment following reports that Junejo had been relieved 
from office when the Pakistani parliament was dissolved 
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by President Mohammad Ziaul Haq. Several govern- 
ment officials had expressed fears regarding the possible 
effects of this development on Philippine-Pakistani rela- 
tions. 


Meanwhile, here is a report by Gabby Salcedo directly 
from Malacanang: 


[Begin recording] President Corazon Aquino has given 
assurances that she will take the necessary measures so 
that there will be deregulation for foreigners planning to 
invest in the country. Aquino made this statement when 
(Tomio Datsuno), the president of the Japanese-own<? 
Marubeni Corporation, met with her. (Datsuno) suid 
that one of the complaints of foreign investors is that 
there is too much red tape before one can do business in 
the country. Press Secretay Teodoro Benigno reveals 
details of their meeting. [Benigno recording indistinct] 


President Aquino has also said she is waiting for the 
latest developments on Prime Minister Junejo’s removal 
from office. Junejo had just ended his state visit to the 
Philippines when military President Commander 
Mohammad Ziaul Haq announced his prime minister's 
dismissal and the dissolution of the Pakistani National 
Assembly. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Thailand 


Prem Returns From USSR, Finland, Hungary 
BK2905070888 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 29 May 88 


[Text] Prime Minister General Prem Tinsuianon arrived 
at the Air Force Headquarters Airport at 0845 this 
morning after his visit to the USSR, Finland, and 
Hungary. He. was welcomed by cabinet ministers, diplo- 
matic corps members, commanders of the Armed 
Forces, government officials, and a large number of 


people. 


On the occasion, the prime minister said the visits to the 
three countries had an important objective besides 
strengthening the good bilateral relations, that is, to 
solve the Cambodian problem. He had held talks on this 
issue in a straighforward manner with the chairman of 
the USSR Council of Ministers and the CPSU Central 
Committee general secretary, and both agreed that the 
problem should be resolved through political means. 
Finally, there has been improvement in the Cambodian 
situation—Vietnam announced plans to withdraw 
50,000 troops from Cambodia. 


The prime minister said that although the problem has 
not yet been completely settled, with cooperation from 
all sides concerned, including the United States, the 
problem has improved and will be settled in the near 
future. The government has tried to do the most impor- 
tant thing and has achieved success at a satisfactory 
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level. It is expected that the Cambodian issue will be 
raised during the summit meeting between the Soviet 
leader and the U.S. President today. 


Discussed Cambodia With Soviets 
BK290505 1088 Bangkok Thai Color Television 
Channel 9 in Thai 0225 GMT 29 May 88 


[News conference by Prime Minister General Prem 
Tinsulanon at Air Force Headquarters Airport upon his 
return from the USSR, Finland, and Hungary; live— 
monitored in progress] 


[Text] We visited the USSR because we saw that 
although the USSR is not directly involved in this 
problem [Cambodia], the USSR has an important role to 
»lay in cooperating with other countries concerned in 
sclving this problem. Before reviewing the discussions 
on the Cambodian problem, I would like to say that we 
received a good response on this problem. 


Talks began when I, the foreign minister, and my dele- 
gation held a meeting with Chairman of the USSR 
Council of Ministers Ryzhkov on the morning of 17 
May. I tried to explain the Cambodian problem to him, 
and we both agreed that the Cambodian problem cannot 
be solved through military means; it must be solved by 
political means. We held consultations for a consider- 
ably long time, especially on the Cambodian problem 
and other issues. In principle, we agreed wit’ the three 
points that all of you have probably already h. ird, but I 
would like to note them again. First, we want the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia. Sec- 
ond, we want self-determination for Cambodia. Third, 
Cambodia should be a neutral country that poses no 
threat to its neighboring countries. I and the chairman of 
the USSR Council of Ministers agreed on these three 
points and agreed that this problem must be settled 
through political means. This is part of what we dis- 
cussed with the chairman of the USSR Council of 
Ministers. 


At 1430 on 18 May, we had a chance to meet with 
General Secretary Gorbachev—the USSR leader as well 
as a world leader. I think that the time was very impor- 
tant. The Thai representatives taking part in the meeting 
with General Secretary Gorbachev were myself, the 
foreign minister, the permanent secretary for foreign 
affairs, and Thai Ambassador to Moscow Prachit. The 
meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev lasted for 
about an hour; the atmosphere was friendly and straight- 
forward. We agreed that the Cambodian problem should 
be settled through political means. | informed him that | 
had discussed this problem with Chairman Ryzhkov on 
17 May. 


I told him that I wanted to tell him something that I had 
not raised the day before [during talks with Ryzhkov], 
mostly concerning Thailand. | briefly told him the fol- 
lowing: Our country has been affected by the Cambodian 
problem, which has dragged on for about 9 years. We 
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have had to use our resources, money, and a large 
number of people to defend our independence and 
sovereignty along the border when Vietnamese troops 
and Cambodian soldiers intrude into our territory, either 
intentionally or unintentionally. Every year we suffer the 
losses of soldiers, policemen, volunteers, and people 
living along the border. I told him that we do not want 
such things to happen and we believe the USSR can help 
relieve this problem. I also told him that I, in my 
capacity as the head of government, and my government 
are very concerned by this problem and want to see this 
problem settled. I told him that if the USSR was faced 
with the situation that Thailand faces now because of the 
Cambodian problem, I am sure that the general secretary 
would feel the way | do—wanting to settle this problem 
as soon as possible. 


I told General Secretary Gorbachev that we had flown 10 
hours from Thailand to talk with him about this prob- 
lem. I said I was very happy to have had straightforward 
talks with him and hoped to have gained his cooperation. 
The USSR general secretary listened to me with great 
interest. We raised questions and gave answers with 
good understanding and cooperation. | also told him 
about the meeting to be held in Jakarta in July and asked 
the USSR general secretary to help convince Vietnam to 
send a representative to the meeting. He replied that he 
would do so. 


Those are the major details of what I discussed with 
General Secretary Gorbachev. 


Several days after that—on the night of 25 May—I was 
in Hungary and had a meeting with Hungarian Prime 
Minister Grosz, who has since been promoted to party 
general secretary but is still the premier. He received us 
warmly. We held talks before ihe beginning of the formal 
discussions. I informed him of my discussions on the 
Cambodian problem with Chairman of the USSR Coun- 
cil of Ministers Ryzhkov and General Secretary Gorba- 
chev. He agreed with the discussions and told me at that 
time—on 25 May, before the formal talks were held— 
that the next day Vietnam would announce its decision 
to withdraw 50,000 troops. I was very pleased by this 
news, because I think that both the USSR and Hungary 
had a part ir bringing this about. Our country also 
played an at role. 


That is what happened. 


Finally, the Cambodian problem has improved, as all of 
you have learned from the news widely reported by th: 
mass media. I would like to say that although the 
Cambodian problem has not yet been completely settled, 
with cooperation from all sides concerned, including the 
United States, the problem has improved and will be 
settled. 
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Assesses Three-Nation Trip 
BK3005 100988 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 29 May 88 


{News conference by Prime Minister General Prem 
Tinsulanon at Royal Thai Air Force Headquarters upon 
his return from the USSR, Finland, and Hungary on 29 
May—recorded] 


[Text] [Begin Prem recording] Every country we visited 
praised us for our economic and social accomplish- 
ments. Those countries stressed the importance of the 
economic and social progress we have made. They 
realized that Thailand is an important country in South- 
east Asia, economically and politically. The Soviet and 
Hungarian leaders expressed their interest in being dia- 
logue partners with Thailand and ASEAN in the future. 


Concerning bilateral relations between Thailand and the 
three countries we visited, the leaders in those countries 
stressed their desire to strengthen relations and establish 
good understanding with us. The three countries recog- 
nized their interests in having close relations with Thai- 
land, and wanted to expand relations and contacts with 
us through trade, economic and technical cooperation, 
and cultural exchanges. 


During this trip, the Thai Government signed four 
agreements that will serve as foundations for strengthen- 
ing bilateral ties in various fields with those countries; 
these will greatly benefit us in the future. To sum up, we 
signed two agreements with the Soviet Union. The first 
one is the agreement on bilateral consultations between 
the Thai and Soviet Foreign Ministries. The second 
agreement is the agreement on scientific and technical 
cooperation. We signed one agreement with Finland on 
economic, industrial, and technological cooperation. 
And we signed one agreement with Hungary on imple- 
mentation of the agreement on scientific and technical 
cooperation between Thailand and Hungary. [end 
recording] 


The prime minister's visit to the USSR, Finland, and 
Hungary has achieved satisfactory results, especially 
concerning the settlement of the Cambodian problem. 


[Begin Prem recording] All members of our government 
delegation tried to do their best to make this trip best 
serve the country’s interests concerning the settlement of 
the Cambodian problem. We think we have achieved a 
satisfactory level of success. Today, there will be a 
summit meeting. President Reagan promised to raise the 
Cambodian problem for discussion with General Secre- 
tary Gorbachev. I can confirm this because, before 
leaving for the Soviet Union, I received a letter from 
President —~ asking me to keep him informed on 
the outcome of the talks during my visit to the Soviet 
Union. We have already reported this to him. Therefore, 
I believe this matter will be given attention by the two 
leaders. It has given me great hope. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The general secretary is a leader who is frank and has 
constructive ideas. I believe he is sincere about seeking a 
settlement to the Cambodian problem and sincere about 
improving the social and economic system in the Soviet 
Union. 


It is my duty and the government's to try our best in 
seeking a solution to this problem. The government and 
I are well aware of the difficulties and hardships of our 
people caused by the Cambodian problem. We are aware 
of the hardships and sacrifices made by our soldiers, 
policemen, and volunteers, who have both a direct and 
indirect duty toward this problem. I would like to 
reiterate that all of us in the government want to do our 
best concerning this problem. [end recording] 


Comments on Troop Withdrawal 
BK3005043088 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
30 May 88 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpts] Premier Prem Tinsulanon said yesterday he 
has become “more confident” the Kampuchean problem 
is coming to an end after his meeting with “sincere, 
creative” Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Speaking at a news conference at the military airport 
upon his return from a trip to the Soviet Union, Finland 
and Hungary, Prem said Gorbachev accepted his request 
to urge Vietnam to join in talks with the other parties 
involved to seek a solution to the nine-year conflict. 


Prem said US President Ronald Reagan had promised 
Thailand he would raise the Kampuchean issue at the 
superpower summit that started yesterday in Moscow. 


Thailand, at Reagan's request, has sent the United States 
a report on the outcome of the Prem-Gorbachev talks. 


The prime minister described as a “good response and 
significant step” Hanoi’s announcement that it will 
withdraw some 50,000 troops from Kampuchea by the 
end of this year. [passage omitted] 


But Prem said, “I’m very glad to hear the news, in which 
the Soviet Union and Hungary played roles. 


“And of course, our country 4s an important part in 
that.” 


Prem said his Moscow visit, including his one-hour 
“friendly, straightforward” talk with Gorbachev, was 
“successful and satisfactory.” 


“We are proud of what we have done, and we will 
continue,” he said. 


The Kremlin’s financial and military assistance to Hanoi 
is believed to be one of the remaining hurdles blocking 
efforts to settle the conflict. 
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“I told the general secretary that the Soviet Union can 
help solve the problem, and that if the Soviets were in 
our position, they also would want an immediate end to 
the problem,” Prem said. 


“I told him we spent 10 hours flying to the Soviet Union 
because I wanted to meet him on this important issue,” 
he added. 


He quoted Gorbachev as saying that the Soviet Union 
agreed with Thailand that the Kampuchean problem can 
be solved only by political means. 


“I'm more confident after the meeting with Gorbachev, 
who is open, sincere and creative,” Prem said. 


He added: “The Kampuchean problem has finally eased, 
though it hasn't completely ended. With the cooperation 
of parties concerned, including the United States, I 
believe it will be settled soon.” 


““Now is the most appropriate time for all sides to seek a 
solution.” 


The premier said the Soviet, Finnish and Hungarian 
leaders reacted positively to Thailand’s campaign for a 
peaceful Kampuchea because those countries realized 
their relationship with Thailand is important. 


He also said the three nations expressed great admiration 
for Thailand’s success in economic and social develop- 
ment. [passage omitted] 


The businessmen who accompanied Prem on the three- 
nation trip told the news conference they see a brighter 
prospect for trade relations between Thailand and the 
three countries. 


They said more investments, trade and technological 
cooperation are expected with those nations. 


Yukta Na Thalang of the Board of Trade, said trade 
cooperation with socialist countries is important because 
it means Thailand will suffer less from trade protection- 
ism. 


He said the Thai delegates were warmly welcomed by 
Soviet trade authorities in Moscow. They discussed 
industrial development, tourism and banking, he said. 


“Earlier, socialist countries only traded among them- 
selves. It will be very useful if we know how to trade with 
them,” he said. 


“We thought trade cooperation with the Soviets must be 
made through their government. But we've learned that 
in some Soviet states, free trade is allowed for the private 
sector,” Yukta said. 
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Pharon Itsarasena, president of Siam Cement Co Ltd, 
said the governments of Thailand and the three Euro- 
pean nations have “paved the wav for economic cooper- 
ation.” 


Sitthi on ASEAN Meeting, SRV Troop Pullout 
BK3105021388 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
31 May 88 p 2 


[Text] The Vietnamese troop withdrawal and the Indo- 
chinese refugee problem will be included in the agenda of 
the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok, Thai For- 
eign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday. 


Sitthi said the July 4-5 meeting will concentrate on 
finding a political solution to the 9-year-old Kampu- 
chean conflict. He stressed that the problem could be 
settled if all parties concerned are sincere in solving it. 


But ASEAN must listen to the leaders of the three Khmer 
factions fighting the pro-Vietnamese government in 
Phnom Penh—Prince Norodom Sihanouk of the Siha- 
noukist National Army, Son Sann of the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front, and Khmer Rouge leader 
Khieu Samphan, Sitthi said. 


The foreign minister said last Friday that he had no 
doubts about Hanoi’s announcement to withdraw 
$0,000 troops from Kampuchea, citing Thai intelligence 
as confirming last November's Vietnamese withdrawal 
of 20,000 troops was genuine. 


Sitthi said the meeting will also talk about Indochinese 
refugees. The latest crisis has put a lot of burdens on 
ASEAN countries which are serving as first asylum 
countries. 


The results of the three-day informal meeting on Viet- 
namese boat people last week in Cha-am and meetings of 
senior ASEAN officials on Indochinese refugees this 
month will be forwarded to the annual ASEAN foreign 
minister meeting in July. 


Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs Kasemsamoson 
Kasemsi said earlier ASEAN foreign ministers will also 
discuss the US-initiated mini-Marshall Plan, a multi- 
billion-dollar package to help the Philippines revive its 
economic development. 


Meanwhile, ASEAN is studying the possibility of having 
Private sectors participate in ASEAN meetings such as 
those of the foreign ministers or economic committee, 
said the Foreign Ministry's ASEAN Affairs director- 
general. 


Chawat Atthayukti said last Friday after the closing of 
the Fifth Meeting of the 21st ASEAN Standing Commit- 
tee that ASEAN confers at least six-times a year on 
economic issues with its dialogue partners—the United 
States, Japan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the 
European Communities. 
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Chawat said the direct participation of ASEAN private 
sector will benefit ASEAN economic, trading and invest- 
ment activities. He added that major measures could be 
finalized next month before the Post Ministerial Confer- 
ence immediately after the ASEAN foreign ministers 
meeting in June. 


Further Reaction to SRV Troop Withdrawal 


Acting Prime Minister Comments 
BK2705112688 Bangkok NAEO NO in Thai 
27 May 88 pp I, 2 


[Excerpt] Major General Chatchai Chunhawan, acting 
prime minister, told reporters on 26 May that Vietnam's 
decision to withdraw 50,000 troops from Cambodia is a 
result of Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon’s 
talks with Soviet leaders, noting that it is considered as 
an achievement of the prime minister. 


Asked whether the troop pullout is merely a troop 
rotation, Maj Gen Chatchai replied that he did not 
know, adding that he has to see it first. He said that since 
he is an optimistic person, he believes Vietnam will 
follow through on its announcement to withdraw the 
troops. He believes it because even the USSR has agreed 
to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan; so why would 
Vietnam be unable to withdrawal its troops from Cam- 
bodia. [passage omitted] 


Deputy Foreign Minister’s Views 
BK2905 101188 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 29 May 88 


[Text] Answering newsmen about Vietnam's decision to 
withdraw 50,000 troops from Cambodia, Deputy For- 
eign Minister Second Lieutenant Praphat Limpaphan 
said that Vietnam had 4 or 5 times previously publicized 
troop withdrawals from Cambodia. In the past, he said, 
they were merely troop rotations. We therefore have to 
follow closely whether it will be the same this time. He 
said the Foreign Ministry has been closely watching the 
developments. This time Vietnam sounded more serious 
about the announced troop withdrawal. 


Vietnam announced that the 50,000 troops will be pulled 
out of Cambodia, and the remaining forces will be put 
under the command of Heng Samrin. It remains to be 
seen what all this is about. Why does Vietnam have to 
put the remaining forces under Heng Samrin’s com- 
mand? It could be Vietnam’s tactic to delay the pullout, 
as there is no reason for putting Vietnamese soldiers 
under the command of Heng Samrin. The deputy foreign 
minister said he believed that this matter would certainly 
be studied by the ASEAN foreign ministers at their 
meeting in early July. 


The deputy foreign minister said he sees two reasons for 
Vietnam's decision to pull out of Cambodia. First, it 
must be because of Vietnam's domestic economic diffi- 
culties and the consequent poverty and hardship of the 
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people. The best solution to this is to announce a troop 
withdrawal from Cambodia in order to win international 
support. Second, it could be because of pressure from the 
Vietnamese people on their government, especially those 
living in the South who are used to a freer life. The best 
solution for Vietnam is to withdraw its soldiers from 
Cambodia, thus showing to others that Vietnam has 
lessened tension in this problem. The deputy foreign 
minister said Vietnam's announcement to withdraw 
50,000 troops from Cambodia can be seen as a success of 
Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon’s visit to 
USSR. 


Asked whether Vietnam's announcement on this with- 
drawal means the plan for the Vietnamese troops pullout 
froin Cambodia will be completed 2 years earlier, Pra- 
phat said that this partial withdrawal represents no 
change in the basic timetable. He noted that there is a 
large number of Vietnamese soldiers in Cambodia. The 
50,000 troops will be pulled out starting from next 
month until year’s end. The remaining, about 70,000 to 
80,000, if they are to be pulled out gradually, would leave 
Cambodia according to the original timetable on Viet- 
namese troops withdrawal, and not earlier. 


SRV Sincerity Questioned 
BK3005065888 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
28 May 88 p 8 


{Editorial: ‘“‘We Don’t Think Vietnam Will Really Pull 
Out”) 


[Text] The SRV Government announced on Wednesday 
[25 May] an additional withdrawal of 50,000 Vietnam- 
ese troops from Cambodia beginning in June. 


On this, Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary M.R. 
Kasemsamoson Kasemsi said in Budapest that Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon had been informed 
in advance of the Vietnamese decision by Karoly Grosz, 
general secretary of the Hungarian Socialist Workers 
Party, when he was in Hungary on the last leg of his visit 
to East European countries, comprising the USSR, Fin- 
land, and Hungary. 


The statement by the Foreign Mir istry permanent sec- 
retary made several people think that the Vietnamese 
withdrawal was a result of talks between General Prem 
and the Soviet leaders. Prem might as well claim it as an 
achievement of his visit when he returns. We should 
make it clear that it cannot be attributed to Prem 
directly. On the other hand, exploiting Prem’s visit to 
serve their interests is a diplomatic technique of the 
Soviet Union and Vietnam. We say this because, not 
long ago, a Soviet minister stated that the Soviet Union 
could not influence Vietnam on the troop pullout 
because Vietnam is an independent, sovereign country. 


Vietnam, as everyone knows, is at a dead end in inter- 
national politics and can do nothing to develop the 
country without assistance from capitalist countries. 
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Vietnam is therefore trying to please the capitalist coun- 
tries with the announcement of a pullout. However, 
there is no guarantee that Vietnam will really withdraw 
its troops from Cambodia. Our Foreign Ministry, 
through the Voice of Free Asia, has often branded 
Vietnam's withdrawal announcements as a farce, and 
said that they are only a rotation, replacing worn-out 
troops with fresh ones. The number of Vietnamese 
soldiers in Cambodia is, therefore, never below the 
average of 150,000. 


If Vietnam is sincere about troop withdrawals, it should 
allow international forces to be stationed in Cambodia to 
oversee the withdrawals and guarantee peace by prevent- 
ing possible fighting. Only then will we be able to believe 
Vietnam on this troop withdrawal from Cambodia. 


Chinese Papers View Withdrawal 


BK3005 103388 [Editorial Report] Two Bangkok Chi- 
nese-lanugage dailies—ZHONG HUA RIBAO and 
XING XIAN RIBAO—on 28 May carry editorials on 
Vietnam’s announcement of the withdrawal of 50,000 
troops from Cambodia by the end of this year. 


ZHONG HUA RIBAO’s 900-wo -d editorial, on page 5, 
entitled “‘Vietnam Should Not Be Allowed To Continue 
Playing Its ‘Delaying’ Trick,” says Vietnam has 
announced that it will withdraw half of is troops from 
Cambodia. It is worth watching closely to see if this is an 
old trick disguised deceitfully. After the USSR begins to 
pull out its troops from Afghanistan and repeatedly 
reiterates that the settlement of the Afghan problem can 
serve as an example in solving the Cambodian problem, 
the Hanoi regime still wants to play a delaying trick. 
They said that the Cambodia problem and the Afghan 
issue are totally different and reaffirmed to withdraw 
their troops by 1990. During the visit of Thai Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon, Foreign Minister 
Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, and other officials to 
Moscow last week, Soviet leader Gorbachev and Foreign 
Minister Shevardnadze sent positive Soviet signals on 
the Cambodia problem. They expressed for the first time 
that the USSR would talk with Vietnam sincerely and 
make its best efforts to help solve the Cambodian 
problem. 


The editorial says: “Without the USSR as its backer, 
Vietnam would not be able to continue fighting in 
Cambodia. The USSR had always said that Vietnam’s 
actions in Cambodia are the business of Vietnam. The 
USSR cannot interfere in this independent country. The 
Kremlin leaders changed their attitude for the first time 
during the talks on the Cambodian problem with the 
Thai prime minister.” 


The editorial adds, however, that the international com- 
munity’s reaction to this Vietnamese announcement is 
not very warm, and is also very cautious. According to 
foreign news reports, the Thai authorities keep a “wait 
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and see” attitude. The Australian Foreign Office spokes- 
man said the “Australian Government will wait to see 
what happens.” The international community has 
reacted cautiously because they think that it may be 
another fraud of Vietnam. This is the seventh troop 
withdrawal announcement by Vietnam since 1982. Past 
facts have proved that Vietnam's partial troop with- 
drawal is to pull out its old and weak soldiers and replace 
them with fresh and strong ones. The situation this time 
is different. The international community’s pressure on 
Vietnam is increasing, and the USSR also wants Viet- 
nam to settle the Cambodian problem. But Hanoi’s 
troop pullout announcement is obviously aimed at with- 
standing international pressure and delaying its com- 
plete troop withdrawal. The key to solving the Cambodia 
problem is Vietnam’s complete troop withdrawal. Thus, 
direct negotiation with the participation of Vietnam 
should be held as soon as possible. A clear timetable for 
Vietnam to withdraw its troops should be drawn up. The 
troop withdrawal, under the supervision of a UN obser- 
vation team, should begin in the second half of this year 
and be completed within one year. 


The editorial concludes by saying that “Vietnam aims to 
play a delaying trick. Only the international commun- 
ity’s pressure can bring an early settlement to the Cam- 
bodian problem, which poses a threat to the security of 
Southeast Asia. The problem should not be allowed to 
drag on.” 


XING XIAN RIBAO’s 800-word editorial, on page |, 
entitled “Vietnam Announces Withdrawal of 50,000 
Troops From Cambodia by the End of This Year,” says 
that one factor which has an effect on this troop with- 
drawal announcement is Prime Minister General Prem’s 
visit to Moscow and his discussions with Gorbachev on 
a peaceful solution to the Cambodian problem. He urged 
the USSR to exert its influence to ask Vietnam to 
withdraw its troops from Cambodia. The Vietnamese 
announcement can be considered a great diplomatic 
success of Prime Minister Prem’s visit to Moscow. It also 
shows that the USSR agrees with Thailand’s policy on 
preserving peace and its stand to seek a peaceful solution 
to the Cambodian problem. 


In conclusion, the editorial says that “CGDK President 
Prince Sihanouk has accepted an invitation to discuss 
the new development of the Cambodian problem with 
the six ASEAN foreign ministers during the upcoming 
annual meeting of the ASEAN foreign ministers in July. 
The CGDK Foreign Ministry spokesman issued a state- 
ment on 25 May calling on the world community not to 
provide urgent food assistance to Vietnam. This is to 
keep from falling into Vietnam's ‘troop withdrawal’ 
trick. The statement points out that the only way of 
ending the war in Cambodia and solving the hunger 
problem in Vietnam is the total withdrawal of Vietnam- 
ese troops from Cambodia. This is the basic factor for a 
peaceful solution to the Cambodian problem, and can- 
not be denied.” 


FBIS-EAS-88-104 
31 May 1988 


Bomb Explodes in Yala; Four Injured 
BK3105012988 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
31 May 88 p 4 


[Text] Yala—Two men were seriously injured and two 
girls moderately wounded by a bomb which exploded at 
an area some 20 metres from where the city-pillar shrine 
festival was being held in this southern province. 


Police said the accident occurred at about 2 am Sunday 
when the bomb exploded on a foot path in front of a 
deputy provincial public prosecutor’s former residence. 
The official and his family had departed the place a few 
days earlier. 


Police identified the victims as Montri Sisa-nga, 45, and 
his 8-year-old daughter, Phibunrat, residents of Phet 
Bur’ province; Aama-ae Arsae, 43, of Muang district in 
Yala; and Su-aida Din, a 9-year-old girl of Ridon pre- 
cinct in Muang district of Yala. 


Police said they suspected the bomb was planted by 
southern bandits in Yala who, they said, did not want 
people to continue celebrating the city-pillar festival in 
the province. 


Vietnam 
Further Reaction to Troop Withdrawal in PRK 


USSR Supports Decision 
BK2705 164388 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 
27 May 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA May 27—Speaking at a press confer- 
ence held in Moscow on May 26, Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Rogachev said that the Soviet Union fully 
supports the new constructive initiatives taken by the 
Vietnamese and Kampuchean Governments on May 26 
in withdrawing 50,000 Vietnamese volunteer troops 
from Kampuchea in 1988. 


I. Rogachev said: “The Soviet Union considers this 
decision of Vietnam and Kampuchea as a new, construc- 
tive initiative aimed at solving the conflict around 
Kampuchea. At the same time, the completion of the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteer troops from Kam- 
puchea by 1990 is in no way an obstacle to the settlement 
of the Kampuchean issue as claimed by some people’”’. 


The Soviet deputy foreign minister stressed: ‘““Today’s 
news from Indochina has confirmed the determination 
and sincerity of the Vietnamese and Kampuchean iead- 
ership to implement their decision of withdrawing Viet- 
namese Army volunteers from Kampuchea”. 


He pointed out: “The new initiative of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam and of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea is creating new and favourable conditions 
for seeking mutually acceptable agreements with Thai- 
land. The withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteer forces to 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


thirty kilometres from the Kampuchean-Thai border 
and other measures will certainly banish Thailand's 
worry about the so-called threat from the Vietnamese 
side”. 


I. Rogachev declared: “For our part, we welcome direct 
talks between Beijing and Hanoi. Vietnam has many 
times put forth appropriate proposals on the issue and 
we have always supported those proposals. The Soviet 
Union fully supports and welcomes the latest important 
initiative of the Vietnamese and Kampuchean Govern- 
ments, considering it to be ushering in a direct way to a 
solution in the shortest possible time to the situation 
around Kampuchea, thus facilitating the making of a 
Southeast Asia of peace. [quotation marks as received] 


Asked about the main obstacles to the resolution of the 
Kampuchean question, I. Rogachev said: “‘We hold that 
the main point for a political solution to the Kampuchea 
question is not the withdrawal of Vietnamese Army 
volunteers from Kampuchea alone, but the important 
point is to take such measures as to ensure that after the 
total withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers from 
Kampuchea by 1990, there will be no outside interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of that country. This is a point 
of paramount importance directly relating to a solution 
to the Kampuchea issue”’. 


About the Soviet Union's role in Vietnam’s decision to 
repatriate half of its Army volunteers from Kampuchea, 
I. Rogachev said: “Vietnam is a sovereign country. 
Nobody has the right to impose his will on the Vietnam- 
ese leaders”. 


Answering another question, I. Rogachev said: “The 
Soviet Union is of the view that the demand for prevent- 
ing a come-back of the genocidal regime to power in 
Kampuchea is a legitimate one. The Soviet Union always 
supports that demand. The Khmer Rouge is an armed 
group causing many worries. They are threatening secu- 
rity and stability in this part of the world”’. 


Soviets Issue Statement 
BK3005055488 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 29 May 88 


[Text] Dear friends: According to the Soviet news agency 
TASS, yesterday, 29 May, the Soviet Government issued 
a statement on the SRV and PRK Governments’ recent 
decision to carry out a new troop withdrawal from 
Cambodia. Following is the full text of the Soviet 
Government statement: 


The SRV and PRK Governments have recently decided 
to withdraw 50,000 Vietnamese Army volunteers from 
Cambodia in 1988, that is, half of the total number of 
Vietnamese troops presently stationed in this country. 
The Vietnamese volunteer forces command will be with- 
drawn, and the remaining Vietnamese Army volunteers 
will be placed under PRK leadership. With the aim of 
establishing a zone of peace along the Cambodian-Thai 
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border, the two countries agreed that Vietnamese Army 
volunteers will pull back 30 km from the Cambodian 
territory along the Cambodian-Thai border. The two 
governments welcome representatives from various gov- 
ernments, international organizations, and all people 
concerned about the Cambodian issue to witness the 
troop withdrawal. 


The Soviet Union views the decision by the SRV and 
PRK Governments as a major, constructive contribution 
to the settlement of conflict in Southeast Asia and to the 
process of eliminating military tension and normalizing 
the situation in this region of the world. This action is 
taken without any conditions. It is completely in line 
with the efforts of all those who are interested in a speedy 
solution to the Cambodian problem. It is quite obvious 
that the decision was made on the basis of adhering to 
the genuine interests of the Cambodian people and of 
taking into account the mutual interests of all countries 
in the region. 


Such a major withdrawal of Vietnamese Army units 
confirms that the Vietnamese Government's words cor- 
respond with its deeds, and that it has consistently 
carried out its declared intention to withdraw all Viet- 
namese troops from Cambodia by 1990. 


The step taken by the governments of the two fraternal 
countries also testifies to the further stabilization of the 
internal political, social, and economic situation in Cam- 
bodia. It also demonstrates Vietnam’s respect for the 
sovereignty and independence of the PRK. 


There can be no doubt that the new initiative is creating 
favorable opportunities for further developing the dia- 
logue between PRK Council of Ministers Chairman Hun 
Sen and Prince Norodom Sihanouk, and for conducting 
negotiations with all the Cambodian sides, taking into 
account the accord between Vietnam and Indonesia, 
which is well known to everyone. 


The Soviet Union welcomes and totally supports the 
important action by the SRV and PRK Governments 
that is opening up new possibilities on the path toward a 
political settlement of the situation surrounding Cambo- 
dia in the spirit of national reconciliation, on the basis of 
recognition of existing realities, and with the participa- 
tion of all forces that are involved in the conflict in one 
way or another. Vietnam and Cambodia are taking a big 
step toward meeting the other side halfway. Now, much 
will depend on the reaction. 


The Soviet Union is ready to positively contribute— 
together with all concerned nations—to the quest for 
constructive solutions to the conflict in Southeast Asia 
and to assert peace, good-neighborliness, and coopera- 
tion in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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Thailand Urged To Respond 
BK3005 130088 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 27 May 88 


[Text] Dear friends: It is the policy of the three Indochi- 
nese countries to struggle for peace along the Cambodi- 
an-Thai border. In fact, the three countries have made 
active efforts and taken unilateral action along this line. 


Our Foreign Ministry’s 26 May statement is another 
positive move aimed at bringing about peace and pre- 
venting conflicts along the Cambodian-Thai border. You 
are invited to listen to an article by Nguyen Qui on this 
issue as follows: 


World public opinion, particularly Thai public opinion, 
has paid special attention to the SRV Foreign Ministry’s 
26 May statement announcing that Vietnamese Army 
volunteers will pull back 30 km into Cambodian terri- 
tory along the Cambodian-Thai border. 


Obviously, this is another proof of Vietnam’s goodwill, 
aimed at reducing tension along the Cambodian-Thai 
border. Looking back to the past, people may see that 
this is not the first time Vietnam and Cambodia have 
made efforts to reduce tension and put an end to 
conflicts along the Cambodian-Thai border. 


For a long time now, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos 
have put forth a proposal for establishing a zone of peace 
along the Cambodian-Thai border and for resolving the 
problem of repatriating Cambodian refugees. 


The three Indochinese countries’ Ninth Foreign Minis- 
terial Conference in Vientiane on 2 July 1984 held that 
the present pressing problem calls for efforts to quickly 
reach agreements on measures for ensuring peace and 
security for both sides along the Cambodian-Thai border 
under international warranty and supervision. 


Acting positively and actively, the PRK National 
Defense Ministry, with the consent of the Vietnamese 
Volunteer Army Command, pointed out in its statement 
of 12 December 1987: Vietnamese Army volunteers 
stationed along the Cambodian-Thai border will pull 
back 15 km from the border into Cambodian territory. 
The PRK also reiterated its proposal for the establish- 
ment of a zone of peace along the Cambodian-Thai 
border under international supervision. 


Vietnam’s recent decision to withdraw Vietnamese 
Army volunteers 30 km from the Cambodian-Thai bor- 
der is a new ste forward and another concrete act aimed 
at bringing about peace and detente along the border 
area, thus meeting the common aspirations of the Cam- 
bodian and Thai peoples. 


The decision was made public after Vietnam and Cam- 
bodia had reached an agreement on and announced the 
withdrawal of 50,000 Vietnamese Army volunteers and 
their command from Cambodia between June and the 
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end of this year. The remaining Vietnamese Army vol- 
unteers will be placed under the PRK command until all 
Vietnamese Army volunteers in Cambodia are with- 
drawn in 1990. 


Thus, the role and combat strength of the Vietnamese 
Army volunteers have been considerably reduced. From 
now on, nobody can say anything about the danger of the 
presence of Vietnamese troops in Cambodia. Vietnam's 
decision will certainly create an even more favorable 
atmosphere for the trend of dialogue in Southeast Asia 
and will also make an important contribution to efforts 
to reach a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 


This is what has been done by the Vietnamese and 
Cambodian side. What about the Thai side? So far, the 
Thai authorities have withdrawn an important part of 
their troops from the border area. We recognize that. 
This is a positive move because it benefits both the 
Cambodian and Thai peoples. 


It is our hope that Thailand will respond positively to 
this new decision of our government and the PRK. The 
three Indochinese countries have more than once 
expressed their desire to turn the Cambodian-Thai bor- 
der into a zone of peace, friendship, nonaggression, 
noninterference in other nations’ internal affairs, respect 
for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of other 
nations as determined by current borderlines, and com- 
mitment not to turn one’s territory into a stepping stone 
for confrontation. 


The new decision of Vietnam and Cambodia is a (?great) 
part of this goal. If Thailand responds positively to this 
new move, the situation along the Cambodian-T hai 
border will certainly change for the better for th’ \wo 
peoples and for peace and stability in Southea.. A. 


PRC, Other Opinions Cited 
BK3005090588 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 29 May 88 


[Text] According to AFP, on 27 May, Thai Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, after presiding over a confer- 
ence of the ASEAN Standing Committee in Bangkok, 
said that this phase of the Vietnamese troop pullout will 
contribute to creating peace in Southeast Asia. A Bang- 
kok-based correspondent of TANJUG [Yugoslav news 
agency] further quoted Mr Sitthi Sawetsila as saying that 
he had no suspicion about Vietnam’s intention to with- 
draw about five divisions of Army volunteers from 
Cambodia, and that he hoped the pullout of half of the 
Vietnamese Army volunteers in Cambodia this time will 
create a basis for negotiating a solution to the Cambo- 
dian issue. The general opinion in Bangkok was that the 
troop pullout this time will open a door for political 
negotiations. 


According to foreign sources, on 27 May in Jarkata, 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Alatas, after learning of 
Vietnam's announcement of withdrawing 50,000 Army 
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volunteers from Cambodia by the end of this year, said 
that Indonesia welcomes any troop withdrawal from 
Cambodia in the framework of a general solution to the 
Cambodian issue. In Canberra, the spokesman of the 
Australian Foreign Ministry said: Vietnam’s troop with- 
drawal should be welcomed. In Tokyo, the spokesman of 
the Japanese Foreign Ministry welcomed Vietnam's 
announcement of a troop pullout from Cambodia. 


AFP on 27 May quoted the majority of diplomats in 
Hanoi as saying that this troop withdrawal was not an act 
of propaganda, but an important decision. This news 
agency also quoted observers as saying that even China 
has agreed, and that XINHUA in its report of the 
seventh withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
avoided its familiar allegations that this was Vietnamese 
propaganda or a rotation of troops. A correspondent of 
this news agency also quoted a diplomat as saying that 
the Khmer Rouge and China might have been exposed as 
warmongers if they opposed this new peace initiative. 
Whether the cocktail party can be held or not, the most 
important thing is that Vietnam was able once again 
show its goodwill in face of China’s rigidity. 


Troop Pullout Welcomed Abroad 
BK2905090188 Hanoi VNA in English 0720 GMT 
29 May 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA May 29—Under the title: “Vietnam 
Stands for a Political Solution to Kampuchea,” the GDR 
newspaper “NEUES DEUTSCHLAND” on May 27 
said: 


The declaration to withdraw another part of the Viet- 
namese Army volunteers from Kampuchea is an evi- 
cence of the permanent stability of the Kampuchean 
situation and the growth of the Kampuchean Army. The 
Vietnamese Government supports Kampuchea’s pio- 
posal for building a corridor of peace along the Kampu- 
chea-Thailand border and effecting the repatriation of 
Kampuchean refugees, the two sides have agreed to 
withdraw the Vietnamese Army volunteers 30 kilome- 
ters from the Kampuchean-Thai border area. Vietnam 
undertakes to pursue a political solution to the Kampu- 
chea issue. Vietnam supports all efforts toward making 
Southeast Asia a region of peace, freedom, and neutrality 
as proposed by the ASEAN countries. 


The Cuban newspaper GRANMA on May 27 carried a 
report on the coming Vietnamese troop withdrawal from 
Kampuchea. It quoted Vietnamese Major General Ngu- 
yen Van Thai as saying at a press conference in Hanoi on 
May 26 that the withdrawal proved the growth of the 
Kampuchean Revolutionary Armed Forces and their 
capability to defend by themselves their territory. 


The paper also quoted Deputy Foreign Minister Tran 
Quang Co as affirming Vietnam's desire to achieve a 
political solution to the Kampuchea issue and its support 
for a dialogue between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. 
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Almost all Indian newspapers on May 27 frontpaged the 
communique of the Vietnamese Government and the 
PRK Government on the withdrawal of 50,000 Viet- 
namese volunteer troops from Kampuchea from now to 
the end of this year. 


The papers quoted the spokesman of the Indian Govern- 
ment as welcoming on May 26 that decision and any 
development that helps accelerate the possibility of 
bringing about a solution to the Kampuchean issue. 


NHAN DAN Editorial 
BK2805090688 Hanoi VNA in English 0721 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA May 28—*“The decision taken by the 
Vietnamese and Kampuchean Governments to with- 
draw a large part of Vietnamese volunteer troops from 
Kampuchea is a vivid and eloquent proof that the 
Kampuchean revolution is stronger and in a better 
position than ever before,” says NHAN DAN in its 
editorial today. 


“The Government of the People’s Republic of Kampu- 
chea (PRK), the only genuine representative of the 
Kampuchean people, has been controlling and managing 
all affairs of the country, restoring and developing all 
aspects of social life. The Kampuchean Revolutionary 
Armed Forces have quickly grown up through their 
struggle, have become more and more experienced, and 
are now fully capable of maintaining the security of their 
country. The PRK’s policy of national reconciliation and 
the initial results of the Hun Sen-Sihanouk meetings 
have brought about realistic possibilities for the search 
for a fair solution to the Kampuchea issue. 


“The coming withdrawal brings into relief the noble 
internationalist spirit of the Vietnamese party, state and 
people and testifies to Vietnam’s consistent position of 
strictly respecting the sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and self-determination of the fraternal Kampuchean 
people’”’. 


“While undertaking to withdraw all the Vietnamese 
volunteer force from Kampuchea by 1990, Vietnam 
once again reiterates its desire to solve the Kampuchea 
issue by peaceful means and to pull all its voluteer force 
out according to a schedule to be agreed upon in a 
political solution to the Kampuchean question. We wel- 
come all efforts towards negotiations for a political 
solution to Kampuchea and for the establishment of a 
zone of peace, independence, and neutrality in Southeast 
Asia as proposed by the ASEAN countries. The geno- 
cidal Pol Pot clique is the main obstacle to such a 
solution. It is the legitimate aspiration of the people of 
Kampuchea and other countries to stop the provision of 
aid and sanctuaries to the Pol Potists and to thwart all 
attempts to reimpose the genocidal regime on Kampu- 
chea,” the paper stressed . 
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Army Paper Comments 
BK2705124788 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 27 May 88& 


[Text] In connection with this important event 
[announcement of 1988 SRV troop withdrawal from 
Cambodia], QUAN DOI NHAN DAN carries an edito- 
rial entitled: An Important Event Reflecting Our Good- 
will for Peace. 


The editorial says: The withdrawal of Vietnamese Army 
volunteers does not mean that we have slackened vigi- 
lance in the face of the schemes and tricks of the 
imperialist and expansionist forces in collusion with the 
Cambodian reactionaries to oppose and sabotage the 
Cambodian revolution. We understand that while pro- 
gressive world opinion has welcomed Vietnam's and 
Cambodia’s acts of goodwill, the reactionaries consider 
this a good opportunity to seek by all means to carry out 
sabotage, sow division, and cause instability in Cambo- 
dia so as to restore the rule of Pol Pot over the Cambo- 
dian people. However, we are convinced that they are 
doomed to failure, that the Cambodian revolution will 
overcome all difficulties and trials and continue to 
advance, and that the situation in Cambodia is irrevers- 
ible. 


Previous Withdrawals Listed 
BK2805091888 Hanoi VNA in English 0710 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA May 28—Vietnam has since 1982 
effected six annual partial withdrawals of its Army 
volunteers from Kampuchea. The number of troops 
pulled out so far accounts for half of the total volunteer 
force in Kampuchea. 


Following is a breakdown of these repatriations: 


— First withdrawal: A number of Vietnamese volunteer 
units after fulfilling their international duty in Kampu- 
chea were repatriated on July 17, 1982. 


— Second withdrawal: Divisional Group Cuu Long 
comprising an infantry division and six dependent bri- 
gades and regiments left for home in May 1983. 


— Third withdrawal: Following the 1983-84 dry-season 
victory, an important part of the enemy remnant force 
together with their bases were swept away from the 
Kampuchea-Thailand border areas. In June 1984, two 
brigades, a regiment and a number of independent 
battalions of Vietnamese volunteers left the northwest- 
ern provinces of Kampuchea for home. 


— Fourth withdrawal: In the 1984-85 dry-season, the 
Vietnamese volunteer army, in coordination with the 
Kampuchean Armed Forces and local population pur- 
sued the enemy, and destroyed almost all their key bases 
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along the Kampuchea-Thailand border. This enabled 
Vietnam to effect the fourth withdrawal of its volunteer 
troops comprising Divisional Group 52 2nd Brigades 
7703, 7706 and 9906. 


— Fifth withdrawal: Divisional Group 98 made up of 
Infantry Division 8, Infantry Brigade 95, Infantry Regi- 
ment 37, and their dependent units was repatriated on 
June 28, 1986. 


— Sixth withdrawal: Divisional Group 94 in Battam- 
bang and Divisional Group 99 in Kompong Som left for 
home on November 29, 1987. 


PRC Report on Warships in Spratlys Rejected 
BK2705161288 Hanoi VNA in English 1522 GMT 
27 May 8&8 


[““China’s False Report Rejected”—VNA headline] 


[Text] Hanoi OANA-VNA May 27—Of late, China 
claimed that Vietnam has sent warships of various types 
for provocation and military exercises in the area of the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago in preparation of war. 


VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY is authorized to reject this 
tendencious and groundless report. 


Hanoi Radio Reports on Food Situation 


BK2805050088 [Editorial Report] Hanoi Domestic Ser- 
vice in Vietnamese continues to report on the current 
food shortage in the North. 


In its 2300 GMT cast on 25 May, the radio carries a 
|-minute report on the slow pace of grain procurement 
in Phu Khanh Province, saying that “as of mid-May, 
Phu Khanh had been able to procure some 40,000 metric 
tons of its winter-spring rice, representing 40 percent of 
the planned target,” and that “grain purchased at agreed- 
upon prices and collected from the two-way contract 
system achieved 30-40 percent of the set target.” The 
radio further says: “Despite its poor grain procurement 
achievements, Phu Khanh has initially delivered to the 
central government 5,000 metric tons. The province also 
used grain to barter for commodities with northern 
provinces and loaned these provinces hundreds of metric 
tons of grain.” 


In its 2300 GMT on 26 May, the radio reports in a 
1.5-minute item that “despite the fact that the planned 
target for procurement of 9,000 metric tons of grain from 
the fairly bumper 1987 10th-month rice crop had already 
been attained, after paying tax and debts incurred from 
the previous cropping season, the Nam Ninh District 
Grain Corporation had only a small quantity of grain left 
in stock, just large enough to maintain sales to nearly 
20,000 cadres, workers, and civil servants in the district 
until January 1988." The corporation “had to wheel and 
deal in search of more sources of resupply in order to 
obtain enough grain for sale in accordance with quotas 
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for the period from February to the end of May 1988.” 
The results were that “the corporation was able to obtain 
1,600 metric tons of paddy, 150 metric tons of rice, 300 
metric tons of potatoes, and 800 metric tons of fertil- 
izer.”” The corporation is striving to get more grain to 
ensure the supply of grain to cadres, workers, and civil 
servants from now until the next rice harvest.“ 


In its 1100 GMT newscast on 27 May, the radio carries 
an under-a-minute report that “at present, almost all the 
areas of Sth-month spring rice in Ha Nam Ninh Province 
are growing ears. Various sectors—electricity, water con- 
servancy, and agricultural materials—have, on a priority 
basis, reserved the source of electricity and other kinds 
of materials supplies for major rice growing districts to 
care for their ricefields, which are said to be in the final 
stage of development. So far, some 7,000 hectares of rice 
are developing favorably.” 


In its 1430 GMT newscast on 27 May, the radio reports 
in a |-minute item that “in this year’s summer-fall crop, 
Nghe Tinh Province plans to sow 64,000 hectares of rice, 
19,000 hectares of corn and sweet potatoes, and 12,500 
hectares of export-oriented industrial crops.” The prov- 
ince is striving to “complete the transplanting of sum- 
mer-fall rice before 15 June.” 


AFP on ‘Struggle’ To Name Next Prime Minister 
BK3005 115988 Hong Kong AFP in English 1145 GMT 
30 May 88 


{By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, May 30 (AFP)}—A power struggle is raging 
here between communist party reformists and conserva- 
tives to name the next prime minister—reformist Vo 
Van Kiet or conservative Do Muoi, informed Vietnam- 
ese sources said Monday [30 May]. 


Mr. Vo Van Kiet, 66, ranks fifth in the Politburo and has 
been interim head of government since the death in 
March of Prime Minister Pham Hung. 


Mr. Do Moui, 71, ranked fourth in the Politburo, holds 
a key position as permanent secretary of the party 
Secretariat—second-in-command to Vietnamese Com- 
munist Party chief Nguyen Van Linh. 


Politburo and Central Committee members will make 
their choice at the fifth plenum prior to the National 
Assembly plenary session, both in June, the sources said. 
The Assembly elects the head of government, but merely 
ratifies the choice already made by the party, observers 
said. 


“Of course differing opinions exist within the party, but 
that is a sort of democratisation of political life,” Foie:en 
Economic Relations Minister Doan Duy Thanh tola 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE in a recent interview. 
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‘One thing is certain however, that the policy of renewal 
must be followed.” 


In the weeks after the death of Prime Minister Pham 
Hung, it appeared certain First Deputy Prime Minister 
Mr. Vo Van Kiet would succeed him, observers said. 


Mr. Vo Van Kiet gave up his post as president of the 
powerful State Planning Commission, giving the impres- 
sion that he had been assured of the prime minister’s 
office in the June election, they said. 


The only “‘southerner” in the Politburo—he was born in 
Cuu Long Province—Mr. Vo Van Kiet is enormously 
popular in the former South Vietnam, as is Communist 
Party chief Nguyen Van Linh, observers said. 


The two played a key role in the aftermath of the fall of 
the South in 1975, strongly opposing any radical socia- 
lisation in former South Vietnam. 


They have been credited with the economic success of 
Saigon, renamed Ho Chi Minh City, for their policy of 
pragmatic reforms. Observers said the city’s residents 
support Mr. Vo Van Kiet and have shown some distrust 
of Mr. Do Moui. 


Mr. Do Moui is little known by the public, but enjoys 
widespread support within the party leadership, espe- 
cially at the provincial level, the sources said. 


A staunch party man, he would be a transitional figure 
between the generation of “historical leaders” in their 
80s, like Pham Van Dong, and the “new” set of officials 
in their 60s, who are more open to reforms. 


But such a cautious solution could risk demoralising a 
population keen for change and struggling with an 
unprecedented economic crisis, observers said. 


Mr. Do Moui was born near Hanoi and used to work 
painting buildings. 


He was minister for domestic trade during the 1950's, 
then became president of the State Committee for Prices 
and minister of construction in the 1960's. 


He was a deputy prime minister from 1969 until April, 
when he became second-in-command of the party Sec- 
retariat, and is considered a specialist in co-operation 
with other communist countries. 
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Scientists Conduct Research in Eastern Sea 
BK2705085788 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
27 May 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA May 27—The Eastern Sea is the 
third largest of the more than 40 seas of the world. 
Vietnam is one of the countries with vested interests in 
the Eastern Sea for many reasons: The Vietnamese coast 
takes up nearly all the western shores of this sea. Many 
islands and groups of islands of Vietnam, including the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] and Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipela- 
goes, Tho Chu Island, and the vast continental shelf, and 
the storm and monsoon regime of the Eastern Sea have a 
considerable impact on the climate and the working and 
living conditions of the Vietnamese people. 


That is why, since the August 1945 Revolution, espe- 
cially since the liberation of South Vietnam and national 
reunification, Vietnamese scientists have been keen on 
surveying and studying the natural conditions of the 
Eastern Sea. 


Shortly after the liberation of North Vietnam, the first 
oceanographic meteorological and hydrological station 
was set up on Hon Dau Island on December 24, 1955. 
Next came the ones on the islands of Bach Long Vi, Co 
To, Con Co, Con Dao and Phu Quoc. The meteorolog- 
ical station on Truong Sa was established in June 1980, 
and has been recognized by the world meteorological 
Organization as part of its network. The Quy Nhon 
meteorological station also been listed in the network of 
global water-level stations of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Council of UNESCO with the serial 
number 75. 


In recent years, Vietnamese scientists have undertaken 
systematic joint oceanographic surveys within the frame- 
work of an international programme for cooperation in 
the study of the offing, islands, and coastal sea. 


The collection of data and study of the natural condi- 
tions of the Eastern Sea from the winds, storms, sea- 
water level and marine life to the geological conditions of 
the seashore, offshore islands and archipelagoes, have 
been a main concern of the Vietnamese oceanographers, 
meteorologists, biologists and geologists for many years 
now. 


Results of their research have been made public at home 
and abroad in Russian, English, French and other lan- 
guages. In April this year, on the occasion of the Ist 
founding anniversary of the meteorological and hydro- 
logical centre, a research project, entitled ““The Meteo- 
rological and Hydrological Conditions of the Vietnam- 
ese Sea,”’ was published by the Science And Technology 
Publishing House. Maps of the specific tide regime of the 
Eastern Sea, including areas around the Hoang Sa and 
Truong Sa Archipelagoes, drawn by Vietnamese authors 
have been known to many scientists in the world and 
considered by them to be the most reliable documents. 
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Minister ‘Horrified’ by U.S. Wheat Move 
BK 3005092388 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0803 GMT 30 May 88 


[From the “International Report”} 


[Text] The Australian Government has come out with 
some of its strongest criticism yet of the agricultural 
policies of the United States. Australia said the latest 
move by the United States to increase its farm produc- 
tion makes a mockery of what Washington has been 
Saying in international trade negotiations. The details 
from Graeme Dobell in Canberra: 


[Begin recording] [Dobell] The United States has set out 
to grab an even bigger share of the world wheat market 
by further boosting output. The U.S. Agriculture Depart- 
ment has announced a cut in the percentage of farm 
acres that have to be left idle, coming down from 27 
percent to 10 percent. This will boost American wheat 
production by 12 to 15 million tons. Australia’s minister 
for primary industries, Mr John Kerin, is horrified. 


[Kerin] Well, that’s very bad because you will now have 
two closed systems- —one in Europe and one in the 
United States—both based on production subsidies and 
export subsidies. And that just makes a mockery of what 
the United States is saying in the GATT [word indis- 
tinct}. 


{[Dobell] Mr Kerin said Australia had been lobbying 
constantly in America, and the move was a shock. He 
said America was wrecking Australia’s traditional mar- 
kets, and the worst effect was the way Washington was 
pushing down the world price for wheat through its 
export subsidies. The primary industries minister said 
America was playing by rich man’s rules and, what he 
called, all the lovely words about America’s relationship 
with Australia now left a sour taste. America now holds 
more than 45 percent of the world wheat market and it is 
predicted the increased acreage will mean it can take 
more of the market. 


The general manager of the Australian Wheat Board, Mr 
Ron Pace: 


[Pace] The fact is the Americans, under their export 
enhancement program, have sold huge stocks into the 
world market that significantly reduce prices. We were 
actually indicated that that was a short-term measure 
which would appear t> be now a longer term measure. 


{[Dobell] This latest American move confirms many 
Australian fears about the distance between America’s 
free-trade rhetoric and its increasingly protectionist 
actions in world farm markets. The view from Canberra 
now seems to be that America is as much of a threat as 
the European Community to the so-called fair traders in 
agriculture. [end recording} 
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Weapons Bound for Fiji Seized in Sydney 
BK3105090288 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0800 GMT 31 May 88 


[Text] Australian customs officers say they have seized a 
shipment of arms packed in a container on board an 
Australian national line ship in Sydney harbor. The 12 
tons of weapons included submachineguns, automatic 
rifles, hand grenades, mortars, and antitank mines. 


The container had traveled to Sydney from the North 
Yemen port of Hudaydah via Sri Lanka and Singapore. 
It was to have been loaded into another ship, the 
French-registered, ““Captain Cook,”” bound for Fiji. 


Customs officials are continuing their investigations. 


New Caledonia 


FLNKS, French Fact-Finding Mission Meet 
BK2805 102888 Hong Kong AFP in English 1013 GMT 
28 May 88 


[Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Noumea, May 28 (AFP)}—A delegation of indig- 
enous Melanesian separatists told a French fact-finding 
mission here Saturday that the government should “take 
concrete measures that show its willingness to decolon- 
ise” New Caledonia. 


A delegation of the separatist Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS) Politburo had presented its 
positions and demands during a two-hour meeting, 
FLNKS member Raphael Mapou said. 


“One would like to see concrete measures in the same 
way that concrete measures were taken to meet the 
demands of (anti-independence leader) Jacques LaFleur 
when Mr. Chirac came to power,” he said, referring to 
former French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac. 


‘“*A durable solution in New Caledonia must include the 
agreement of the Kanak people represented by the 
FLNKS,” Mr. Mapou added. 


The government fact-finding mission, led by Christian 
Blanc, was ordered by new French Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard to try and establish a dialogue between 
Kanak separatists and pro-French settlers in this South 
Pacific territory. 


An original meeting with the FLNKS Tuesday was 
cancelled following the shooting of a Melanesian by a 
French soldier. 


The FLNKS has demanded an inquiry into the deaths of 
19 separatists who died earlier this month when French 
security forces stormed a cave in Ouvea where they were 
holding 24 French hostages. 
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The separatists have also called for the dismantling of 
anti-independence militias, the return to barracks of the 
armed forces, an end to police investigations “and 
repression” of Kanaks,“* amnesty for political prisoners 
and abolition of the Pons Statute. 


The Pons Statute, named after former Minister of Over- 
seas Territories Bernard Pons, maintains New Caledo- 
nia’s status as a French territory. 


The six member fact-finding mission includes three 
high-ranking officials, a Catholic priest, a protestant 
pastor, and a freemason. Despite finding both sides 
sticking to their positions, its members remained hope- 


ful of progress. 


““As the days go by, we discover new possibilities for 
dialogue,” Pastor Jacques Stewart, president of the Prot- 
estant Federation of France, said Friday. 
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The anti-independance Rally for New Caledonia in the 
Republic (RCPR) and the National Front—which has 
refused to meet the mission—took umbrage when the 
delegation visited the grave of the 19 separatists Wednes- 
day. 


Mr. LaFleur has reiterated the RPCR’s stand that New 
Caledonia is better off remaining under French ruler. 


Meanwhile, violence flared up overnight Friday around 
Temala on the west coast of Grande-Terre Island about 
300 kilometers (186 miles) north of Noumea, police said. 
No casualties were reported. 


Unknown assailants fired at houses belonging to settlers 
and set two on fire. Early Saturday, some 30 pro-French 
settlers set up a roadblock on the road leading to the 
neighbourhood, police said. 


A house near Canala on the east coast was set on fire late 
Friday after the home of a separatist was burned earlier 
in a Noumea suburb, police said. 
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